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Introduction
Lyon hosts our European Champions Cup semi final this weekend. 
Located in the Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes region of southern France. the 
city is the third biggest with approximately 506,000 people.

The city is known for its gastronomy so check out of the many superb 
restaurants during your stay. The ‘bouchon’ is a traditional Lyonnais 
restaurant that serves local dishes such as sausages, duck pate or 
roast pork with local wines. With the Beaujolais region to the north 
and Cotes du Rhone in the south – you will be spoiled for choice this 
weekend.

For foodies, another local tradition is a brunch meal call ‘machons’ that is made of local charcuterie and red 
wine. Lyon was historically known for its silk however today is a major centre for banking as well as chemical, 
pharmaceutical, biotech and gaming software industries. Tourism plays an important part for the city now; 
over 4,000,000 tourists pass through the city each year, nearly 55% being for business with the remainder for 
leisure. Leinster supporters will be adding to that total this weekend.

Getting to Dublin Airport 
Aircoach, official sponsor to Leinster Rugby operate frequent services 
to/from Dublin. Their timetable and cheapest fares can be found at 
www.aircoach.ie  

Supporters driving to Dublin airport can avail of 10% off parking in 
either the red or blue zones by quoting ‘OL174ROAT8’ at www.dub-
linairport.com

Getting to Lyon
Supporters coming from Dublin will be travelling with Aer Lingus, Ryanair or one of the charter operators 
such as Joe Walsh Tours. The city has two airports however commercial flights arrive at Lyon-Saint Exupery 
Airport.The airport is located 19kms from the city centre; from here you can take the Rhone Express direct 
train from the terminal. Priced at €27.50 return you can buy tickets from automated vending machines at the 
station, if you buy on board there is a surcharge. 

The cheapest way to buy tickets is online at www.rhonexpress.fr A taxi will cost between €45-€50 each way. 
Those on a charter should check their itinerary for transfer information which is included as part of their 
package.

Public Transport
The TCL network comprises of four metro lines, five tramway lines, two funicular lines and over 130 bus links. 

Tickets for all forms of public transport are priced at €1.80 (or €16.20 for a carnet of 10 tickets). An all-day 
ticket costs €5.50. If paying cash ensure you have coins as the machines do not always accept notes (or foreign 
cards).
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Lyon City Card
A Lyon City Card is the best value to see the sights while having access to unlimited public transport. A one 
day pass is €24 or €29 for two days (and cheaper if you buy in advance at www.lyoncitycard.com). They also 
have tickets that include airport transfers if you need them, these are priced at €40. 

The benefits include unlimited local transport, free access to 22 museums and their temporary exhibitions, 
free admission and in some cases fast track access to a number of local attractions. Audio guides, one walking 
tour and special discounts at Galeries Lafayette, Hard Rock Café and the Confluence Shopping Centre are also 
included.

Accommodation
At the time of writing, accommodation was quickly filling up, if you are reading this and still need somewhere 
to stay, have a look at www.latebeds.com. We recommend staying in Lyon 1 or Lyon 2 around Place Bellecour. 
There are cheaper hotels near Part Dieu Station however this is in the business district. 

Supporter HQ
Eamonn and the team at Wallace Bar and Restaurant, 2 rue Octavio Mey will 
look after supporters this weekend. The waterfront bar is open from 11am until 
2am and serves food from 11am-3pm and 7pm-10pm on Friday and Saturday 
and 11am-3pm and 6.30pm-9pm on Sunday. Wallace Bar also has free wifi and 
multiple screens showing the Munster v Saracens game on Saturday.

Over the weekend pints of Budvar will be €4 and pint bottles of Bulmers €5. An Irish breakfast with Irish 
black and white pudding, local artisanal real bacon and sausage, fried egg, scrambled egg, hash brown, fried 
tomato, beans and toast will be available for €9. Later in the day, BBQ ribs with potato salad and onion rings 
will be €10.

The Wallace also has two other bars in town however the above specials will only apply at the waterfront 
premises. Wallace Snug is a smaller venue at 2 rue Thomassin, 69002, Lyon. Wallace Pub Vaise is a large bar and 
restaurant in the 9th arrondissement, about 2kms from the city centre at 8 rue de la Claire, 69009.

Bistropub
Clontarf man Darragh Mc Elliott welcomes supporters to Accasbel, a cultural mix 
of Irish pub meets French bistro. Located on Place Carnot, one of the main city 
squares. With seating for 60 plus an outside terrace they’ll be showing the various 
games over the weekend.

There are 15 Irish craft beers on tap and a range of bistro style food such as burgers 
using Irish Black Angus beef. Accasbel will be open from 1.30pm – 1.00am over 
the weekend.

