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Introduction

Croke Park in Dublin is the largest sports stadium in Ireland and the principal
stadium and headquarters of the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA).

Since 1884 the site has been used primarily by the GAA to host Gaelic
games, most notably the annual finals of the All-Ireland Senior Football
Championship and Senior Hurling Championship. Music concerts by major
international acts have also been held in "Croker", as it is often called, and it
hosted the opening and closing ceremonies of the 2003 Special Olympics. 

During the refurbishment of Lansdowne Road the stadium is also hosting the
Irish national rugby union and soccer teams.

Following a redevelopment programme started in the 1990s, Croke Park has
a capacity of 82,300, making it the fourth largest stadium in Europe and the
current largest stadium in the Six Nations Championship.  The match 
between Leinster and Munster will be the first Heineken European Cup
match to be played there and will set a world record for attendence at a
Rugby Union club match
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Getting there

Iarnród Éireann
Iarnród Éireann provides convenient travel services for anyone travelling to
Croke Park from rail connected locations around the country.

In addition to scheduled services special additional trains are provided on
event days. These operate to Dublin on the morning of the event and return
that evening. Tickets for these trains are sold on www.irishrail.ie in advance
of major events.

Extra local services are operated to and from Maynooth on event days.
These service Drumcondra station which is 5 minutes walk from Croke Park.

For further information on all scheduled and special services and ticket 
booking log on to www.irishrail.ie in the weeks prior to matches, or other
major events.

Dart & Luas
Both the DART and the LUAS networks provide an excellent service from
many different parts of Dublin. In most cases parking is available at the 
various stations along the route. If using DART or LUAS - both bring you
within easy walking distance of the stadium and both services can get you
back to your car really swiftly. LUAS run additional services to facilitate
events at Croke Park.
For further information on travel times and connection points visit
www.dart.ie and www.luas.ie

Dublin Bus
Dublin Bus offers a high frequency, accessible and easy to use service from
all over Dublin. While a number of the services will bring you quite close to
the stadium many others will get you to the centre of the city which is also
within a 15 minute walk of the stadium.
For further information on travel times and connection points visit:
www.dublinbus.ie

Road Routes
As we have pointed out Croke Park is well served by public transport. We
strongly recommend that you don't drive to the stadium. There are plenty of
parking facilities available which are easily linked to one of the many forms
of public transport that are available.
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Recommendation
Croke Park is well served by public transport. Bus, Rail, DART and LUAS
can all bring you to less than a 15 minute walk from the ground. Why not use
public transport and have a completely relaxing day? It really makes sense.
For one thing you won’t have to worry about your car.
Croke Park is situated in a residential area that has limited parking. Local
residents have every right to expect to have priority on that parking.
And remember the authorities will be continuing their policy of clamping in
the area on event/match days. Why risk spoiling a great day out?
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Stadium Layout

Croke Park is situated in the north Dublin neighbourhood of Drumcondra and
is bordered by Jones's Road to the west, Clonliffe Road to the north, St.
James Avenue to the east and the Royal Canal to the south.

For ease of access on match days the stadium operates a colour coded
ticket system, these are clearly signposted around the streets as you 
approach Croke Park.

For further information please visit www.crokepark.ie
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Pubs and Restaurants
Croke Park is centrally located with a number of bars on all approaches to
the ground, with O’Connell Street being just a 15-20 minute stroll away you
will have no problem finding somewhere to eat or drink (both before and
after the game).

For post match refreshments, supporters
can avail of a special offer from The Horse
Show House in Ballsbridge, where for €10
you can have a pint and a bowl of Irish
Stew

Hotels
If you are staying in Dublin for the game we can recommend the following
hotels
www.d4hotels.com
www.jurys.com
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Turn Leinster Blue

Turn YOUR province BLUE this
week and pick up some of the great
deals for Leinster merchandise
inside the Leinster Rugby Store in
Donnybrook

As well as a wide selection of 
Leinster Jerseys, t-shirts, polo
shirts etc why not pick up the 
following BLUE Leinster 
merchandise in stock

Leinster Car Flags €5
Medium Sized Leinster Flag €5
Foam Leinster Claw €8
Large Flag (not on stick) €10

The Leinster Rugby Store is open from 12-7pm every day
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The time is now

The team is heading into one of its
biggest matches in its history on
Saturday and the OLSC is calling
on every single supporter 
attending the game to stand up
and be counted. Coming on the
heels of the unrelenting display of
support in the Twickenham Stoop
on Easter Sunday we know what
we are capable of. 

Even international matches don’t come much bigger than this semi final, set
to be played in front of 82,000 people, so this is our time to make the 
difference. We expect the team to leave nothing on the pitch and they can
expect us to give it everything we have from kick off to the final whistle. We
are going to let the team know we’re behind them for every second of those
80 minutes. 

The supporters can, as shown against Harlequins, really make that crucial
difference. We can push the team over that line. In a game of inches, that
could be the difference that will see us to victory. The difference the 16th
man can make should never be underestimated. Let’s be the best we can
be.

Be seen. Be heard. Be Blue. BELIEVE!

C’MON LEINSTER! 

OLSC committee
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‘...a momentous day...’

The Heineken Cup semi final is almost upon us and the nerves and excitement are 
increasing as each day passes. Whatever way you look at it, Saturday will be a 
momentous day for Leinster and Irish rugby.

We have great respect for Munster as a side who have been the benchmark in 
European rugby in recent years. I know many have given us no chance in this contest
but our self belief and the belief of our faithful supporters have in us will be driving our
challenge for a place in the final. I am pleased with the hunger and application that we
showed last weekend against Glasgow, particularly in the second half, and the key
words from a coaching point this week are BELIEF and COMMITMENT to the Leinster
style of game.

I hope that each and every Leinster supporter savours the occasion. The Bank of 
Ireland Monthly Award last weekend to our '16th man' in the Twickenham Stoop for the
backing you gave to help the team to the Quarter Final victory over Harlequins was 
fitting. Your support that day inspired us and I want each of our supporters who have
followed us at home and on the road to know how much we appreciate all that you give
to the team.

Each of us understands the significance of Croke Park in Irish society. I have visited the
ground on a number of occasions over the last few years and I believe that it is an arena
that will inspire us on Saturday.

This weekend is about all Leinster supporters of all ages. We have enjoyed getting out
to visit some of the clubs and schools over the last few years across the province and I
know how proud each of the counties are of the team. I know that the support from the
capital city and across the whole province will galvanise us further as we take another
step on this journey together.

Our pledge to you, our loyal supporters, is that we will be doing our utmost to try to bring
you success.

Enjoy the game,

MICHAEL CHEIKA
Leinster Coach
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