
1

OLSC travel GUIDE
HEINEKEN CHAMPIONS CUP 2022/23

OLSC Travel GUIDE
Heineken Champions
Cup 2022/23

SUPPORTERS CLUB

https://www.bankofireland.com/


Getting to see the Boys in Blue on the road in the Heineken Champions
Cup is more affordable than you think.

The OLSC has put together some useful travel & ticketing information to
help you get to the away games. #olscontour #awaydays

ENGLAND
GLOUCESTER

Gloucester Rugby, or the 'Cherry and Whites' are one of the traditional
heavyweights of English rugby, situated in the rugby heartland of the
West Country in close proximity to their fierce rivals at Bristol and Bath.
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This Roman influenced city is the gateway to the Cotswolds and the
furthest inland port city in England. A city with plenty of charm and
history to make it a fun filled weekend.

Travel by Air: Birmingham and Bristol are the closest airports to
Gloucester. Both are just over an hour away by car or train. The
advantage of Birmingham International is that it has both a train station
and a coach for onward transport. Bristol airport doesn’t have a train
station, although it does have a coach and bus service.

At the time of writing, Birmingham Airport was offering the best value
flight.

Fri – Sun: Flights available from approx. €89pp return with both Ryanair
& Aer Lingus

Sat – Sun: Flights available from approx. €90pp return with both Ryanair
& Aer Lingus

Sat Daytrip: flights available from approx. €70pp return with both
Ryanair & Aer Lingus (Out 6.40/7.10am – return 8.10/8.20pm)

Birmingham International Airport

60 miles away (approx. 1h 15m by car using car hire; Approx 1h 15min
by train via Birmingham New Street)

Direct daily flights with Aer Lingus & Ryanair.

The airport is around 90 minutes by rail from Gloucester - simply take
the train from the airport's station to Birmingham New Street and
change there for a direct service to Gloucester.

Car Hire is available from Airport Terminal

Should you choose to go by Private Transport or share a taxi, an 8-
seater Minibus to Gloucester is approx. £200 each way

If there is sufficient demand, The OLSC may run a Supporters Bus to/
from the airport

Bristol International Airport

50 miles away (approx. 1h by car using car hire; Approx 1h 45min by
bus & train via Bristol Temple Meads)

Direct Daily Flights with Aer Lingus & Ryanair
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If you're travelling by public transport, take the bus from the Airport to
Bristol Temple Meads rail station to catch a train to Gloucester.

Car Hire is available from the Car Hire area short bus ride from terminal

Should you choose to go by Private Transport or share a taxi, an 8-
seater Minibus to Gloucester is approx. £150 each way

If there is sufficient demand, The OLSC may run a Supporters Bus to/
from the airport

Ground and Match Tickets: Details of Leinster Rugby’s allocation of
Tickets will be available soon

Alternatively, can be purchased directly from Gloucester Rugby. The
Malvern Tyres and Stowford Press Stand are both covered with seating.
We will recommend an area for supporters to purchase tickets once we
get further details on allocation

Kingsholm Stadium is conveniently located in the city and is no more
than a 10-minute train or bus from the centre or the quays. Both the
gold and orange line will take you straight to Kingsholm

Where to stay: Gloucester & surrounding areas has a range of
accommodation to suit any budget. It is an easy city to get around no
matter where you stay. There are currently limited options for
accommodation available in Gloucester City Centre, but the docks and
quays area have some choices available including both Travelodge &
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Premier Inn Hotels. If you chose to stay at the docks, you are a 15 Min
walk from city centre & a 10 Min drive from Kingsholm Stadium.

FRANCE
LE HAVRE / RACING 92

Due to a concert in their home arena in Paris, Racing 92 have moved
their Heineken Champions Cup game v Leinster on Sat 10th December
to the Stade Oceane in Le Havre. Stade Oceane is the largest venue in
Normandy with a capacity of 25,000 seats. The Normandy city of Le
Havre is the second-largest port in France and stands at the mouth of
the Seine estuary. A two-hour train journey from Paris, it is accessible by
rail, air, ship and road, thanks to excellent transport connections. See
below the various travel options available

At the time of writing, the best value 2-night weekend flights & car hire
on offer are from Paris Orly:

Fri – Sun: Flights available from approx. €107pp out with Vueling back
Transavia (Car Hire €94) / €108pp return with Vueling (Car Hire €94) /
€112pp return with Transavia (Car Hire €128)

At the time of writing the best value 1 night or daytrip flights & car hire
on offer are from Paris Beauvais:
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Sat – Sun: Flights available from approx. €117pp return with Ryanair
(Car Hire €120)

Sat Daytrip: flights available from approx. €87pp return with Ryanair (Out
6.30 – return 10.30pm) (Car Hire €92)

Travel by Air: Le Havre – Octeville Airport has no scheduled flights but
is used primarily for charter flights to southern European resorts. The
nearest airports offering scheduled international and domestic flights are
via Paris. Paris is served by three airports - Paris Beauvais, Paris
Charles de Gaulle & Paris Orly

Paris Beauvais Airport

170 km from Le Havre (approx. 2h 10min by car using car hire; Approx
4h 45min by bus & train via Porte Maillot & Gare Saint-Lazare) –
www.aeroportbeauvais.com

Scheduled Flights operate from Dublin with Ryanair

To get into Paris, take the shuttle bus to Porte Maillot station (approx. 1h
15 minutes) from €16.90 each way, where the Paris Metro or RER will
take you the rest of the way into town.

