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Introduction
London is a city that 
needs no introduction. 
The capital will 
this weekend host 
thousands of Leinster 
supporters as we 
reach the most 
important day of 
the season so far, 
the defence of the 
Heineken Cup at 
Twickenham.

There is much to see and do, we have listed our top five suggestions later in this 
guide. If you have the time we suggest you take in some of the sights. The city is 
gearing up for the Olympics over the summer so is already buzzing.

Arriving in London
London has six airports, Heathrow, Gatwick, City, Stansted, Luton and the newly 
opened Southend. All have rail and/or bus connections to central London. 
Be sure to check with your airline for any discounts available on rail tickets 
(normally on board or via their website).

Given the price of flights we know Leinster supporters are also using other 
airports to make their way to London. Birmingham, Bristol, Manchester, Leeds 
and Southampton to name a few, these all have rail links to the capital, our 
advice would be to book early as walk-up fares can be expensive – visit  
www.thetrainline.co.uk for fare information and to book.

There are also a number of bus operators that serve airports throughout the UK, 
www.nationalexpress.co.uk, www.easybus.co.uk and  
www.megabus.co.uk

Airport transfers by private hire/taxi: If travelling in a large group it may be cheaper to 
pre book a taxi/private car than buy rail/bus tickets visit www.airporttaxis-uk.co.uk  
For bookings on the move, download the iPhone app for ‘Green Tomato Cars’ to 
avail of a 10% discount on any cash/credit card bookings.

Rental Cars: The OLSC has a 5% discount offer with Argus car rentals, visit 
www.argusrentals.com/corporate and quote ‘OLSC’. Alternately check any 



deals your airline may 
have with their partners.

In and around London:
Depending on where you 
are staying and how long 
you are in London a travel 
card may be cheaper 
than buying individual 
tickets, an integrated 
transport operator website 
is available to plan your 
journey – www.tfl.gov.uk

Supporter HQ
For this weekend, given 
supporters are staying 
in various areas – some 
taking in the Amlin Cup 
game on the Friday and 
some not, we have three 
bases arranged for you.

The Porterhouse – 
Covent Garden: our 
London base throughout 
the season, Myra and 
the Porterhouse team 
will welcome supporters 
who are in central London 
over the weekend. Both 
the Amlin Challenge Cup 
and Heineken Cup final 
will be played live. Tube 
maps can be downloaded 
from www.thetube.com 
or booklets are free of 
charge in every station. The nearest tube station is Leicester Square on the 
Northern (black) and Picadilly (dark blue) lines. Note that at certain times this 
station can become very busy.



1. Exit via EXIT 4 (Cranbourne Street/Covent Garden)
2. On leaving the station turn immediately left
3.  Almost immediately, turn right at the Prêt à Manger onto GARRICK STREET
4. Continue straight down Garrick Street onto BEDFORD STREET
5. Take second left onto Maiden Lane
6. Porterhouse 15 metres on the right

The William Web Ellis: Located to the left if you exit Twickenham main line 
station, it is a short stroll from the stadium. Eroll and his team welcome Leinster 
supporters across the weekend with a number of big screen TVs, free wifi and 
20% discount on food when you present your match ticket. The William Web 
Ellis will also have a live band to entertain you after the final. 

The European Champion’s Village: This year’s fanzone is located at the West 
Carpark near Twickenham stadium, it opens at 12 noon on Saturday and is 
open till late. Note at the time of writing there was no big screen organised to 
show the game live. Entrance is free. 

The OLSC will be based inside the fanzone from 1pm distributing a limited 
number of flags, free temporary face tattoos and applying blue hair and body 
spray. The zone will include bars with feedback being used from last year 
to improve service. There will also be a limited number of our much loved 
beverage carriers available for sale. 

Things to see and do during your stay
• Heineken Cup Final – Twickenham Stadium, KO 5pm Saturday
• Amlin Challenge Cup Final – Twickenham Stoop, KO 8pm Friday
•  The London Eye – spectacular views of London – www.londoneye.com
• Open top bus around London – www.theoriginaltour.com
• Shopping on Oxford Street – world renowned retail heaven

Flags
The flags issued in the RDS (with a white plastic pole) have been cleared by 
the Dublin Airport Authority for hand luggage and should also be acceptable to 
pass through UK airports. The OLSC team will have a limited number of flags to 
hand out in the fanzone however please bring what you can from home.

ALERT FOR THOSE TRAVELLING WITH RYANAIR 
Ryanair.com is due to close for maintenance for 24-hours commencing at 4pm on Friday 18, May. 

You will need to have checked in online and printed your boarding cards in advance of this.



OLSC tips
Accommodation: When checking in to your accommodation be sure to take a 
business card and/or map from your hotel reception as these should have the 
street address details of your accommodation that you can show a taxi driver. 

Data roaming: Data roaming can be expensive when abroad; unless you have 
a special tariff with your operator (eg ‘3 like home’). To avoid ‘bill shock’ on your 
return, we suggest you keep roaming switched off for the entire weekend. 
Free wifi is available at the Twickenham village supporter base the William Web 
Ellis Pub, as well as the likes of McDonalds, Starbucks etc. Some large shopping 
centres also have free wifi.

Keep in touch 
with the OLSC

Did you know that 
the OLSC is on the 
world wide web? 

Facebook: 
Official Leinster 
Supporters Club

Twitter:  
OLSCRugby

Website:
www.olsc.ie



OLSC discounts for supporters
Leinster clothing: The Heineken Cup final has become a showpiece of 
European rugby and with all the colour that this brings we need to make the 
Leinster colours stand out. The boys need to see as much blue as possible so 
please bear this in mind when packing. If you need new gear don’t forget that 
the Leinster Rugby Store offers all season ticket holders 10% discount on 
presentation of their plastic card – see  www.leinsterrugbystore.ie for details.

