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2016 FISA Ordinary Congress 
Rotterdam, The Netherlands 

29 August 2016

Agenda

1.	� Opening of the session� 5

2.	 �Identification of the delegates and confirmation of their authority � 5

3.	 �Appointment of scrutineers for the period of Congress � 5

4.	 �Approval of the minutes of the 2015 Ordinary Congress� 5

5.	 �President’s report and reports of the Executive Committee Members� 5

6.	 �Reports of the Chairs of the Specialist Commissions� 6

7.	 �Reports of the Continental Representatives� 6

8.	 �Accounts, financial report and auditors’ report � 6

9.	 �Approval of 2015 Accounts� 6

10.	 �Determination of entrance fee and annual subscription � 6

11.	 �Budget for 2017� 6

12.	 �Reports on future FISA Events and Olympic regattas� 7

13.	 �Place and date of the 2017 Ordinary Congress� 7

14.	 �Attribution of future FISA Events in accordance with Rule 6� 7

15.	 �Reports on applications for affiliation and voting consequent thereon� 7

16.	 �Reconsideration or Confirmation of decisions (ref. Art. 30) taken by the Council in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Art. 44 or by the Executive Committee 
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of Art.50� 8

17.	 �Council Elections in accordance with Article 39� 8

18.	 �Specific Proposals from the Member Federations, the Council or the Executive Committee� 9

19.	 �Other Items proposed by Member Federations, the Council or the Executive Committee� 9

20.	 �Report of the Development Programme� 9

21.	 �Any other business� 9

22.	 �Closing� 9
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1.	� Opening of the session

FISA President Jean-Christophe Rolland 
declared the Congress open and greeted the 
delegates. He also welcomed the Honorary 
President Denis Oswald. He congratulated 
Tricia Smith on her election to become a 
member of the IOC at the IOC Session last 
August in Rio.

Referring to the 2016 World Rowing 
Championships just completed, the President 
congratulated the organising committee 
for the fantastic competition and expressed 
his great pleasure in the quality of the new 
Rotterdam Prince William Alexander regatta 
course. He also welcomed and thanked the 
regatta chairman Lex Grootenhuis and men-
tioned elements about their excellent organi-
sation of the Championship. Mr. Grootenhuis 
greeted the delegates and expressed his 
thanks to the teams for their excellent 
cooperation. 

In the memory of recently deceased rowing 
friends and colleagues, the President then 
asked the delegates to observe a moment of 
silence. 

The President provided general information 
about the organisation of the Congress. He 
reminded the delegates that they should 
feel free to speak but asked that they be as 
concise as possible. There were no questions 
regarding the course of the Congress or the 
Agenda for the Congress. 

2.	 �Identification of the delegates and 
confirmation of their authority 

The Executive Director Matt Smith made the 
roll call. He then informed the delegates that, 
at that point, there were 54 federations repre-
sented, with 48 entitled to three votes and  

6 entitled to one vote making a total of 150 
votes. Therefore, 76 votes would be neces-
sary for an absolute majority if all votes were 
cast. A list of those present is annexed to these 
minutes. The above stated numbers were the 
status at the time of the Council election vote.

3.	 �Appointment of scrutineers for 
the period of Congress 

The Congress unanimously accepted the 
President’s proposal that the following indi-
viduals serve as scrutineers for this congress:
Dusan Machacek (CZE)
Sandu Pop (ROU)
Gwenda Stevens (BEL)

4.	� Approval of the minutes of the 
2015 Ordinary Congress

The President reminded the delegates that 
they were asked to submit any comments 
to the above mentioned minutes in advance 
of this Congress. No comments had been 
received but he invited the delegates to make 
comments if they wished. 

As there were no remarks, the President 
considered the minutes of the 2015 Ordinary 
Congress as approved unanimously.

5.	� President’s report and reports 
of the Executive Committee 
Members

The President had no additional remarks to 
complement his report for the year 2015. 
He took the opportunity to speak about the 
success of the 2016 season, thanking the or-
ganising committees, and particularly about 
the success of the 2016 Rio Olympic Games 
regatta despite the many challenges and two 
days of cancelled sessions. 
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He also discussed the crises in world sport 
that continued in 2016 and the ongoing dam-
age to the reputation of all sports. He made 
some comments about the difficult situation 
for FISA that the McLaren report released by 
WADA shortly before the 2016 Rio Olympic 
Games created. He explained how the FISA 
Executive Committee dealt with the decisions 
required by the IOC Executive Board related 
to Olympic eligibility of the Russian rowers. 
He also praised the work and cooperation of 
the president of the Russian Federation. 