Elsewhere around Lyon, there are many restaurants to suit all tastes and budgets both in the Old town and all 
around Rue St Jean and Rue Merciere just off Place des Jacobins. 
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Lyon 8 Rugby Finale
Watch local championship rugby this Saturday by heading to Stade Olympique de Givors – Palais des sports 
Salvador Allende – rue Auguste Delaune 69700 Givors.

Take the train from Lyon Perrache Station to Gare de Givors Canal Station, the journey time is about an hour 
each way and cost is €10 return. The stadium is a five-minute walk from the stadium the games get underway 
from 11am and run through until 9pm on Saturday night.

There will be a range of food and beverage options available and a chance to mix with the locals on the eve of 
our game. Entry is €6 however if you are wearing any Leinster gear you will receive a free drink/food coupon 

as you enter.

Top 5 things to see and do this week-end 
1. Leinster v Clermont, Sunday at 4pm local time
2. Hop on hop off bus with 13 stops. €19 for 24 hours (www.lyoncitytour.fr/en)
3. Bus and boat cruise combo for just €25 (www.lyoncitytour.fr/en)
4. Lyon by electric bike, Segway or tuk tuk (www.viator.com)
5. The Historic Site of Lyons, a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site

Flags & Caps
The OLSC Committee will have a limited number of flags and our 
commemorative caps at the game this weekend. These will be handed out on a 
first up best dressed basis and are being distributed to fans in association with 
Bank of Ireland.

Swapping gear with the home fans
A reminder that many French supporters often want to swap jerseys, hats and 
scarves so if you don’t want to part with your favourite gear we’d suggest bringing 
a spare. If you do get one of our hats please don’t give it away until after the game 
as we need there to be as much blue as possible in the ground.

Hand luggage/ Rucksacks in the Stadium
For those traveling on charters, leave your bags on board as outlined by your travel operator. For those 
checking out of hotels before the game and are flying later on Sunday, we have been advised that stadium 
security will not allow rucksacks/hand luggage into the ground therefore we recommend that you leave these 
at your hotel upon check out and collect afterwards. 
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Getting to the Stadium
Matmut Stadium de Gerland was first built in 1900 and through many renovations, the last being this 
year and now has capacity of just over 41,000. Gates, bars and food concessions open at 12.45pm and the 
ground is located 5kms from the city centre. 

The stadium is easiest reached with metro line B. This line connects the stadium (stop Stade de Gerland) 
with Lyon’s other main railway station, Gare de la Part-Dieu, and meets with line D at Saxe-Gambetta, which 
in turn connects with the old city centre.

From railway station Perrache you can take tram 2 to metro stop Jean Macé and catch metro line B there, or 
take bus 60 in the direction of Feyzin Les Razes. This bus will drop you off directly at the stadium.

Stade Gerland lies close to two motorways, which makes it easy to access by road. The best way to ap-
proach the stadium is from the ring road south (Périphérique Sur) taking exit 16 Gerland. Follow the bou-
levard north. The stadium lies on the left side of the road after a curve to the left. If coming from the A7/
A47/Autoroute du Soleil, take exit 1 toward Gerland and cross the bridge (Pont Pasteur). Turn right after the 
bridge and follow the road until you see the stadium.

Address: 89 Avenue Tony Garnier, 69007 Lyon

Cheer on the boys at the stadium 

The OLSC encourages supporters to get out to the ground early on Sunday. Details of where and when the 
team will be arriving will be on www.leinsterrugby.ie and social media this week. Make sure you are there 
to cheer them on as they arrive at the stadium.
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FIX THAT DODGY DÉCOR WITH

3%
CASHBACK

on new mortgages for our 
current account customers

Up to

Warning: If you do not keep up your repayments you may lose your home.

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access 
credit in the future.

Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. 3% Cashback available to First Time Buyers, Movers and Switchers who draw down a new mortgage between 5th September 2016 and 30th November 2017. 2% 
Cashback on draw down of a new mortgage. 1% bonus in 5 years subject to meeting the conditions of the mortgage. Over 18s only. We require property and life insurance. Maximum loan is generally 3.5 times 
gross annual income and 80% of the property value (90% of the property value for First Time Buyers). A typical mortgage of €100,000 over 20 years with 240 monthly instalments costs €615.79 per month 
at 4.2% variable (Annual Percentage Rate of Charge (APRC) 4.3%). APRC includes €150 valuation fee and mortgage charge of €175 paid to the Property Registration Authority.  The total amount you pay is 
€148,114.60. A 1% interest rate rise would increase monthly repayments by €54.02 per month. The cost of your monthly repayments may increase.

