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Lending criteria and terms and conditions apply, and security and insurance are required. Cashback offer available with mortgages drawn down 
between 3rd June 2015 and 30th June 2016. Not applicable with any other offer. The Bank may seek refund of the payment from the customer if 
50% or more of the mortgage is paid back within 5 years. Maximum mortgage is generally 3.5 times gross annual income and 80% of the property 
value (90% of the property value up to €220,000 for First Time Buyers, 70% of the full property value for Buy to Let) but these limits may vary. A 
typical variable rate mortgage of €100,000 over 20 years costs €623.20 per month at Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 4.4%. A 1% interest rate rise 
will increase this repayment by €54.35 per month (APR 5.4%). The cost of your monthly repayments may increase - if you do not keep up your 
repayments you may lose your home. The Cashback offer is not available through Mortgagestore.ie. Bank of Ireland Mortgage Bank trading as Bank 
of Ireland Mortgages and The Mortgage Store is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

bankofireland.com/mortgages

1890 365 345
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Introduction
This weekend sees a return to the Ricoh Arena nearly 
one year to the day for the last of our pool fixtures in 
the 2015/16 season of European Champions Cup. Our 
last visit was just after Wasps had relocated from High 
Wycome, they now have a good few games under their 
belt at the ground and are surfing a wave that sees them 
contenders to qualify to the knock out stages from our 
pool.

For those who didn’t get the opportunity to visit last time, 
Coventry is located in the West Midlands, just 31kms 
from Birmingham. Home to circa 330,000 along with a 
university, they even have three churches here.

Getting to Dublin Airport 
Getting to Dublin airport is easy with the direct Aircoach 
service, tickets can be booked in advance at 
www.aircoach.ie and are priced from €13 return or €8 
single. Timetables can also be obtained on their website.

If driving, the OLSC discount this season applies in the 
long term parking zone only, quote ‘OLSC1516’ at www.
dublinairport.com (excludes any promotional rates).

Getting to Coventry
We expect the vast majority of supporters who are flying in to the region for the game to use Birmingham 
International Airport (BHX). Located 11 kms from the Coventry and 35 minutes from Birmingham city centre, 
there are excellent rail links from the airport to both locations.

Birmingham airport will be familiar to many supporters from Leinster and Ireland away games over the years, 
regular trains run from the airport station and are priced from just £1.60 – there’s no need to buy in advance 
although it may save queuing at the station on arrival. Typically trains operated by Virgin are ‘fast’ and those 
operated by London Midland are ‘slow’ just something to bear in mind. Train tickets for both operators can be 
purchased from www.virgintrains.co.uk

If you are arriving into Coventry by train, the station is located 5-10 minutes’ walk from the centre, our 
supporters HQ (see below) is also nearby. 
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Supporters HQ
This weekend Leigh and the team at The Gatehouse Tavern* 
welcome the blue army. Our base will be showing other games 
from across the weekend so it’s a perfect place to meet before and/
or after the game whether you are traveling alone or in a group.

Open from 8.30am on Saturday morning, for those on the early 
flights to Birmingham they are just a 10 minute walk from the train 
station and will have a breakfast roll and pint for just £5. Pick up 
one of their cards at the bar and get a free pint with 10 stamps.

The Gatehouse is a traditional rugby pub located in central Coventry on Hill Street, beside the Premier Inn and 
they also have carparking beside Les Mills Gym if required. They serve food throughout the day and have a 
variety of beverages on offer including a rotating list of guest Ales, they also have free wifi.

*See p6 of guide for map / directions to The Gatehouse Tavern.
www.gatehousetavern.com / @TheGatehouseTav

Flags and being blue! 
The OLSC team will have a very limited number of flags that will 
be distributed around the ground on the day. Please bring what 
you can from home, those with the white plastic pole have been 
cleared as hand luggage by the Dublin Airport Authority.

If you need a new scarf, beanie, jacket or jersey, head to 
Lifestyle Sports with your plastic season ticket card to avail of 
a 10% discount. Online you can avail of the discount at www.
lifestylesports.com by using the code ‘OLSC2015’

Top 5 things to see and do this week-end 
1. Wasps vs Leinster at Ricoh Arena, KO 3.15pm on Saturday
2. Arena Centre – take in some shopping before kick off, located beside the stadium
3. Coventry Cathedral – in the city centre www.coventrycathedral.org.uk
4. Coventry Transport Museum – in the city centre, www.transport-museam.com
5. Rugby – A 10 minute train ride from Coventry, the birthplace of rugby football

Getting to the Ground
The easiest way to get there is to take the frequent and free shuttle buses from the central railway stadium. 
These will be operating from 2 hours before kickoff and then after the game.  A smaller number of shuttle 
buses will also operate from Warwick Parkway station. For easy walking directions, download the free Walkit 
app for IOS and Android, the postcode for the stadium is CV6 6GE.
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Match day stadium information
Ricoh Arena (often referred to as the City of Coventry Stadium or the Ricoh) was constructed in 2005 and 
extended in 2010. Having hosted football in the 2012 Olympics the 32,609 capacity stadium is now home to 
Wasps in addition to Coventry City (football) and the Coventry City Ladies.

The Ricoh Arena is located at Phoenix Way, Foleshill, Coventry CV6 6GE. 
Telephone: + 44 844 873 6500
Email: info@ricoharena.com 
Twitter: @richoarena

Our away allocation was scattered and we know many UK based supporters bought directly from Wasps. We 
expect the single biggest area of the blue army to be in sections 18 and 19 of the stadium.  Check the area 
number on your ticket and you’ll see on the map above what turnstile to use at the stadium.