Outdoor gear: Camping or taking the ferry and need something for the 
journey? Show your season ticket card before close of business this Friday to 
avail of a 10% discount at 53 Degrees North – www.53degreesnorth.ie

Dublin airport specials:
•  Short-term car parking at Dublin airport (T1 & T2) is available from €8.95 at 

www.dublinairport.com by quoting  ‘FINAL’ when booking

Show your Heineken Cup final match ticket and receive 20% off food and 
beverages as follows:

•  Terminal 1 – Burger King, Caviar house, Starbucks and Soho Coffee Co, which 
serves a great range of beers and sandwiches 

•  Terminal 2 – Slaney Bar (also serves food), Burger King and Flutes Champagne 
Bar

Bristol airport specials: Show your match ticket  to get deals

Bar Zero 9: Four-pint jugs of beer from £11/Buy two large glasses of house 
wine (white, red and rosé) and get the rest of the bottle FREE. 20% discount   
on food

Dexters Restaurant: Two full English breakfasts for £10

Soho Cafe - Landside and airside: Bacon and 
Sausage roll with a tall coffee for £2.99 until 
11am/ Jacket Potato with a tall coffee for 
£2.99 after 11am

Burger King offer:  Buy one get one 
free offer as per voucher on the following 
page in the following airports: Belfast, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Dublin, East Midlands, 
Liverpool, Luton, Manchester and 
newcastle. *NB Bristol Airport branch closed for 
renovation this weekend.

Save EEEEEE with the OLSC 



Getting to the stadium
For those not familiar with 
Twickenham Stadium it is 
situated in a residential area 
and as such becomes very 
congested on match days. If 
you are coming from central 
London we would recommend 
getting a train to Twickenham 
early to soak up the atmosphere 
or alight at nearby Richmond 
and walk the 30-minute journey 
(or take bus 281,267 or H22) to 
Twickenham.

If you are driving we would 
recommend you park your 
car early as streets will be 
closed as kick off approaches. 
Clamping is in operation, we 
would suggest using public car parking facilities: www.ncp.co.uk



Message from the coach
dear Leinster Supporter,

On behalf of everyone involved in Leinster Rugby 
I would like to thank you for your incredible support 
of the team again this year. From Montpellier to 
Bath, Glasgow and the cauldron of Stade Chaban 
delmas in Bordeaux.

Each game required tremendous effort, 
concentration and commitment from the 
players and your support, especially when 
times were tough, helped get us over the line 
in a number of tight fixtures. This weekend we 
travel to an all-Ireland final at the home of English Rugby. This is Leinster’s 
third trip to Twickenham, having played both London Irish and London Wasps 
there in recent years, and it’s also our third Heineken Cup final, which is a 
phenomenal effort by everyone involved.

Ulster will be formidable opponents. They are a well-coached side under Brian 
McLaughlin and David Humphreys, with strength in depth having outstanding 
emerging local players such as Darren Cave, Craig Gilroy and Paddy Jackson, 
world-class international talent in John Afoa, Ruan Pienaar, Johann Muller and 
Pedrie Wannenburg and then some top quality Irish internationals including 
Rory Best, Stephen Ferris and Andrew Trimble. They have done a great job 
emerging from a tough pool to then beat Munster away, followed by Edinburgh 
in the semi final and I’ve no doubt that we are in line for another very tough 
game against them.
I’m conscious that many of our supporters will have travelled from the 12 
counties of Leinster, but we’re also delighted to see so many of our followers 
who are residing in London and across the UK, Europe and even further afield 
also make the effort to cheer on the team. Each of the players knows to a man 
what the jersey means to you and in these financially challenging times it is a 
massive boost to have you backing the boys in London. They’re proud of what 
and, importantly, who they represent and they will be doing their best to get 
over the line in London.
Finally, to everyone in the OLSC and Bank of Ireland who have helped with the 
publication of this supporters guide over the course of the campaign, thank you 
for your support of the team.
Enjoy the game, travel safely and may the best 
team win.
JOE SCHMIDT  
Leinster Coach



Message from the OLSC committee

This is the culmination of an extremely tough campaign as defending 
champions in the European Cup. Saturday will see another great day in the 
club’s history as not many teams make it to defend their title, only Leicester 
have succeeded in completing the task. Make no mistake we have a massive 
task ahead of us. The boys are well prepared and we need to be too. Given 
the crowd will have a number of ‘neutrals’ the Blue Army needs to sing, shout, 
clap, stomp, or whatever it is you do, as loud and with as much energy as you 
can sustain throughout the match. If the person beside you is not a Leinster 
supporter we need you to convert them! our friends from the north are today 
our enemies on the pitch. We are well aware of their capabilities; this is club 
rugby at the highest level where anything can happen and nothing can be 
taken for granted. We need to be behind the boys every step of the way.

If you are in London for the weekend we’d encourage you to see some of 
the sights the city has to offer. If you are passing through central London 
call into our base at The Porterhouse in Covent Garden. If you can make it 
to the Amlin game on Friday night call into the William Web Ellis before or 
after as this is our base in Twickenham village. On match day the William 
Web Ellis will be open from 9am, head in for breakfast/brunch then get down 
to the ERC fanzone located at the West Carpark from 12 noon. The OLSC 
team will be there with flags, temporary tattoos and blue hair spray from 1pm. 
By getting to the zone early you’ll be beside the stadium and avoid any last 
minute rush to the gates. Lastly, enjoy the game and remember to give it 
everything you have in the support stakes!

C’MON LEINSTER!

OLSC committee