Bank of Ireland Mortgage Bank trading as Bank of Ireland Mortgages and The Mortgage Store is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Now extended until 

30 Novem
ber

OMI012268 Mortgages Meath Chronicle Press ad.indd   1 14/03/2017   15:53
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Message from the Coach
Thank you to everyone that has once again taken to the road 
in support of these players and of Leinster Rugby. Over the 
last few months we have seen the extraordinary lengths that 
people go to in support of this team. 

We saw the great scenes as Tullamore RFC chartered an Irish 
Rail train especially for their big day out for the Northampton 
game. We know that some of you travelled from the UK, from 
the States, from Amsterdam, from Belgium, from France and 
from Germany to be with us that day for the Christmas fixture. 
And indeed for every game at the RDS in some cases.

We had the incredible atmosphere in the Aviva Stadium only a 
few weeks ago with over 50,000 of you roaring the players on to a great win over Wasps, the team at the top 
of the Aviva Premiership. 

Only a few days later the 2017/18 Season Tickets went on general sale and they have been snapped up in 
great numbers and that was before you knew the implications of a Sunday evening trip to Lyon. The support 
and the financial burden is not taken for granted and is hugely appreciated by everyone involved with the 
team. 

But what an amazing place to be. This weekend in Lyon against one of the best teams in the TOP14 and in-
deed in European rugby. The last four of the European Rugby Champions Cup is where we all want to be. 80 
minutes away from the Final in Edinburgh on the 13th May.

The journey has been eventful to say the least but doesn’t that make it all the more sweeter?

How brilliant has it been to see players blooded in the Champions Cup last season in trying circumstances, 
coming of age this season. Tadhg Furlong and Garry Ringrose started their first ever Champions Cup game 
last January in Round 5 in the RDS against Bath. They have just come through a 6 Nations with Ireland where 
they started every game and in Garry’s case, finished every game also. 

Our player pathway model is hugely important to us and that has been crucial to this success. The model 
does not allow us to go out and recruit heavily from abroad as teams in the Premiership and the TOP14 can 
do and so it is extremely satisfying to see players graduate from the club and schools game into our Sub and 
full Academy and then into our Senior team and to see them thrive on the biggest of stages. 

Huge credit to everyone involved in the game of rugby in Leinster. 

To the supporters. To the sponsors and the partners. To the OLSC. To the volunteers. To the parents and the 
minis coaches. To the Leinster CROs and CCROs on the ground doing great, often unseen, work. To the schools 
games masters and the club coaches dedicating themselves to the next generation. 

It all leads to our Women’s team winning an Interprovincial title and to our Men’s team reaching the last four 
of the premier European rugby competition and to riding high in the Guinness PRO12. 

This day is for you. Enjoy it and be proud of the role that you all play in shaping this and the future genera-
tions of Leinster Rugby players From The Ground Up. 

Safe travels and enjoy the game. 

Leo 
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Message from the Committee
The European season comes to a head this weekend as the boys face an 
arduous trip to Lyon to face Clermont in what will be our third journey to 
France this campaign. Disappointingly, we have only a draw and defeat to 
Castres and Montpellier to show for this but Sunday would be the perfect 
time to turn that all around.

The newly renovated 41,000 seater Stade Matmut de Gerland on the banks 
of the Rhone in the south of the city will be the venue for what promises to 
be a raucous welcome from our hosts. 

The city of Clermont itself is about a two-hour drive from Lyon and the 
Sunday 4pm kick-off ensures that we will be vastly outnumbered by 

opposition fans. It is vitally important that everyone dons the blue jersey to show our support to the lads. If 
you have never been to an away match in France before, it is highly unlikely you will meet a better set of fans 
for both atmosphere and general rugby knowledge, so enjoy it. 

Victory won’t come easily, with our last victory against the French powerhouses coming on April 29, 2012 in 
the semi final of the Heineken Cup in Bordeaux. Since then we have tasted defeat at the hands of Clermont, 
including twice in the pool stages in 2012/13 season, which proved to be our last meeting. On the back of 
a positive Six Nations campaign from our boys and that great victory over Wasps at the Aviva, we know this 
team has it in them to set the record straight. 

With all this in mind we would encourage everyone to be as vocal as possible in your support of the boys 
in blue. It is crucial we once again become the sixteenth man and give energy to what will undoubtedly be 
jaded bodies come the closing stages. 

With many supporters making a weekend of it, there is plenty to do in France’s third city, which is a UNESCO 
World Heritage site and is known widely for its stunning cuisine. The Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourvière and 
Fine Arts Museum are two cultural aspects you should try and take in – on foot, tuk tuk or electric bike.

Don’t forget to look for us handing out our traditional European semi-final caps outside the stadium. We look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible and we hope everyone has a fantastic experience. 

Finally, there will be plenty of locals out on Sunday, if you are wondering why, it is because it is election day 
here.

Allez Les Blues!

C’MON LEINSTER! 
The OLSC Committee




