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2015 FISA Ordinary Congress
Chambery, France
Monday, 7 September 2015

Agenda

Opening of the session

Identification of the delegates and confirmation of their authority
Appointment of scrutineers for the period of Congress

Approval of the minutes of the 2014 Ordinary Congress
President’s report and reports of the Executive Committee Members
Reports of the Chairs of the Specialist Commissions

Reports of the Continental Representatives

Accounts, financial report and auditors' report

Approval of 2014 Accounts

Determination of entrance fee and annual subscription

Budget for 2016

Reports on future FISA Events and Olympic regattas

Place and date of the 2016 Ordinary Congress

Attribution of future FISA Events in accordance with Rule 6

Reports on applications for affiliation and voting consequent thereon

Reconsideration or Confirmation of decisions (ref. Art. 30) taken by the Council in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Art. 44 or by the Executive Committee

in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of Art.50

Council Elections in accordance with Article 39

Specific Proposals from the Member Federations, the Council or the Executive

Committee

Other Items proposed by Member Federations, the Council or the Executive Committee

Report of the Development Programme
Any other business

Closing
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1. Opening of the session

FISA President Jean-Christophe Rolland
declared the Congress open and greeted the
delegates. He also welcomed the Honorary
President Denis Oswald.

Referring to the 2015 World Rowing
Championships just completed, the President
congratulated the athletes for the fantas-

tic competition. The Mayor of Chambery
Michel Dantin welcomed the delegates to
Chambery and thanked them for having se-
lected Aiguebelette backin 2011.

He also welcomed and thanked the Co-
Presidents Jean-Jacques Mulot and

Hervé Gaymard as well as the Director of the
Organising Committee Rémy Charmetant
and mentioned elements about their excel-
lent organisation of the Championship. He
expressed his thanks to the Aiguebelette OC
for their excellent organisation of the cham-
pionships and preparation of the Congress.
He also mentioned that the President of

the International Olympic Committee,
Thomas Bach, spent the whole day on Sunday
at the venue and IOC Sport Director Kit
McConnell enjoyed the event with his team
on Friday

In the memory of recently deceased rowing
friends and colleagues, the President then
asked the delegates to observe a moment of
silence. He mentioned the names of the fol-
lowing persons:

Christopher Davidge (GBR) former Council
member

Don Rowlands (NZL) former Council member
Dan Topolski (GBR)

Nigel Smith (GBR)

Fred Louk (CAN)

Joan Lind/Van Blom (USA)

Tim Hosea (USA)

Guido Terryn (BEL)

Pierre Cappellemans (BEL)
Rennaldo Gonzalez (CUB)
Rodney Araujo (BRA)
Guideon Raz (ISR)

Bill Clarke (GBR)

Jim MacRitchie (GBR)

Dan Popper (ROU)

Rafael Chaires (MEX)
Toufik Abdel Kader (MAR)

The President provided general information
about the organisation of the Congress. He
reminded the delegates that they should

feel free to speak but asked that they be as
concise as possible. There were no questions
regarding the course of the Congress or the
Agenda for the Congress.

2. ldentification of the delegates and
confirmation of their authority

The Executive Director Matt Smith made

the roll call. Djibouti was mistakenly called as
amember and Iraq and Gibraltar joined the
Congress after the roll call. At the time of the
attribution vote, there were 65 federations
represented, 48 entitled to three votesand 17
entitled to one vote making a total of 161 votes.
Therefore, 81 votes would be necessary for a
clear majority if everyone voted. A list of those
present is annexed to these minutes.

3. Appointment of scrutineers for
the period of Congress

The Congress unanimously accepted the
President’s proposal that the following indi-
viduals serve as scrutineers for this congress:

Dusan Machcek (CZE)
Yannis Karras (GRE)
Tamas Benyi (HUN)
Tine Bjonge (NOR)
Jernegj Slivnik (SLO)



4. Approval of the minutes of the
2014 Ordinary Congress

The President reminded the delegates that
they were asked to submit any comments

to the above mentioned minutes in advance
of this Congress. No comments had been
received but he invited the delegates to make
comments if they wished.

As there were no remarks, the President
considered the minutes of the 2014 Ordinary
Congress as approved unanimously.

5. President’'sreport andreports
of the Executive Committee
Members

The President made a few remarks to comple-
ment his report but added a few updates re-
lated to the process to align Olympic Agenda
2020 and FISA. There were 40 recommenda-
tions adopted but a few of them have a major
impact on FISA. For example, one of the major
issues was the cost and complexity of the
venues. He announced that the IOC Executive
Board has recently approved the Sea Forest
Park venue for rowing and canoeing for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. This places row-
ing very close to the Olympic Village and to
the heart of the Games.

He also mentioned the 2015 SportAccord
Convention and the incident when the presi-
dent of that organisation Marius Vizer made
avery strong attack on the IOC, claiming
that he represented the views of the inter-
national federations, which was not the case.
As Mr. Vizer refused to step back from his
comments, the FISA Executive Committee
decided to withdraw FISA's membership
from SportAccord. FISA awaits informa-
tion on the future of this organisation and

areview of its mission before deciding on
future membership.

