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Happy 
Christmas

Bank of Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

To all supporters and 
friends of Leinster Rugby
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Introduction
Northampton is one of those traditional rugby towns, located in 
the East Midlands region of England with a population of circa 
212,000.

Speaking of tradition, there’s plenty of it here with a number of 
libraries, museums, galleries and churches. The city centre can 
easily be covered by foot, coincidently the region is well known 
for its shoe manufacturing industry with famous names such 
as Church’s, Crockett and Jones and Doc Martens. Many have 
factory shops open to the public even on weekends so take 

advantage of the great exchange rate and pick yourself up a pair.
Being close to Christmas, the Market Square in the centre will host a range of events, entertainment and 
seasonal treats. The nearby Market Walk will have a Victorian-inspired Christmas den offering free family-
friendly craft workshops inspired by customs from around the world.

There are plenty of other opportunities to get into the Christmas spirit too with food stalls along Abington 
Street, and the chance to meet the ghosts of Northampton past through an interactive trail on your smart-
phone – download the official ‘Love Northampton’ app for this and other activities outside of the game.

Getting to Dublin Airport 
Take the Aircoach to Dublin airport from as low as €8pp one way, full 
schedule information and ticket sales can be found at www.aircoach.
ie

Supporters driving to the airport can avail of a 10% discount on long 
term parking by quoting ‘OLSC6HF0J4’ at www.dublinairport.com 
Note this does not apply to short term car parking and applies for this 
weekend only.

If you need a taxi, try www.irelandbytaxi.com to pre book and lock in your taxi fare to/from the airport – there 
will be no unexpected surprises!

Getting to Northampton
Given the Friday evening kick off, our traveling support is expected to lower flying in from Ireland but we 
expect to see a number of supporters based in the UK given Northampton is easily accessible by both train 
and car.

The vast majority of those flying in will arrive at Birmingham International. From the airport train station take 
a direct train (journey time is under one hour) from £16.50 pp return. Timetables and ticket sales can be found 
at www.virgintrains.co.uk

On this occasion the OLSC is not running transfer buses to Northampton from East Midlands or London Luton. 
Check out www.virgintrains.co.uk for options and/or check any specials with your airline for discounted car 
rental hire. Route planners are available at www.aaroadwatch.co.uk

Happy 
Christmas

Bank of Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

To all supporters and 
friends of Leinster Rugby
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Accommodation
Supporters are staying in the city centre with the IBIS Hotel and Park Inn being popular choices. For anyone 
looking at accommodation at short notice there are still a number of city centre options available.

Supporters HQ
As was the case for our last visit to Northampton, The Wig & Pen at 19 St Giles 
Street in the centre of Northampton will again be our Supporters HQ this 
weekend.

Anna and her team welcome supporter, serving a range of real ales and ciders, 
over 40 worldwide bottled beers and a range of taps on draught. The Wig & 
Pen also has an extensive food menu serving until 8pm on Friday and 4pm 
Saturday. There are plenty of screens for other European Cup games, free wifi 
and an outside area at the rear with 10 electric heaters to keep us nice and 
warm.

OLSC Santa Hats and Flags! 
The OLSC in association with Bank of Ireland will have a limited number of our shiny blue Santa hats and 
flags to give-away to those attending the game this weekend. Look out for the committee and volunteers at 
Franklin’s Gardens as when these are gone and are gone. Flags handed out at the RDS with the while poles are 
cleared as hand luggage with the Dublin Airport Authority. If you do get one of our hats, please bring them 
back to the return fixture at Aviva Stadium next week.

Saints Supporters
For those wanting to know what our counterparts at The Saints Supporters Club (SSC) are up to, check them 
out online:

Website: www.saintssupportersclub.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.zcom/saintssupportersclub
Twitter: www.twitter.com/saintsrugby_ssc

Top 5 things to see and do this week-end 
1. Northampton Saints v Leinster Rugby, KO 7.45pm Friday
2. Northampton’s Market Square in the city centre 
3. 78 Derngate, designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh – www.78derngate.gov.uk
4. Virtual Aerospace – try out a 737 flight simulator!
5. Northampton Museum & Art Gallery, see the largest collection of footwear in the world
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The Stadium

Franklin’s Gardens
Weedon Road,
Northampton NN5 5BG
Tel: + 44 1604 751 543
Twitter: @TheGardenVenue

Home to the Saints, the 13,500 capacity stadium 
has had some redevelopment since it was first built 
in 1880 when the club was formed. This old school 
rugby ground is located 20 minutes walk from the city 
centre.

Other options include a taxi (circa £10) or take a number 3,5,9,15, 50 0r 96 bus that all pass the train station 
and stop beside Franklin’s Gardens. 

If driving, all public car parking is in Car Park D on Edgar Mobbs Way (directions are available at www.
northamptonsaints.co.uk/matchday. Pre booking car parking is strongly advised.

Gates at the ground will open on Friday night at 5.00pm, we’d strongly encourage you to make your way to 
the ground as early to avoid any Friday night traffic delays. The village inside the ground has no less than six 
bars and a number of hot food options.
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OLSC Offers
Season ticket holders can avail of the following discounts throughout the season – not just this weekend.

Life Style Sports
OLSC members receive 10% off all full priced stock store-wide, by showing their plastic card in store. If 
shopping online quote ‘OLSC1617’.

CityJet
Season ticket holders receive free security fast track access at Terminal one Dublin airport when flying on 
any Cityjet flight. Simply show your plastic season ticket card at the entrance to the security lane with your 
boarding pass.

