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Lyon hosts our 2nd round fixture of the 2019/20 Heineken Champions Cup campaign this weekend. 
Located in the Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes region of southern France, the city is the third biggest with 
approximately 506,000 people.

The city is known for its gastronomy so be sure to check out the many superb restaurants if you can 
during your stay. The ‘Bouchon’ is a traditional Lyonnais restaurant that serves local dishes such as 
sausage, duck pate and roast pork with local wines to name but a few. With the Beaujolais region to the 
north and Cotes du Rhone in the south, you will be spoiled for choice for places to visit during your stay. 

For foodies, another local tradition is a brunch meal called “Machons” which is a dish made of local 
charcuterie and red wine. Lyon was historically known for its silk however today is a major centre for 
banking as well as chemical, pharmaceutical, biotech and gaming software industries. Tourism too though 
plays a big part for the city with over 6m tourists passing through the city each year with a slight split in 
terms of business over leisure for those who do. 

GETTING TO DUBLIN AIRPORT
Aircoach the official sponsor to Leinster Rugby 
operate frequent services to/from Dublin and the 
airport and timetables and fares can be found 
online at aircoach.ie 

Supporters driving to Dublin Airport can avail of a 10% 
discount on any non-promotional rates in the Red 
Zone by using the code OLSC2020 at dublinairport.
com

INTRODUCTION

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE TO BOOK

https://www.aircoach.ie
https://www.dublinairport.com/car-parks/long-term-parking/express-red-car-park
https://www.dublinairport.com/car-parks/long-term-parking/express-red-car-park
https://www.aircoach.ie
https://www.dublinairport.com/car-parks/long-term-parking/express-red-car-park


*Since 08/2010. The lender is Bank of Ireland Mortgages. Lending criteria and terms and conditions apply. Over 18s only. Mortgage approval is subject to assessment of suitability and affordability.

WARNING: If you do not keep up your 
repayments you may lose your home.

WARNING: You may have to pay charges 
if you pay off a fixed-rate loan early.

WARNING: If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears. 
This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.

Bank of Ireland Mortgage Bank trading as Bank of Ireland Mortgages is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Fixed Rates*
1 & 2 year

LOWEST
Our

    BOI Mortgages 
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Supporters arriving from Dublin will do so into Lyon with Aer Lingus, Ryanair or a charter operator such as 
Joe Walsh Tours. The city has two airports however commercial flights arrive at Lyon Saint Exupery Airport 
which is located 19km from the city centre. From here to the centre you can take the Rhonexpress shuttle 
direct in less than 30mins. Departures are every day between 4:25am and midnight and a guide price for a 
Round Trip return is €26.70pp. Tickets can be purchased from automated vending machines at the station 
and please note there is a surcharge of €4 if you buy on board. Tickets can be purchased in advance 
through rhonexpress.fr

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
The TCL public transport network consists of 4 metro lines, 5 
tram lines, 2 funicular railways and over 100 bus routes. 

A single ticket costs €1.80 and can be used for any mode of 
public transport. It lasts for one hour and you can change as many times as you want within this hour. 
However, you must validate your ticket every time you board a new bus/tram.

You can purchase tickets from the machines found at all metro/tram stations and major bus stops. Look 
out for the little flags in the bottom right-hand corner of the screen to change the language to English.

Bus drivers also sell single-journey tickets, but they cost €2 and will hold up the queue, so best avoid it. 
Remember also that public transport is free with the Lyon City Card. 

There is also the option of a River boat shuttle, Car Rental including ‘Bluely’ (similar to ‘Go Car’) and Velo’v 
bike rental. Click on the button below for all information and current prices,

GETTING TO LYON

Should you wish to take a taxi from the airport into Lyon Center, the cost is between €50 - €55 for a day 
fare and €65 – €70 for a night fare. 

CLICK HERE TO BOOK

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

https://www.rhonexpress.fr/en
https://www.rhonexpress.fr/en
https://www.rhonexpress.fr/en
https://thisislyon.fr/tips-and-advice/transports-in-lyon/
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 1. Lyon v Leinster, Saturday @ 4:15pm local
 2. Hop On/ Hop Off bus tour with 14 stops to choose from. Tour takes 90mins & costs   
  €21 per adult, €8 per child (aged 4 to 15)
 3. Sightseeing River Cruise along the Saone with the opportunity to view more than   
  2,000 years of history. Tour takes 50mins and €15 per adult, €8 per child (aged 3 to 10) and  
  under 3 free 
 4. Guided walking tours from €12 with options ranging from the Lyon Confluence    
  district to the National Opera, and Secrets of Lyonnais Gastronomy 
 5. Electric bikes, Unusual vehicles and Segway tours

Full information on the above (nos. 2-5 from visiterlyon.com)

LYON CITY CARD
A Lyon City Card is the best value to see the sights while having 
the access to unlimited public transport. A one day pass is €25 or 
for a two day €35, however worth noting it’s cheaper if you buy in 
advance at lyoncitycard.com