The President also mentioned that the 2015
World Rowing Junior Championships event in
Rio was a great success. This was a test event
for the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games
and several issues that were apparent are
being worked on closely with the Rio 2016 OC
and 10C, such as water quality, depth, weed
and the grandstands.

He also took the opportunity to thank the
2015 organising committees of the World
Cups that took place this year in Bled, Varese
and Lucerne; the World Rowing Under 23
Championship OC in Plovdiv; and he wished
luck to the World Rowing Master’'s Regatta OC
later this week in Hazewinkel.

For the other members of the Executive
Committee there were no additional com-
ments. There were no questions about the
reports. The President considered these
reports were approved unanimously.

6. Reports of the Chairs of the
Specialist Commissions

The Chairs of the Commissions had no ad-
ditional comments to add to their written
reports, expect for the following:

« Rosie Mayglothling, Chair of the
Competitive Rowing Commission,
announced that the 2015 Coaches
Conference will take place from 19
to 22 November 2015 in Sarasota,
Florida, USA.

» Algirdas Raslanas, Chair of the Youth
Rowing Commission, announced that
the 2015 Youth Coaches Conference
will take place from 28 September to
1 October 2015 in Beijing, CHN.



There were no other comments or questions
and the President asked the delegates if he
could consider the reports approved and
asked if there were any who disagreed. No
delegates disagreed and the reports were
considered as approved.

7. Reports of the Continental
Representatives

The President announced that the
Continental Representatives had no addition-
al comments to their reports. As the dele-
gates had no further questions, he considered
that the reports were approved unanimously.

8. Accounts, financial report and
auditors’ report

Mike Williams, the Treasurer, presented the
accounts of FISA including the financial report
and the report by PriceWaterhouseCoopers,
theindependent auditors. The Treasurer
directed the delegates to the detailed expla-
nations in the Agenda Papers but repeated
that the accounts of 2014 showed a small
deficit of CHF 28’096 on total expenditure of
CHF 7'422'370. The details of the finances are
found on pages 60 to 77.

He continued by mentioning that the expen-
ditures for 2015 were estimated to be above
the expected revenues and that an additional
draw of CHF 1'400°'000 was necessary from
reserves. This revised budget is presentedin
the financial section.

He thanked the FISA staff for the good work
in maintaining costs and preparing the ac-
counts. The President asked if there were any
questions for the Treasurer. There were none.

9. Approval of 2014 Accounts

The accounts as presented were approved by
the delegates in a show of voting cards and
they approved unanimously.

10. Determination of entrance fee and
annual subscription

No change had been proposed by the Council
and the delegates did not disagree.

11. Budget for 2016

The Treasurer presented the budget for 2016.
The President asked if there were any ques-
tions and there were none. He then asked

for and received unanimous approval for the
2016 budget.

12. Reports on future FISA Events and
Olympicregattas

The President informed the delegates that
the organizing committees for events for
the coming two years have distributed their
bulletins to the delegates. He introduced
Jose Quinones, South American Continental
Representative, who presented informa-
tion about the 2015 World Rowing Coastal
Championships in Lima, Peru.

Colleen Orsmond, Rio2016 Rowing
Competition Manager, made a presenta-

tion to the delegates with relevant informa-
tion about the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic
Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The President
made a few comments about some of the
challenges being faced by the Rio2016 organ-
ising committee. One of the key challenges is
the water quality of the Lagoa. He asked the
Executive Director to present some of the
facts related to water quality.



Paul Blackketter of the 2017 World Rowing
Championship OC from Sarasota/Bradenton
presented a report on the preparations at
that venue. Otherwise, all relevant informa-
tion for all upcoming events is available in the
bulletins and on the websites of FISA and the
organising committees.

13. Place and date of the 2016
Ordinary Congress

The President proposed that the 2016 FISA
Ordinary Congress would take place on
Monday, 29 August 2016 in Rotterdam, The
Netherlands following the 2016 World Rowing
Senior, Under 23 and Junior Championships.
There were no other proposals and the
President considered this to be approved by
the delegates.

14. Attribution of future FISA Events
in accordance with Rule 6

The President asked Mike Tanner to lead
this subject and he explained the full bid-
ding process first. He then summarised
key features of the bids for the 2019 World
Rowing Championships.

Attribution of the 2019 World Rowing
Championships — Two candidates presented
final bid documents; Linz-Ottensheim from
the Austrian Rowing Federation and Hamburg
from the German Rowing Federation.

Mike Tanner, Chair of the FISA Events
Commission, presented the technical as-
pects of the two bids. He highlighted that this
event was the qualification event for the 2020
Olympic and Paralympic Games and, there-
fore, the risk of adverse weather conditions
was considered to be a key consideration.
Both bids have strong government support

and very experienced organising committees.
He stated that the Council is satisfied that
both bids offer conditions in accordance with
FISA standards but, due to the Olympic and
Paralympic qualification status, the Council
recommended Linz-Ottensheim as the least
risk for adverse weather conditions.