For the other members of the Executive 
Committee there were no additional com-
ments. There were no questions about the 
reports. The President considered these 
reports were approved unanimously.

6.	� Reports of the Chairs of the 
Specialist Commissions

The Chairs of the Commissions had no ad-
ditional comments to add to their written 
reports. There were no other comments 
or questions and the President asked the 
delegates if he could consider the reports 
approved and asked if there were any who 
disagreed. No delegates disagreed and the 
reports were considered as approved.

7.	� Reports of the Continental 
Representatives

The President announced that the 
Continental Representatives had no addition-
al comments to their reports. As the dele-
gates had no further questions, he considered 
that the reports were approved unanimously.

8.	 �Accounts, financial report and 
auditors’ report 

Mike Williams, the Treasurer, presented the 
accounts of FISA including the financial report 
and the report by PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 
the independent auditors. The Treasurer 
directed the delegates to the detailed expla-
nations in the Agenda Papers but repeated 
that the accounts of 2015 showed a small 
deficit of CHF 4’860 on total expenditure of 
CHF 7’290’331. However, a provisional book-
ing of CHF 405’769 to reflect an unrealised 
decrease in the value of bonds and securities 
at the lower of purchase price or market value 
as required under Swiss law created a “paper” 
deficit of CHF 410’629.  The details of the fi-
nances are found in the financial report of the 
Agenda Papers.

He thanked the FISA staff for the good work 
in maintaining costs and preparing the ac-
counts. The President asked if there were any 
questions for the Treasurer. There were none.

9.	 �Approval of 2015 Accounts

The accounts as presented were approved by 
the delegates in a show of voting cards and 
they were approved unanimously.

10.	�Determination of entrance fee and 
annual subscription 

No change had been proposed by the Council 
and the delegates did not disagree. 

11.	�Budget for 2017

The Treasurer presented the budget for 2017. 
The President asked if there were any ques-
tions and there were none. He then asked 
for and received unanimous approval for the 
2017 budget. 
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12.	�Reports on future FISA Events and 
Olympic regattas

The President informed the delegates that 
the organising committees for events for the 
coming two years had distributed their bul-
letins to the delegates. 

President Okubo of the Japanese Rowing 
Association presented information on the 
2017 FISA Extraordinary Congress that would 
take place in Tokyo in February 2017.

Meredith Scerba of the 2017 World Rowing 
Championship organising committee from 
Sarasota/Bradenton presented a report on 
the preparations at that venue. Otherwise, all 
relevant information for all upcoming events 
is available in the bulletins and on the websites 
of FISA and the organising committees.

13.	�Place and date of the 2017 
Ordinary Congress

The President proposed that the 2017 
FISA Ordinary Congress would take place 
on Monday, 2 October 2017 in Sarasota/
Bradenton, Florida, USA following the 2017 
World Rowing Championships. There were no 
other proposals and the President considered 
this to be approved by the delegates.

14.	�Attribution of future FISA Events 
in accordance with Rule 6

There were no events to be attributed at this 
Congress. The Executive Director reviewed 
the FISA regatta programme for 2017 and 
2018 which was communicated in the Circular 
that followed the Congress. Two Council 
event attributions were announced which in-
cluded the 2017 World Rowing Tour in Liguria, 
Italy and the 2019 World Rowing Masters 

Regatta on Lake Valence in Hungary. As well, 
a new bid process for upcoming FISA Events 
was started at this Congress.

David Tanner (GBR) asked whether considera-
tion could be given to combining Under 23 and 
Seniors and allowing the Juniors to have their 
own Championship in 2020. The Executive 
Director asked for a written proposal and 
advised that FISA was still studying the com-
bined championships in general.

Stéphane Trachsler (SUI) asked about the 
trend in the level of hosting and commercial 
fees for FISA events. The Executive Director 
responded that the fees would not increase.

Dag Danzglock (GER) asked the Executive 
Committee to consider the structure of fees 
in a way that organising committees could 
better use the rights. The Executive Director 
responded that a major review of commercial 
activities will take place in the autumn.

15.	�Reports on applications for 
affiliation and voting consequent 
thereon

There were two applications for membership 
of FISA as follows:

Fiji – Fiji Rowing Association

Nepal – Nepal Rowing Association

The Executive Director confirmed that 
all documentation was in order and these 
new members of the International Rowing 
Federation were confirmed by the delegates. 
There are now 150 national rowing federa-
tions that are members of FISA.
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16.	�Reconsideration or Confirmation 
of decisions (ref. Art. 30) taken by 
the Council in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 3 of Art. 
44 or by the Executive Committee 
in accordance with the provisions 
of paragraph 4 of Art.50

No requests had been received at 
the deadline.

