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Netball Facilities  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Question: Is netball an indoor or outdoor sport? 
Answer: Netball is played outdoor and indoors. Outdoor courts are mainly used by schools and clubs 
(up to County League competition). Performance programmes, Regional Leagues, National Leagues 
and International competition are all played indoors. Recreational programmes during the peak netball 
season are most successful using indoor facilities but during the summer months, outdoor courts are 
popular amongst all.  England Netball’s National Schools’ Finals event is played outdoors. Our 
National Clubs’ Finals events are played indoors. 
 
Question: What is the size of a netball court and are there smaller courts for younger age 
groups? 
Answer:  A netball court is 30.5m x 15.25. This is the same for all levels of competition including High 
5 (under 11s). 
 
Whilst we support and encourage creativity with smaller spaces to allow the game to be played, we 
do not recommend that reduced size courts are planned for when building new facilities as this 
restricts competition. For further advice and guidance on utilising smaller spaces, please contact:-

facilitydevelopment@englandnetball.co.uk     
 
Question: How big do the run offs need to be? 
Answer: INF rules specify that netball court run offs should be 3.05m around the perimeter of the 
court. England Netball acknowledges that many facilities currently used for netball do not achieve this 
and recommends a minimum run off of 1.5m at the sides of a court and 2m at the back for Community 
and Club levels of play.  
 
All venues with reduced run offs (less than 3.05m) should be risk assessed to ensure that sufficient 
thought and consideration is given to the safety of players and officials during play.       
 
Question: What netball posts do you recommend? 
Answer:  We recommend sunken posts with post protectors that can be easily adjusted to different 
height levels (8ft, 9ft, 10ft).  Examples of the types of post that are suitable for netball can be viewed 
on our official suppliers’ website and purchased from a variety of distributors:- 
https://www.harrod.uk.com/netball/c-nbl 
 
Question: Where should sunken posts be positioned in relation to the goal line? 
Answer: Please see the illustration below. These details can also be found in the INF’s official rule 
book 2016. 
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Highgate School, 

London hosting a 

junior County 

tournament in April 

2016 on a sand 

dressed artificial grass 

surface. 

 

 
 
Question: What can be done to improve slippery courts? 
Answer: Maintaining adequate slip resistance on outdoor netball courts in both wet and dry 
conditions is very important for netball. Courts should be proactively managed by regular cleaning and 
treatment. Further information on how to maintain outdoor artificial surfaces can be in the technical 
section of SAPCA’s website:-  
http://www.sapca.org.uk/technical-guidance/codes-of-practice/more/1601/page/1/sapca-code-of-
practice-for-the-maintenance-of-synthetic-surfaces  
 
On macadam courts, if slip resistance of courts fall below acceptable levels, it may be possible to 
apply a binder or paint to prolong the surface in the short term. Any product used should ensure that 
the slip resistance achieved is equal to or greater than 75 in wet and dry conditions.  
 
Once a surface has reached the end of its expected life (for macadam courts this is approximately 10 
years), it is recommended that it is resurfaced by a SAPCA registered contractor.   
 
Question: Can netball be played on astroturf / artificial grass? 
Answer: Although not a popular choice for traditional netballers playing in County Leagues, affiliated 
netball can be played on sand dressed artificial grass surfaces and are a good multi sports solution 
where space is a premium. The most important factors are appropriate levels of slip resistance, 
having a short pile length for good ball bounce and keeping sand on the surface to a minimum. Shock 
pads underneath sand dressed surfaces make for a slower game of netball but this is less of an issue 
for juniors and recreational users.  A great example facility is at Highgate School in London (illustrated 
below). 
  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – Not all artificial grass surfaces are the same. Long pile grass surfaces with a 
rubber crumb infill (e.g. 3G pitches), or those with high levels of sand (e.g. sand filled) are considered 
unsuitable for netball. If in doubt, please refer to the performance standards for netball surfaces which 
can be found downloaded from the following webpage:- https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/facilities-
%26-courts-info/  
 
Question: What’s the best way to negotiate a long term arrangement with a facility operator? 
Answer: Established Clubs, Leagues and Associations that wish to protect regular ongoing bookings 
are advised to enter into a Community Use Agreement that sets out agreed parameters of use for a 
specified duration. An example template can be downloaded from the following Sport England’s  

webpage https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-
sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/community-use-agreements/  

 
Question: Where can we seek help with funding for facility 
improvements or obtain a letter of support? 
Answer: Funding sources for facility improvements are summarised on the 
England Netball website:- 
https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/facilities-info/funding-sources  
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If you would like to receive a letter of support from England Netball as part of a funding application, 
please give us as much notice as possible to allow us to input into the development phase. England 
Netball has developed a series of County Factsheets that summarises our vision and plans, where 
affiliated netball is taking place and what the facility investment priorities are for the area. So the first 
step when considering a project that involves a netball facility is to make contact with us to establish if 
your netball project is needed and if we can help build a good case for investment.   
 
County Factsheets and / or letters of support can be requested by emailing your local Netball 
Development Officer, Regional Manager or the National Capital Investment and Facility Manager on 
facilitydevelopment@englandnetball.co.uk 
 
Question: Who do I contact regarding a needs assessment for an Indoor Facilities Strategy or 
Playing Pitch Strategy? 
Answer:  England Netball has developed a series of County Factsheets that summarises our vision 
and plans, where affiliated netball is taking place in each County and what the facility investment 
priorities are.  
 
For a copy of the County Factsheet covering the area in question, please email the local Netball 
Development Officer, Regional Manager or National Capital Investment and Facility Manager on 
facilitydevelopment@englandnetball.co.uk 
 
Question: What colour line markings are appropriate for netball?  
Answer: Preferably white. If netball is not the priority sport within a multi-sport facility, either red or 
any other colour may be used except yellow.  Why not yellow? This is because research has 
indicated that officials find this colour harder to pick up quickly.  
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