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

The benefits* include unlimited local transport, free access to 
23 museums and their temporary exhibitions, boat trip over 
the Saone River, 1 unusual or 100% essential Guided Tour as 
suggested by the Lyon Tourist Office, all the Guignol Puppet 
Shows in Lyon during the day, and lots more.  
(*At the time of writing (Nov 2019)

TOP 5 THINGS TO SEE AND DO THIS WEEKEND

https://en.visiterlyon.com
https://en.lyoncitycard.com
https://en.lyoncitycard.com
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Johnny’s Kitchen & Johnny Walsh’s
Considered to be the original Irish bars in Lyon, both these venues are located just 10 metres from each 
other. Richy Higgins from Monkstown and Adrian Walsh from Rathfarnham opened the doors over 25yrs 
ago and they’ve been thriving ever since.

Both premises are located in the Old Town Centre of Lyon (56 & 48 Rue Saint Georges) and easily 
accessible by the Vieux Lyon Metro (200m away). Johnny’s Kitchen is open from Noon to 2am at the 
weekends and happy to show every type of sports event to suit customer’s wishes. The menu for both 
food and beverages is extensive with 13 draught beers amongst the selection as well as a wide range of 
other options to choose from. Food choices range from bar snacks right through to steaks and salads with 
much more on offer also. Happy Hour is from 5-8pm and we’re reliably informed there’ll be lots of special 
offers for anyone wearing Leinster colours over the weekend.

Johnny Walsh’s, just 10 metres away, is more a concert venue opening at 18h to 4am so plenty of choice 
between both venues for refreshments & entertainment.

SUPPORTERS

Accasbel
Accasbel is a French-Irish gastropub on Place Carnot in 
Lyon city-centre, and home to the French branch of the 
Clontarf Rugby Supporters Club!  It is conveniently located 
just 100 metres from Perrache station (metro, tram, bus and 
train). Customers can enjoy the warm welcome and inviting 
atmosphere of an Irish pub, yet in an elegant French brasserie 
setting. We specialise in fine Irish craft beer and cider, and the 
best of Irish beef (Black Angus and Hereford). There will also be 
deals on selected pints and soft drinks for the weekend. Rugby 
matches live on our big screen on Friday and Saturday. 

For those looking to begin the festive season early, we are also 
situated right beside the main Christmas market in Lyon, which 
commences on Saturday, 23 November. 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Accasbel Opening Hours:

Friday 22 November:
Bar open from Noon to 2:00pm & 4:30pm to 1:00am
Kitchen open from Noon to 2:00pm & 7:00pm to 10:00pm.

Saturday 23 November:
Bar open from Noon to 1:00am
Kitchen open from Noon to 2:30pm & 7:00pm to 10:00pm. 

Closed on Sundays.

http://www.johnnyskitchen.fr/
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The Matmut Stadium de Gerland is Lyon’s historic stadium since 
1926. The stadium is located toward the south of the city of Lyon, 
approximately 5 kilometres from Saint-Jean Cathedral and 4 
kilometres from Lyon-Perrache railway station.

The stadium is easiest reached with Metro line B. This line connects 
the stadium (stop Stade de Gerland) with Lyon’s other main railway 
station, Gare de Lyon-Part-Dieu, and meets with line D at Saxe-
Gambetta, which in turn connects with the old city centre.

From railway station Perrache one can take tram 2 to metro stop Jean 
Macé and catch Metro line B there, or take bus 60 in the direction of 
Feyzin Les Razes. This bus will drop you off directly at the stadium.

From Gare de Lyon-Part-Dieu, the Metro takes roughly 16min & costs 
around €2, a Taxi will be around €12-€15 for a 7min journey and an 
Uber roughly €14-€17 for the same journey time

By Car 
Stade Gerland lies close to two motorways which makes it easy to access. The best way to approach the 
stadium is from the ring road south (Périphérique Sur) taking exit 16 Gerland. Follow the boulevard north. 
The stadium lies on the left side of the road after a curve to the left.

If coming from the A7/A47/Autoroute du Soleil, take exit 1 toward Gerland and cross the bridge (Pont 
Pasteur). Turn right after the bridge and follow the road until you see the stadium.

GETTING TO THE STADIUM

The OLSC as always will be encouraging fans to get to the stadium early on Saturday and support the team 
as they arrive. Details of when and where the team will be arriving to at the stadium will be on all OLSC 
social media channels as well as Leinster Rugby -> Supporters -> News, so be sure to check the details 
in advance and we’d ask that you give yourself plenty of time to get to the stadium to welcome the team.

MAKE SOME NOISE 

Stadium Location

Matmut Stadium de Gerland
89 Avenue Tony Garnier, 
69007 Lyon



https://www.leinsterrugby.ie/supporters/supporters-news/


1890 365 222

Apply today

    BOI Business Loans

Level of security required and rate applicable, will be determined by the amount, purpose & term of facility, in conjunction with the nature and value of the security 
being offered. Lending criteria and terms and conditions apply. Over 18’s only. Maximum credit of €120k available for online applications.

