
1

OFFICIAL 
LEINSTER 

SUPPORTERS 
CLUB

Edinburgh v Leinster Rugby 
Friday, 22nd March 2019
KO: 7:35pm

GUIDE TO 
EDINBURGH



2

Introduction

Edinburgh has been a happy hunting ground for Leinster and 
Irish rugby fans in the decade since Leo Cullen lifted our first 
European trophy in Murrayfield. Also, who could forget round 
5 of the 2015 six nations tournament where Ireland beat 
Scotland 40 – 10 and then we watched Rory Kockott celebrate 
as his France side took a 20 point beating from England while 
ensuring that we retained the 6N trophy. 

The city of Edinburgh itself is a mostly 12th century medieval 
warren which has grown and evolved into one of the more 
entertaining European capitals for visitors. There is a lot to see 

and do in Edinburgh for the curious, but it’s equally acceptable to find one good spot and hunker down for 
the weekend. The temperature rarely tops 15°C during the northern hemisphere Rugby season, so always 
wrap up well when travelling to Edinburgh.

Getting to Dublin Airport 
Get to/from Dublin airport the easy way with Aircoach, offi-
cial coach supplier to Leinster Rugby and the OLSC for our in-
ter-provincial away trips. Full time table information and their 
cheapest fares can be found at www.aircoach.ie (you can also 
buy on board). Those driving and who may need car parking at 
Dublin Airport can get 10% off any non-promotional rates in 
the red zone by using ‘‘OLSC2019’’ at www.dublinairport.com 
or via their app. If you need a taxi, try www.irelandbytaxi.com 
to pre-book and lock in your fare to/from the airport – so there 

will be no unexpected surprises! 

Flights to Edinburgh depart regularly from Dublin Airport (served by Aircoach, official coach supplier to Lein-
ster Rugby) operated by both Ryanair and Aer Lingus, including Friday afternoon and evening flights perfect 
for a rugby weekend. Getting to the city centre from the airport is as easy as buying a £7 return bus ticket 
to Waverley bridge from outside the arrivals terminal, or following the signs for the tram and getting off at 
Princes Street. Both of these also stop at or near Murrayfield if you’re going directly to a match at that venue. 
It is also possible to fly into Glasgow and get a bus or train transfer to Edinburgh from Buchanan bus station 
or Glasgow Queen Street. For a slower paced trip, you can sail and rail to Edinburgh from Dublin with Irish 
Ferries. https://www.irishferries.com/ie-en/specials-from-Ireland-to-Britain/

Where to Stay
Edinburgh is a popular tourist destination throughout the year and is replete with hotels, hostels and 
Airbnb listings. For a budget hotel with convenient access to public transport for the airport and matches in 
Murrayfield, we recommend the Premier Inn, or Travel Lodge hotels on Princes Street. in the city centre.

Getting to the Ground
Edinburgh will play their home matches at the BT Murrayfield Stadium for the foreseeable future, while plans 
for a new club ground are developed.

Murrayfield is easily accessible by bus, tram and foot from Princes Street. It is three stops west of the Princes 
Street tram stop; served by Lothian buses 12, 22, 26 and 31; or about a 40-minute walk. If you’re heading from 
our suggested meeting point Malone’s Bar, it’s about a 25 minute stroll or you can jump on the tram from the 
Haymarket stop and get off at the next station for the stadium.
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Where to Meet 
Malones Bar on Morrison Street is typically our Leinster HQ for trips to Auld Reekie. There’s always a good 
atmosphere and plenty of screens for watching other matches during a weekend of rugby action. There 

are usually a few more fans there as well to discuss team 
selection before the match and post-match to discuss 
player performance and tactics. Malones boasts the largest 
selection of Irish whiskey in Scotland and serves good pub 
food. The gourmet burger is a signature dish. Malones is 
at 242 Morrison Street Edinburgh. Opening hours - 11am 
-1am 7 Days, Mon – Sun. PH-0131 603 5550 

Flags and being blue! 
The OLSC team may have a limited number of flags to be 

distributed at the ground on match day. But we do recommend that you bring your own to be sure of bringing 
as much blue as possible. Please bring what you can from home, those with the white plastic pole have been 
cleared as hand luggage by the Dublin Airport Authority. 

The Ground 
There wont be a problem getting a ticket. BT Murrayfield is a 67,000 seater stadium and Edinburgh’s average 
attendance hovers around 6,000 annually. This is why it is absolutely essential to wear blue head to toe, bring 
extra flags, throat lozenges and to get well hydrated before the match because we have to bring our own 
atmosphere to support the team in such a large stadium as BT Murrayfield. The OLSC would recommend that 
supporters purchase tickets to the front of the West stand close to where the teams run out.