Lenka Wech, Chair of the FISA Athletes
Commission, confirmed that the Athlete’'s
Commission recommended Linz-Ottensheim
as offering a better chance for fair conditions.

The President asked for a vote on whether the
delegates follow the Council recommenda-
tion which was as follows:

Yes 128
No 30
Not valid ballots 3

The honour and responsibility of staging
the 2019 World Rowing Championships as
well as the 2018 World Rowing Cup 2 (test
event) were attributed to the Austrian
Rowing Federation for the Linz-Ottensheim
regatta venue.

The FISA Council had planned to attribute the
following events at this Congress:

o 2017 Extraordinary Congress

e 2017 World Rowing Junior
Championships

« 2018 World Rowing Junior
Championships

» 2018 World Rowing Under 23
Championships

As the open bid period has ended, the FISA
Council asked the congress for the authority
to negotiate directly with interested national
federations and organisers in order to confirm
hosts for the above mentioned events, as
long as they would satisfy all conditions and
requirements for hosting the events.



The President asked the delegates to vote on
the question of granting the FISA Council the
authority to attribute these events directly.
The question was approved with a vote show-
ing a strong majority in favour, 7 against and
no abstentions.

The Executive Director announced the events
that had been attributed by the FISA Council
at their recent meeting:

» 2017 and 2018 World Rowing Cups 1
to Belgrade and the Serbian Rowing
Federation

« 2017 World Rowing Coastal
Championships to Thonon, France and
the French Rowing Federation

» 2017 World Rowing Tour to Austria

« 2018 World Rowing Masters Regatta to
Sarasota/Bradenton, Florida, USA and
US Rowing

15. Reports on applications for
affiliation and voting consequent
thereon

There were six applications for membership
of FISA as follows:

« Djibouti- Djibouti Rowing and Canoe
Federation

« Haiti—Haitian Rowing Federation

« Luxemburg-Luxemburg Rowing
Federation

« Malawi—Malawi Rowing Federation

« Malta - Malta Rowing Federation

» Trinidad and Tobago — Trinidad and
Tobago Rowing Federation

The Executive Director confirmed that
alldocumentation was in order and these
new members of the International Rowing
Federation were confirmed by the delegates.
There are now 148 national rowing federa-
tions that are members of FISA.

16. Reconsideration or Confirmation
of decisions (ref. Art. 30) taken
by the Council in accordance
with the provisions of paragraph
3 of Art. 44 or by the Executive
Committee in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 4 of Art.50

No requests had been received at
the deadline.

17. Council Elections in accordance
with Article 39

Elections were held for the following
positions:

a. Chair of the Athlete's Commission

Lenka Wech (GER) was the only candidate and
was elected by acclamation to a four-year
term to commence on 1 January 2016.

b. Chair of the Equipment and Technology
Commission

Paul Fuchs (USA) was the only candidate
and was elected by acclamation to a further
four-year term.

c. Chair of the Rowing for All Commission

Guin Batten (GBR) was the only candidate
and was elected by acclamation to a further
four-year term.

d. Chair of the Sports Medicine Commission

Dr. Alain Lacoste (FRA) was the only candidate
and was elected by acclamation to a one year
term. Dr. Lacoste will turn 70in 2016 and will
thusretire at the end of 2016. The President
announced that an election for his successor
will take place at the 2016 Ordinary Congress.



e. Chair of the Youth Rowing Commission

Algirdas Raslanas (LTU) was the only can-
didate and was elected by acclamationto a
further four-year term.

f. Election of amember of the FISA
Executive Committee

Patrick Rombaut (BEL) was nominated by
the Council in accordance with Article 48
to complete the term of John Boultbee
on the Executive Committee which runs
to 31 December 2019. He was elected

by acclamation.

18. Specific Proposals from the
Member Federations, the Council
or the Executive Committee

There were no specific proposals received.

19. Other Items proposed by Member
Federations, the Council or the
Executive Committee

There were no specific proposals received.

20. Report of the Development
Programme

The report was submitted in the Agenda
papers. The President asked for any ques-
tions from the delegates on this report. There
were no questions and he considered the
report approved.

21. Any other business

There were no requests for additional
business items.
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22.Closing

The President thanked the delegates for
their excellent co-operation. He also ex-
pressed his gratitude to the French Rowing
Federation and the Aiguebelette Organising
Committee for their excellent organisa-

tion of the Congress. He also thanked Matt
Smith and the FISA staff for their prepara-
tion of the Congress and the Agenda Papers.
He also thanked the interpreters for their
excellent work.

The President also reminded the delegates
that a NFs conference will take place after the
lunch break.

The Honorary President Denis Oswald took
the floor to congratulate Jean-Christophe
Rolland for an outstanding first year as
President and for the orderly conduct of
the Congress.

The President declared the 2015 FISA
Ordinary Congress closed at 12:35 hrs.

Jean-Christophe ROLLAND, President

1

Matt SMITH, Executive Director

o
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