17.	�Council Elections in accordance 
with Article 39

Elections were held for the Chair of the Sports 
Medicine Commission.

Dr Alain Lacoste (FRA) turned 70 in 2016 and 
thus would have to step down at the end of 
2016. As announced at the 2015 Ordinary 
Congress, an election for his successor will 
take place at the 2016 Ordinary Congress.

Four candidates for the position were nomi-
nated by their National Federations:

Dr Henning Bay-Nielsen (DEN)

Dr Jo Hannafin (USA)

Dr Juergen Steinacker (GER)

Dr Mike Wilkinson (CAN)

The candidates were presented by the del-
egates of their National Federations.

Voting was held until one candidate achieved 
an absolute majority and the results were:

Round 1:

	 Dr Hannafin 	 	 15 votes

	 Dr Wilkinson	 	 37 votes

	 Dr Bay-Nielsen	 39 votes

	 Dr Steinacker	 	 59 votes

Dr Hannafin had the lowest number of valid 
votes and did not continue in the election 
process.

Round 2:

	 Dr Wilkinson	 	 40 votes

	 Dr Bay-Nielsen	 51 votes

	 Dr Steinacker	 	 59 votes

Dr Wilkinson had the lowest number of valid 
votes and did not continue in the election 
process.

Round 3:

	 Dr Bay-Nielsen	 67 votes

	 Dr Steinacker	 	 �80 votes (ab-
solute majority 
achieved)

	 Abstentions	 	 3

Dr Juergen Steinacker was elected to be-
come Chair of the FISA Sports Medicine 
Commission and, therefore, a member of the 
FISA Council.



9

18.	�Specific Proposals from the 
Member Federations, the Council 
or the Executive Committee

There were no specific proposals received.

19.	�Other Items proposed by Member 
Federations, the Council or the 
Executive Committee

There were no specific proposals received.

20.	�Report of the Development 
Programme

The report was submitted in the Agenda 
papers. The President asked for any ques-
tions from the delegates on this report. 
There were no questions and he considered 
the report approved. The Executive Director 
reminded the delegates of the retirement of 
Thor Nilsen as Development Director after 
16 years in this role and 30 years working on 
the Development Programme. This was cel-
ebrated in Lucerne at the Nation’s Dinner of 
the World Rowing Cup 2 regatta this year.

21.	�Any other business

a.	� The President paid tribute to the 
26 years of Dr Alain Lacoste’s ser-
vice as a member of the FISA Sports 
Medicine Commission including 
15 years as its Chair.

b.	� Charles Patron (GIB) asked a ques-
tion about the permanent reserve of 
CHF 5 million listed on page 31 of the 
Agenda Papers. FISA Treasurer Mike 
Williams responded that this was cre-
ated from the additional funds re-
ceived from the Television Rights from 
the London 2012 Olympic Games. The 

fund was created to help with any nec-
essary items over the following four 
year period. Mr. Patron asked about 
the 2017 to 2020 budget which was 
clarified by the Treasurer.

c.	� Gwenda Stevens (BEL) commented 
on the difficult situation the Belgian 
Federation found when two of their 
men’s crews won their events at the 
European Continental Qualification 
regatta and had to pick one of them 
for Rio and asked that this qualification 
rule be reconsidered for the future. 
The President responded that this 
would be considered when preparing 
the programme for 2020.

d.	� Christian Stofer (SUI) asked about the 
FISA Anti-Doping Survey and what 
were the consequences for National 
Federations that did not respond. 
Matt Smith responded that the WADA 
Annual Anti-Doping Survey had 
become the definitive survey in this 
field and that FISA intended to elimi-
nate the FISA Survey in favour of the 
WADA Survey.

22.	�Closing

The President reminded the delegates that 
2017 marks the 125th anniversary of FISA and 
that this will be celebrated throughout the 
year 2017, rather than at any particular point 
in time.

The President thanked the delegates for their 
excellent co-operation. He also expressed 
his gratitude to the Dutch Rowing Federation 
and the Rotterdam organising committee for 
their excellent organisation of the Congress. 
He also thanked Matt Smith and the FISA staff 
for their preparation of the Congress and the 
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Agenda Papers. He also thanked the inter-
preters for their excellent work. 

The President declared the 2016 FISA 
Ordinary Congress closed at 11:21 hrs. He 
reminded the delegates that a National 
Federations’ Meeting would follow imme-
diately after the closing of the Congress to 
discuss several important subjects relating to 
the 2017 Extraordinary Congress.

Jean-Christophe ROLLAND, President

Matt SMITH, Executive Director
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