Top 5 things to see and do during your stay
1.Edinburgh Castle : At the top of the Royal Mile, this imposing fortress 
is an active military installation and a fascinating visit for learning about 
the History of Edinburgh and Scotland.

2. Holyrood Palace: The other end of the Royal Mile is the Scottish 
Parliament and the Palace of Holyrood House. A great visit to find out 
more about both modern and olden times Scotland.

3. Mary King’s Close: In the middle of the Royal Mile (but underneath 
the Royal Exchange) is an old bricked up street named Mary King’s 
Close, where visitors can enter and explore the 17th century tenements. 
Learn what it was like to live in Scotland’s 17th century tenements.

4. Going out: Starting from Malone’s, walking east up the Grassmarket, and under George IV Bridge onto the 
Cowgate you will pass dozens of bars (including several Irish pubs), taverns and clubs which are usually busy 
and offer a fantastic atmosphere, a generous helping of live music and sufficient chip shops to keep you fed 
and watered. 

5. Restaurants: For more refined dining, it is recommended to head north of Prince’s Street and to explore 
the lanes around Rose St, George St and Hill St where you will find a good blend of cheap and cheerful 
eateries and haute cuisine establishments.

https://malonesedinburgh.com/
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If you would like to support the work we do at The Down Syndrome Centre please

Text DSC to 50300 to donate €4

Your donation helps us keep our doors open to serve over 200 children and their families every week in our 
centre. We provide a wide range of essential early-intervention services and therapies, and strive to connect 
and support families across Ireland. Our mission is simple: we seek to build a brighter future for children 
with Down syndrome by helping them reach their full potential. Learn more by visiting our website www.
downsyndromecentre.ie. As we receive no government funding, your support goes directly to the children 
and families we serve. Thank you for your generosity. 

100% of your donation goes to The Down Syndrome Centre across most network operators. Some operators apply VAT which means 
that a minimum of €3.25 will go to The Down Syndrome Centre. Service Provider: LIKECHARITY, Helpline 01 443 3890

If you would like to support the work we do at MS Ireland Please 

Text KISS to 50300 to donate €4 to MS Ireland

Multiple Sclerosis Ireland is the only national organisation providing information, support and advocacy 
services to the MS community. We work to ensure that these people receive information, support and services 
when they need it most. How can you help? Just €20 could cover the hourly rate of a dedicated MS PHD 
student to research better MS treatments. €50 would maintain the MS Information line, a vital first point of 
contact, for one hour.  €65 will pay for a member of a family to attend an MS information weekend. €100 helps 
fund research projects into better understanding MS so that one day we can find a cure. €165 could help 
support newly diagnosed events and information sessions around the country. Thank you for your generosity. 

Texts costs €4. MS Ireland will receive a minimum of €3.25. Service Provider: LIKECHARITY. Helpline: 076 680 5278
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Message from the Committee
Hello from the OLSC Committee...
This away guide is brought to you by the OLSC and 
Leinster Rugby official charity partners and worthy causes 
MS Ireland and The Down Syndrome Centre. The OLSC 
would like to ask all supporters, if you are traveling to the 
game or not, to please make a €4 donation to one or both 
charities. Both organisations provide great community 
service and support to families. Your donation will go a 
long way.

We hope you enjoy round 18 of the Guinness Pro14. 
Leinster have already qualified for a home Semi Final with 
victory over the Toyota Cheetahs in round 17. Even better, 

Leo Cullen and Stuart Lancaster have renewed their coaching contracts, which will see this very successful 
coaching partnership continue for another couple of years. Great news for Leinster Rugby supporters.

With Leinster already qualified for a home semi-final, you’d be forgiven for thinking we have nothing left 
to play for in the Pro14 until knock out rugby begins. I’d caution against that attitude, we all know how 
important momentum is in rugby. Just turn your mind back to Glasgow the season before last, runaway 
leaders in their conference during the regular season, but they could not maintain their push into the final 
stages of the campaign. After the game in Edinburgh Leinster return home for round 19 at the RDS and battle 
with second placed Benetton Rugby in the Pro14. Before that there is a European Quarter final with Ulster.

Edinburgh for their part are in a play-off battle with Benetton Rugby, Scarlets and Ulster with only eight 
points separating all four teams at the time of writing. Edinburgh are currently bottom of that four-team 
tussle and have a lot to play for. 

YOUR team needs YOU. Let’s get behind our team. It is crucial we let the players know that we are behind 
them from kick off to final whistle. 

If you are on this Pro14 trip to Edinburgh, well done. Edinburgh is always a city worth visiting especially on a 
rugby weekend. It’s even better when you return home with a victory. Be seen, be loud, be proud and most 
importantly BE BLUE!  

C’MON LEINSTER!
The OLSC Committee


