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Video: “Sport and the Climate Crisis”, IOC Media 2019
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CgvRsX38As



Sport is both 
a victim and a 

contributor 



FISA signed up to the Sports 
for Climate Action Framework 
in July 2019.

What does it mean, 
practically speaking? 



1. Measure and Understand
2. Take Action
3. Educate and Inspire



Video: Olympic champion Hannah Mills launches #BigPlasticPledge
Https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmCn00IzgMU



Undertake systematic efforts to promote 
greater environmental responsibility

Reduce overall climate impact

Educate for climate action

Promote sustainable and responsible 
consumption

Advocate for climate action through 
communication

The 5 key 
principles 
of Sports 
for Climate 
Action



Measuring and understanding our carbon footprint

Components of FISA’s 2019 Carbon Footprint

Energy Consumption: Travel

Scope includes: 
 Flights of all staff, 

Commissions, officials for 
all events, training camps, 
conferences, meetings

Headquarter activities

Scope excludes:
Footprint of events 

themselves

2707,59 tonnes
of CO2
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Reviewing our sustainability strategy

FISA Council
Feb 2020
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HERE



What can you do as a 
national federation? 



Forest Green Rovers F.C. – an example

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abMHv3uIFSw



An example: Rowing New Zealand

• Sustainability objective in the Rowing NZ strategic plan

• Clean Water Partnership with Waikato River Authority 

• Carbon footprint reduction and offsetting in partnership with the Colgan 
Foundation

• Solar panels at Rowing NZ headquarters, electric vehicle, electronic financial 
management system 

• Project Litefoot working with clubs on waste reduction and electricity 
efficiency

• Considering electric motors for all coaching boats

Goal: To be the first Carbon Neutral Rowing Team 
and to achieve this for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics



An example: Rowing New Zealand



An example: Rowing New Zealand

• Credibility: Board support and a stated goal in the strategic plan along with 
FISA’s clean water stance helped to establish the Waikato River Authority 
partnership

• Partnerships: Consider who you can align with. Awareness of Rowing NZ’s 
stance on sustainability brought new partnerships and resources. 

• Resources: Main commitment is in terms of staff time; you’ll be surprised 
where additional resources come from. Just start with something, the rest  
follows.

• Simple goals vs complex implementation: Carbon offsetting is complicated!
• Humility: The next generation - staff and athletes – are better-informed than 

us. Listen to athletes –they are a powerful resource and implementor 

Lessons learnt so far



What are the challenges? 
How can we help? 


