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Introduction
Bath is a beautiful rugby mad city 
located in the south west of England, 
with a population of circa 85,000 it was 
established by the Romans as a spa 
town in 43 aD.

Bath Rugby Club is one of the oldest 
in existence, formed in 1865 by 
members of the Lansdown Cricket 
Club as ‘something to do in the winter’ 
– today it is known as one of the most 
prestigious rugby clubs in the world.

the town of Bath is a very popular 
tourist destination both from people 
within the UK but also those coming 
from abroad. there is much to see and 
do, most of which can be done on foot. 
this includes the walks along the river 
avon that runs through the city and is 
near the Recreation ground, venue of 
this weekend’s fixture.

Arriving in Bath
Fly to Bristol and take the OLSC transfer service directly to Bath. at the time of 
writing limited seats were available for some flights, the cost is €25 return or €15 
one way – email olsc@leinsterrugby.ie for more details.

If a coach for your flight is not available take the Flyer Bus from outside Arrivals 
that will take you to Bristol temple Meads train station (£7 return). From there you 
can connect to Bath Spa. From other parts of the UK you can get a train or hire 
a rental car (www.thetrainline.co.uk or www.arguscarhire.com/corporate and 
quote OLSC for a 5% discount).

Accommodation
at the time of writing accommodation was already full, try www.laterooms.com 
or stay in nearby Bristol, the last train after the game is 12.05am (Monday morning) 
and the journey is 15 minutes – more details can be found at www.thetrainline.co.uk



If you can’t stay in Bath, 
staying at the IBIS Bristol 
temple Meads hotel is an 
option as it is beside the train 
station, ideal for the last train 
home.

Supporters HQ
the OLSC has arranged for 
the Pig & Fiddle on Saracen 
Street to be our base. the 
team there will be looking after 
Leinster supporters with food 
served across the weekend, 
other heineken Cup action will 
also be on the big screens, 
there is an outside area and 
free wifi for the smartphone 
addicts among you. Pubs 
shut earlier in the UK than at 
home so for a late drink we 
recommend the huntsman 
Inn on terrace Walk in Central 
Bath. Open to 1am on Friday 
and 2am on Saturday. 

Wining and dining
Bath has no shortage of cafes, 
restaurants and bars. One we 
would recommend is the Moon & Sixpence, 27 Milsom Place, Bath BA1 1BZ  
(www.moonandsixpence.co.uk), they also accept bookings on line and by phone.

Things to see and do during your stay
• Bath Rugby v Leinster Rugby – kick off at 12.45pm, don’t sleep in! 
• The Christmas Markets – 120 stalls, ends on the Sunday night
• Visit a thermal spa – www.thermaebathspa.com
• Open top deck bus – buy tickets on board at stops around the city
• Southgate – a new shopping centre located in the city centre
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Getting to the ground
This weekend’s fixture will be played at the home of Bath Rugby, The Recreational 
Grounds – better known as ‘the Rec’ which is located in the city centre. Make sure 
you get to the ground early to soak up the pre-match atmosphere. the ground 
opens at 11.15am.

the Recreation Ground
Spring Gardens
Bath
BA2 4DS
Tel: 01225 469230 
www.bathrugby.com

Bath Rugby has a dedicated 
shop selling a range of 
merchandise, located at 1 argyle 
Street (outside the ground) this 
will be open 10am – 4pm on Saturday and Sunday, it is also open during the week. 
the club also has a mobile shop in operation on match day.

Flags
The flags issued in the RDS (with a white plastic pole) have been cleared by 
the Dublin airport authority for hand luggage and should also be acceptable 
to pass through UK airports. the Supporters Club team will have a limited 
number of flags to hand out in Bath however please bring what you can from 
home.

OLSC tips
When checking in to your accommodation be sure to take a business card 
and/or map from your hotel reception as these should have the street address 
details of your accommodation that you can show a taxi driver. If you become 
disorientated after dark it can be used as a reference to find your way back. It 
also can help when staying at a chain hotel if you forget which location you are 
actually staying in!

