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Subject: CRA proposal on Lightweight
Date: mercredi 9 novembre 2016 10:27:42

Dear FISA Council members,
Dear Mr. Matt Smith, Executive Director of FISA,
 
In order to ensure the healthy and sustainable
development of rowing in China and promote the
universality of rowing in the whole of Asia, the Chinese
Rowing Association has decided to agree and put
forward the proposal made by the ARF Executive
Committee at its 2016 ARF Congress, which is:
 
Retain the existing lightweight events LM2x, LM4-,
LW2x
and replace M4- with LW4-.
 
This proposal will ensure a balance between sweep
and sculling events, while it can also meet the IOC’s
requirement of gender equality.
 
Lightweight rowing is essential for the universality of
rowing sport in the world, especially in Asia. Take
China for example - lightweight rowing is a very
important path for China to develop university rowing.
For those university rowers, whose height and weight
only fits the lightweight events rather than the open
class, lightweight rowing provides the possibility for

mailto:chnrowing@sports.cn
mailto:jean-christophe.rolland@edfhelvetica.ch
mailto:tsmith@olympic.ca
mailto:matt.smith@fisa.org
mailto:michaeld.williams@sky.com
mailto:gerritjan.eggenkamp@hetnet.nl
mailto:patrick_rombaut@telenet.be
mailto:j.ravensbergen2@hva.nl
mailto:algirdas.raslanas@gmail.com
mailto:rosie.mayglothling@gbrowingteam.org.uk
mailto:Dralainlaco@aol.com
mailto:guin.batten@youthsporttrust.org
mailto:kimfaiho@hotmail.com
mailto:t.pahle@online.no
mailto:pat.lambert@gmail.com
mailto:paul@pfna.com
mailto:lenka.wech@t-online.de
mailto:tanner@hkstar.com
mailto:kzeldin@yahoo.com
mailto:liuaijie@vip.sina.com
mailto:rlb.spear@justice.govt.nz
mailto:Ryszard.Stadniuk@markus.com.pl
mailto:guayopp@hotmail.com
mailto:presidencia@coperu.org
mailto:office_arf@sports.cn
mailto:mscott@rowingaustralia.com.au
mailto:info@rowingnz.com
mailto:dffr@roning.dk
mailto:msb@roning.dk
mailto:cbr@remobrasil.com
mailto:info@remoargentina.org
mailto:rca@rowingcanada.org
mailto:info@knrb.nl
mailto:contact@avironfrance.fr
mailto:row@rowsa.co.za
mailto:info@rowingireland.ie
mailto:biuro@pztw.org.pl
mailto:info@britishrowing.org
mailto:info@swissrowing.ch
mailto:info@kopilasia.gr
mailto:segreteria@canottaggio.org
mailto:achmad1205@gmail.com
mailto:vahidms56@yahoo.com
mailto:ctara707@ms16.hinet.net
mailto:afghanrowing@yahoo.com
mailto:ta.l@bangla.net
mailto:brfdhaka@gmail.com
mailto:hkcra@rowing.org.hk
mailto:podsi@indosat.net.id
mailto:rowingindia@yahoo.co.in
mailto:ir_canoe@yahoo.com
mailto:iraq1_r_c@yahoo.com
mailto:jara@japan-sports.or.jp
mailto:rowing.kz@mail.ru
mailto:noc-kp@co.chesin.com
mailto:rowing@sports.or.kr
mailto:kssclub22@yahoo.com
mailto:sergeshov@yahoo.com
mailto:rowinglebfed@hotmail.com
mailto:legengrp@macau.ctm.net
mailto:perdama@rowing.org.my
mailto:perdama@yahoo.com
mailto:sportmongolia@gmail.com
mailto:dr.thantoe@gmail.com
mailto:pakistanrowingfederation@yahoo.com
mailto:palrowing@yahoo.com
mailto:benjieramos@hotmail.com
mailto:info@samsf.com
mailto:nicsara@singnet.com.sg
mailto:office@rcat.or.th
mailto:uzrowing@rambler.ru
mailto:vasa@fpt.vn


them to get involved in high-performance competitions.
 
Meanwhile, according to the unofficial survey, if LM4-
is canceled, China will suffer a loss of 60% - 70%
rowing athletes, which will be a disaster for Chinese
rowing. Such a change of lightweight events on the
Olympic Programme will result in negative effects to
Chinese provincial rowing clubs. A large number of
provincial clubs that only develops lightweight rowing
will give up rowing entirely, which will likely overturn
the fundamental system of Chinese rowing
development.
 
In China, especially in the Southern part of China, a
high proportion of population just meets the norms for
lightweight rowing athletes. At the world-level regattas,
Asian countries, including China, have mostly
participated in lightweight events and basically only the
lightweight crews have achieved good results. If the
lightweight events are removed, there will hardly be
seen any Asian crew competing in large-boat events,
which will cause a dramatic damage to the universality
of rowing in Asia.
 
In conclusion, lightweight events have been playing an
essential role in rowing development in China and in
the whole of Asia. Please take this proposal into
consideration and give a chance to lightweight rowing.
For sure lightweight rowing will bring us a brighter
future for rowing sport in return!
 

Best regards,
 
Cao Jingwei
Secretary General
Chinese Rowing Association


