Local Community Experience
Case Study: Cogenhoe Primary School

On Stage Two of the 2018 OVO Energy Women’s Tour, from Rushden to Daventry,
Cogenhoe Primary School children lined up in the finish line of the second sprint
location to watch some of the world’s top female cyclists battle it out for sprint
points.
We spoke to Mr Evans, a teacher at the school, about the race and how the
school is incorporating cycling more.

How did Cogenhoe Primary School go about getting your pupils
involved in the build-up to the race, as well as activities on the day?
The school runs a bikeability for Year 6 pupils, and encourages the children to cycle to
school, where they have a bike rack for storage.
In the build-up to the day, classes looked at key riders and speeds they cycle to prepare
the children for race day.
The race route went straight past the school’s front door, so Mr Evans was keen to take
advantage of this opportunity for children to watch the action live. All children were
taken out to the race. Year 5 and 6 were able to stand on the Sprint Location finish line
and cheer on some of the world’s best female cyclists.

Have you carried on engaging in cycling activities and how?
Yes, explained Mr Evans, the school’s ‘Walk To School’ week has now also
included a bike option. The children’s involvement in this went towards the
school’s house point system.

Continued ...
For more information on how to get your community involved, contact harleighH@thetour.co.uk
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What impact do you think the Women’s Tour has
had on your pupils?
According to Mr Evans, there has been “an interest in top level
sport (as you can imagine not a lot comes to Cogenhoe)”.
“More children have signed up to bikeability this year than before
and more a cycling to school when the weather permits.”

Do you have any tips or advice for schools or
communities looking to get more involved with
professional cycling events?
“If they get the chance to see it live, go for it!”
“The children were very impressed with the event – from the lead cars
and their engagement with the children through to the athletes coming
by. It was an incredible opportunity on our doorstep for the school and
we are so glad we took advantage of it.”

For more information on how to get your community involved, contact harleighH@thetour.co.uk