Alternatively, you can take a taxi around 15 minutes to the train station
in Beauvais town centre, where services operate to the Gare du Nord,
taking around an hour.

Car Hire is available from Airport Terminal

At the time of writing, flights to Beauvais were offering the best value
flights -

Fri – Sun: Flights available from approx. €117pp return with Ryanair (Car
Hire €160)

Sat – Sun: Flights available from approx. €117pp return with Ryanair
(Car Hire €120)

Sat Daytrip: flights available from approx. €87pp return with Ryanair (Out
6.30 – return 10.30pm) (Car Hire €92)

Paris Orly Airport

210 km from Le Havre (approx. 2h 20min by car using car hire; Approx
4h 45min by bus & train via Porte Maillot & Gare Saint-Lazare)

Orly Airport is situated in the southern suburbs, using the Orlyval and
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RER train line B provides connections to central Paris - www.airport-
orly.com.

Scheduled flights operate from Dublin with Transavia & Vueling

At the time of writing, flights to Paris Orly were offering -

Fri – Sun: Flights available from approx. €107pp out with Vueling back
Transavia (Car Hire €94) / €108pp return with Vueling (Car Hire €94) /
€112pp return with Transavia (Car Hire €128)

Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport

215km from Le Havre (approx. 2h 30min by car using car hire; Approx
3h 45min by train via Gare du Nord & Gare Saint-Lazare)

Scheduled Flights operate from Dublin with Aer Lingus, Air France, KLM,
Lufthansa and Flybe

Situated in the northern suburbs, it is the largest airport in Paris. The
airport is subdivided into loads of terminals, so make sure you know
which one you need! www.easycdg.com

By Train - The airport is served by direct trains to the city centre from
€12.00 each way. Average journey time between CDG Airport ↔ Paris-
Gare du Nord is 40 minutes

By Bus - There is a direct bus service operated by Roissybus from the
airport to Paris-Opéra (approx. 50 mins)

Car Hire is available from Airport Terminal

At the time of writing, flights to CDG were offering -

Fri – Sun: Flights available from approx. €176pp return with Aerlingus

Sat – Sun: Flights available from approx. €229pp return with Aerlingus

Sat Daytrip: flights available from approx. €175pp return with Aerlingus
(Out 6.40 – return 9.30pm

Travel by Ferry: Via Cherbourg – 218km away from Le Havre (approx.
2h 30mins by car)

Irish Ferries: Dublin to Cherbourg

Stena Line & Brittany Ferries: Rosslare to Cherbourg
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From the UK

Brittany Ferries: Portsmouth to Le Havre (Crossing times are from
3hr15min. )

Travel by Train:The option of staying in Paris city centre for the
weekend & taking a daytrip to Le Havre by Train is also a possibility

Direct trains, every hour from 7.40am, from Paris Gare Saint-Lazare train
station to Le Havre (approx. 2h 15min) from €15.00 ew

The Le Havre train station is 15 minutes from the city centre by foot or
easily connected via the tram.

To plan your trip by train, check the national train network Oui SNCF -
https://www.sncf-connect.com

Travel by Bus: Paris to Le Havre

Flixbus - Paris La Défense (Terminal Jules Verne) direct to Le Havre (2h
15min) from €15 ew - https://www.flixbus.com/

BlaBlacar Bus – Paris Bercy-Seine Bus Station direct to Le Havre (3h
30min) from €15 ew - https://www.blablacar.fr/

Travel by Car: Car Hire from Central Paris or any of the major Paris
Airports is a convenient & flexible option, particularly if sharing between
3-4 supporters

Traffic in the southern approach to Le Havre has benefited from the
construction of the huge Pont de Normandie over the Seine estuary.
However, there can be delays crossing the 4 km toll bridge (about €6)

Where to stay: Le Havre has a range of accommodation to suit any
budget. It is an easy city to get around no matter where you stay. There
are plenty of options in the centre of Le Havre, close to the SNCF
railway station and ferry ports. They include a budget option, ibis Le
Havre Centre and the 4* Mercure Le Havre Centre Bassin Du
Commerce.

Ground And Match Tickets:Stade Oceane is located toward the east of
the city of Le Havre, roughly 3.5 kilometres from Le Havre’s city centre
and the main railway station.
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Details of Leinster Rugby’s allocation of Tickets will be available soon.
We will recommend an area in the stadium for supporters to purchase
tickets, once we get further details on allocation

Alternatively, tickets may be purchased directly from Racing 92 or Le
Havre AC

Stade Oceane are both covered with seating.

The stadium lies adjacent to the RD6015, one of the main access roads
that leads into the city from the A131 in the east.

From the city centre you can catch bus 2 to get to the stadium (e.g.,
from Cathédrale). Take the bus in the direction of Soquence and get off
at stop Dr Lamaze, which is next to the old Stade Jules-Deschaseaux.
Cross the RD6015 to get to the stadium.

From the main railway station, you can get bus 5 toward Graville. Get off
at stop Champs Barêts, which is a short walk from Stade Oceane.
Alternatives are bus 9 toward Gournay (stop Dr Lamaze) or bus 4 toward
Graville (stop A. Blanqui)

After a home match there are free shuttle buses that bring you back to
the centre of Le Havre.
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