* Provided we are in receipt of all relevant information and documentation. Applications for non-Bank of Ireland customers and applications referred to underwriting 
may take longer. Excludes weekends and bank holidays.

WARNING: If you do not meet the repayments on your credit facility agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, 
which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.

Bank of Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Business loans 
made easier

Apply in just 15 minutes
Full approval within 48 hours*
Over 8 out of 10 applications approved

1123759 - Business Loans Made Easier A4 Ad .indd   11123759 - Business Loans Made Easier A4 Ad .indd   1 14/11/2019   16:5214/11/2019   16:52

https://businessbanking.bankofireland.com/credit/business-loans/
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MESSAGE FROM THE COACH 
A very warm welcome to another season on the road in Europe! It is funny how 
quickly these dates and trips come around. To me it seems like only yesterday 
that we were driving through the streets of Newcastle and then into St. James’ 
Park for one of the most inspirational welcomes I have ever seen.

I cannot thank you all enough for that ‘Sea of Blue’ that greeted us that 
day. Organised so brilliantly by the OLSC and then to a man, woman and 
child, superbly attended. It was a hugely motivating tool for us to know 
that you were there with us in such numbers and it made it all the more 
difficult when we couldn’t get over the line. That game will live long in 
the memory and the what ifs, and the maybes, and the buts will stay 
with us. There is a certain narrative there about how the game played 
out, and undoubtedly Saracens deserved their win, but when you are 
10-0 ahead with an extra man, you expect to kick on. We didn’t and 
the lessons from that day and the campaign as a whole can hopefully 
propel us into Europe again this season.

Pool 1 will not be easy and we saw that last week in the RDS where 
we needed a good performance to get over the line against a 
Benetton Rugby team that have come to the RDS over the last two 
seasons and taken points from us for their efforts. They have been 
improving under Kieran Crowley’s stewardship and our visit to Italy 
in Round 6 could be decisive in terms of how this pool plays out.
But before then we have two trips back to back in Europe away 
from home, first against Lyon this weekend and then in two 
weeks against Northampton Saints. Two teams that are doing 
extremely well in their respective domestic leagues and for 
whom we have a huge amount of respect.

Your efforts in supporting us over the next two European 
weekends – and indeed three weekends when you 
include our game against Glasgow next week in the 
Guinness PRO14 – does not go unnoticed and we are 
extremely grateful for your efforts so far this season 
and over the coming weeks in what is quickly 
becoming a block of games like no other.
These games will go a long way towards defining 
our season and your help in supporting us will 
play a huge part.

As always thank you to Bank of Ireland, our 
title sponsor, but also a huge supporter of 
the OLSC and these away guides.

Thank you again on behalf of all the 
players and safe travels,

Leo Cullen
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Welcome to Lyon for the first of our away fixtures of the 2019/20 Heineken Champions Cup. Following 
the 1st Round fixture at home against Benetton last weekend, we’re swiftly into the 2nd Round for what 
hopefully promises to be another exciting but tough game day at the office. We’ll be looking to build on 
last week’s success at home whereas Lyon will be looking to get their campaign back on track so all round 
it should be another cracking fixture.

We were last in Lyon back in April 2017 when we went toe-to-toe with ASM Clermont in the European 
Rugby Champions Cup Semi-Final. Unfortunately we weren’t victorious on that day however following 
from last weekend we’re looking forward to experiencing the wonderful surrounds of the Matmut Stadium 
de Gerland as we face off against our hosts for today, Lyon.

This is Lyon’s 2nd season in the now Heineken Cup and while their record from the 2018/19 season isn’t 
one they’ll want to remember, their overall European record reads as Won 12 Lost 19 and they’ll no doubt 
want to rectify this. The statistics from their games at home though in this competition show that they’ve 
Won 9 and Lost 6 overall. In term of ourselves and our record away from home in Europe, we’re W: 43, 
D: 4 & L: 34 and based on last weekend, we’ll certainly be looking to continue with the good start of the 
season and take this run of form into the home & away double header games against Northampton in 
December.

With many supporters making a weekend of it, there is plenty to do in France’s third city, which is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site and is known widely for its stunning cuisine. The Basilica of Notre-Dame de 
Fourvière and Fine Arts Museum are two cultural aspects you should try and take in – either on foot or by 
a bus or water sightseeing tour.

Whether this is your first Leinster away game or you’re a seasoned veteran of these trips, we’d encourage 
you to enjoy both the game and the city as much as possible and try to take in and soak up as much 
of the atmosphere as possible. For those of you here for the 1st time, a word to the wise is that French 
supporters are vocal from the first to the final whistle so we’ll need to be likewise in order to be the 16th 
man for the Boys in Blue and roar them on to victory.

Be loud, Be proud, Be vocal, Be blue.

Allez Les Blues! 
The OLSC Committee 

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMITTEE 