Data roaming: The Supporters HQ will have free wifi across the weekend allowing 
you to save money on expensive roaming costs, to avoid a large bill when you get 
back to Ireland we suggest you keep roaming switched off for the entire weekend.
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Bristol Airport Departure Specials for Leinster supporters
For those travelling back to Dublin through Bristol Airport, Bar Zero 9 in the 
departures area has some special offers for Leinster supporters:
• Four-pint jugs of beer from £11 
• 20% discount off food
• Table service 

Just show your used match ticket to avail of the special offer.

Keep in touch 
with the OLSC

Did you know that 
the OLSC is on the 
world wide web? 

Join us now to be 
kept up to date 
with the latest 

OLSC news and 
merchandise 
information. 

Facebook: 
Official Leinster 
Supporters Club

Twitter:  
OLSCRugby

Website:
www.olsc.ie



Message from the coach
Dear Leinster Supporter,
I would firstly like to thank you for your 
outstanding support so far in our opening 
games of this year’s heineken Cup both 
away to Montpellier and in our Round 2 
victory over Glasgow Warriors in the RDS.

It goes without saying that Sunday’s 
game against Bath will be another 
enormous test of our squad’s durability 
against one of the great traditional clubs 
in English and European rugby. any side 
that is coached by the hugely decorated 
Sir Ian McGeechan will be formidable 
opponents and with the strength in depth which they have in their squad, it 
should make for another enthralling game.

Stephen Donald seems to have taken to life in Bath after playing a brief but 
very influential role for New Zealand in their recent World Cup success. He is 
one of a number of key performers in their ranks who have proven their quality 
on the highest stage, while Springbok scrum-half Michael Claasens has an eye 
for an opportunity. In the likes of Nick Abendanon and Matt Banahan they have 
pace and power while, up front, we will need to prepare for a war of attrition 
against their impressive pack led by long time Leicester player and England 
World Cup captain Lewis Moody. Former Ulster lock Ryan Caldwell is a strong 
and aggressive player who will have a good knowledge of Leinster and carried 
the ball well against Montpellier in their 16-13 win at ‘the Rec’.

Pool 3 is certainly shaping up to be a close group with all four teams still in 
contention. these back-to-back games in December can often go a long way 
to determining the outcome of the pool so we will need to be very focused 
this test and the return leg in the aviva Stadium in a positive manner.

I hope that you enjoy your trip to Bath; one of the most picturesque cities on the 
heineken Cup circuit. Your support means an enormous amount to the team and 
management and the colour and noise which you bring to each game gives us all 
a great lift. as this is our closing away guide before the Christmas break I would 
like to thank all of you for your support on our travels across Europe thus far and 
wish each of you and your families a Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Enjoy the game,

JOE SCHMIDT
Leinster Coach Official Sponsor Leinster Rugby



Message from the OLSC committee

here we are at the half-way point of the pool stages as defending champions 
of the heineken European Cup. the trip to Bath brings us to the rugby 
heartland of the UK with all to play for as we aim to maintain the top spot in 
our group and securing a home quarter final. 

Bath Rugby has a long tradition: the current home ground ‘the Rec’ is an 
intimate venue with a capacity of just over 12,000 so all members of the Blue 
army in the ground this weekend will have an important role to play.

We have arranged for a small number of flags to be shipped over for the 
game but please bring what you can yourself (flags issued in the RDS/Aviva 
stadium have been cleared by the DAA and should also be fine to pass 
through security at any UK airports). Use the flags for colour and bring your 
singing boots to cheer on the boys in blue throughout.

In addition to the rugby, be sure to see some of the other sights that this 
beautiful city has to offer, from the Christmas markets to a session in the 
famous spa, we hope you enjoy your time this weekend.

Finally, our supporters hQ for this weekend will be Pig & Fiddle, whether you 
are travelling alone or in a group our base is designed as central meeting 
point for fans, we hope to see you there at some point during the weekend.

C’MON LEINSTER!

OLSC committee
Official Sponsor Leinster Rugby



Showing now at www.bluemagic.ie

Isa Nacewa, Joe Schmidt, Richardt Strauss
and Jono Gibbes bring you the inside story.
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