Traffic around the ground on match days is known to be very heavy. If you do drive you must pre book your 
car parking at www.richoarenaparking.co.uk, alternatively you could park in the city centre and avail of the 
free shuttle buses on offer.

If pre booking your space and you are using a rental car, you won’t know your car registration number yet, in 
this case use ‘A1’ online.
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Tourist Information Centre   
Tel: 024 7622 5616  
E-mail:  tic@coventry.gov.uk
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You can keep up to date with all the latest news and information from the OLSC 
on our website, by liking us on Facebook and following us on Twitter. You can 
also view all our video content on our YouTube channel. Just search for us or 
simply scan the QR codes below to find us.

Keep in touch with the OLSC

Twitter:  
OLSCRugby

YouTube:  
OLSCRugby

Official Leinster Supporters Club www.olsc.ie



8

Taxis
Beside the ground there is a 24 hour casino, Tesco Extra, M&S and Next (as part of a retail park). From here you 
could take a taxi but beware you may get stuck in traffic; a taxi should be circa 10 pounds each way from the 
city centre (for up to 4 people). Away from the ground, taxis can normally be hailed in the normal way, if you 
need to call a taxi we’d recommend Central Taxis of Coventry at + 44 24 7677 7777, www.centraltaxiscoventry.
co.uk or their IOS/Android app.

Our recommendation would be to use the shuttle buses whenever possible.

Last trains from Coventry
For those not staying in Coventry, be aware of the last trains on Saturday night to avoid a potentially expensive 
taxi ride or unexpected overnight stay.

Stratford upon Avon –  8.25pm
Leamington Spa – 9.25pm 
London Euston – 10.48pm
Birmingham International Airport – 11.30pm
Birmingham New Street (City Centre) – 11.30pm
Rugby- 11.21pm 

Train tickets can be booked at www.virgintrains.co.uk regardless of the train company you are using. A taxi 
between the stadium and the train station is about a 10-15 minute journey each way (note it will take longer  
immediately before or after the game).
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Message from the Coach
Round 6 in Pool 5 of the European Rugby Champions 
Cup and we all wish things were different. But they’re 
not. What is important though is that we all learn les-
sons from this European campaign that will sustain us 
and indeed help us grow into the future. 

Players like Josh van der Flier, Luke McGrath, Tadhg 
Furlong, Peter Dooley, Ross Molony, James Tracy, Gar-
ry Ringrose and Nick McCarthy have all made huge 
strides this season and have faced some of the best 
that club rugby in Europe can throw at them. 

As a coaching staff we have come up against different 
challenges in every round and I believe that we too 

have learned and have grown as the season developed. 

Most of all though I think what we have learned about most is about consistency. If you are not consistent in 
how you go about your business in professional sport you get punished in particular at the very highest level 
of club rugby coming up against champions and former champions like Toulon, Bath and Wasps. 

But that consistency also has a place in how we go about our business on a day to day basis and on a week to 
week basis in the Guinness PRO12 and I think the days of taking games for granted or thinking of these games 
as ‘lesser’ games are gone.  Meritocracy has seen to that. 

In order to compete with the best of the best in Europe, you have to prove that you are amongst the best of 
the best in the Guinness PRO12. Every game, home and away, start of the season, during the 6 Nations, final 
home game; carries the same weight. The same four points are there to be won and indeed if lucky, five points. 

This season we have tried to bring a level of consistency to our performances and hopefully that will continue 
as we set our sights on the finishing line in late April and early May. 

There is a lot of rugby to be played between now and then though and the challenge is to keep the focus and 
stay in that week to week mind-set that will allow us to focus on what needs to be done. 

By the end of the season, we hope that this level of consistency will be rewarded first and foremost with a shot 
at some silverware. But also with a higher seeding for next season’s Champions Cup and we can then start to 
plan for the next campaign. 

For this one about to come to an end, I thank you sincerely for standing with us and for backing what we are 
trying to do. Don’t let the end of this European journey be the end of it though. Let this be just the start and 
let’s fill the RDS on a weekly basis, let’s support the lads in whatever way we can and help them to get that 
level of consistency between now and the end of the season.

I hope you have good time in Coventry and that you enjoy the game and I thank you for your support this 
weekend and indeed over all six weekends in Europe this season. See you in the RDS for Zebre in a few weeks 
time. 

Leo Cullen 
Head Coach
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Message from the Committee

The European season hasn’t gone as both the boys in 
blue or supporters would have liked.

Like last season our last pool game of the season sees 
us face Wasps on the road, however this time around it’s 
simply pride on the line as we are now unable to qualify 
to the knockout stages.

Both supporters and the team know how difficult it is to 
win in Europe especially on the road and against a team 

like Wasps who are riding a wave to top pool 5 on the road to Lyon in May.

The blue army in the stadium on Saturday is likely to be approximately 1,000 strong, a mix of those who have 
come across from Ireland and those based in the UK who have made the trek to Coventry. We’ll certainly need 
to be vocal to help spur on the boys, make sure you wear as much as you can and get to your seats early. 

Gates will open at 1.15pm on Saturday, head into the Jaquar Room for live music and banter with the Wasps 
fans.

Many supporters will be in and out of Coventry via Birmingham Airport this weekend, if you do have some 
more time, be sure to make the 10 minute train journey to nearby Rugby. Home to the Webb Ellis Rugby 
Football Museum it has memorabilia on display and shows the history of the sport.

Our Supporters HQ is once again The Gatehouse Tavern, an old school country pub in the city centre with a 
number of different beers on taps, lots of screens, outdoor areas. A perfect place to meet, hopefully we’ll see 
you for a breakfast roll and pint on Saturday morning, the perfect start to what we hope will be a positive end 
to our European campaign this season.

Be seen, be loud, be blue!

C’MON LEINSTER!

OLSC Committee