The Bridge 1859
Season ticket holders receive 20% off all food 7 days a week. In addition to this, food and drinks will have 20% 
off 2 hours before and after any Leinster AWAY game. 

The Exchequer
Gordon D’Arcy’s Exchequer bar on Exchequer Street, Dublin 2 offers €4.50 pints on selected beers before and 
after a home game. The Exchequer Wine bar in Ranelagh offers a complimentary glass of wine with any main 
meal purchased on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday before or after a game. Both deals require presentation 
of your plastic season ticket card.

Sportsfile
Sportsfile capture both players and supporters home and away. Purchase any image from their website and 
quote ‘OLSC1617’ to receive a 15% discount.

Horse Show House
OLSC members can show their card at the Horse Show House for pints of Guinness for €4.50 on match days

Zambrero
Ex Leinster player Darragh Fanning offers season ticket holders a 15% discount on all food and drinks when 
you show your plastic season ticket holder card. 

Oslo Beauty
Rob Kearney is offering season ticket holders a 10% discount on treatments on Monday and Tuesdays. To avail 
of the discount quote ‘Leinster Rugby’ or simply say ‘Rob sent you!’.

Windsor Motor Group
Season ticket holders who show their plastic card will receive 15% off any car service including labour, parts 
or bodyshop work. Windsor are also offering €500 off any new or used car. 

Mao
Season ticket holders who show their card will receive 10% off the A La Carte menu in Mao restaurants. This 
offer does not apply to Mao at Home.
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boi.com/realrewards

Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Interest is charged on cash advances and outstanding balances. Purchase Interest is charged if you don’t pay your credit card
in full by your due date. Credit cards are subject to annual Government stamp duty of €30. Over 18s only. Bank of Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Sign up today to our Rewarding You loyalty 
programme to start collecting points.

Simply link your personal credit card account 
and your Real Reward card and collect 
250 bonus points.

Rewarding you.
Use your personal  
Credit Card for  
purchases anywhere  
and earn SuperValu  
Real Rewards points.

MR JOHN SMYTH

EXPIRESEND    >

VALID
FROM>

11/2011/20
11/1411/14

Credit Card

5432 4185 0000 0105
5432 4185 0000 0105
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Message from the Coach
The Champions Cup is upon us again and like our last round 
game, we find ourselves on the road again.

A sincere thank you to those that supported us in the RDS 
against Castres and in particular to those that went to such 
trouble and expense to travel to Montpellier in Round 2. 

The support that we receive is always appreciated but away 
games at this time of the year in particular are an extra drain 
on resources but the effort – and the noise! – makes a massive 
difference to the players. 

 

As we get ready to embark on the next two rounds of fixtures we are in a relatively good place. The 
losing bonus point last day out kept us just ahead but we know too that a similar performance against 
Northampton will do us no favours in a very competitive pool. 

Northampton are full of experience and talent, recognised at the highest level by Eddie Jones and his 
England selectors over the last few weeks and we will have to be at our very best. 

On that note it is important that we take stock of our own international achievements and to have 17 
players wearing the green jersey in the Guinness Series is a source of massive pride for us all. As is the fact 
that the likes of Hugo Keenan, Oisín Heffernan, Tom Daly and Andrew Porter have taken their chances in 
that window to get caps with Leinster.

The next two weekends may not define our Champions Cup season but they will certainly help shape it and 
I know the players are ready for the tests that lie ahead.

 Thank you again and safe travels.

 

Leo Cullen 
Head Coach
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Message from the Committee
Round 3 of this season’s European Champions Cup sees 
the boys and blue and supporters heading to a tradition 
rugby hotspot in the UK that is Northampton. Our last 
visit was in December 2013 that saw us secure a 7-40 win 
in on the road – never an easy task.

Nigel Owens was in charge that day, a last minute 
change saw Cian Healy being ruled out however Leinster 
managed to secure a bonus point before half time! 

After a bruising November Internationals window this 
fixture is expected to be tough, especially with the return Northampton fixture at the Aviva Stadium next 
weekend. 

While Leinster begins the back to back fixtures with a win (Castres at home) and a loss (Montpellier away) 
under their belt, Saints will be keen to make up for lost ground after losing to Castres away (a very tough 
fixture we still await next month). Make no mistake; these two fixtures could make all the difference as to 
whether we progress to the quarter finals.

Northampton are well known as a traditional ‘old school’ club with very loud and passionate supporters, the 
team is very much part of the town and surrounding region. To those making the trip this weekend your 
singing boots and voices are once again required. Teams often talk about the ‘16th man’ and what impact it 
can have when the tough gets going, we are all expecting a very tough encounter on Friday so the boys in 
blue need us more than ever.

We hope you enjoy the weekend in Northampton, be sure to visit The Wig & Pen who are our supporter’s base 
in the centre for pre and post match drinks with Saints supporters as well as other members of the blue army.

Look out for volunteers from the OLSC at the stadium before the game handing out a very limited number 
of flags and shiny blue Santa hats. If you get a hat this weekend please do your best to bring it to the return 
fixture at Aviva Stadium next weekend as well as to Thomond Park on the 26th and Ulster in the RDS on New 
Years Eve.

Those interested in travelling to Castres next month for round 4 of the competition should keep an eye on 
Sky Sports and BT Sport at the conclusion of next weekend’s games as the exact kick off times and day will 
be announced then.

On behalf of the OLSC committee we would like to wish all Leinster supporters a Merry Christmas and what 
will hopefully be, a silver new year.

Be seen, be heard, be blue…

C’MON LEINSTER!
OLSC Committee




