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Minutes of the Proceedings 
Friday, 10 February 2017

1.	 Opening of the Congress 

President Jean-Christophe Rolland de-
clared the Congress open and greeted the 
delegates. President Rolland welcomed the 
Honorary FISA President Denis Oswald and 
thanked him for his contributions to the prep-
aration of the proposals for the Congress. 
The FISA President pointed out that there 
were several new presidents of member na-
tional federations in the room and welcomed 
them. 

He thanked the following organisations for 
their support of this Extraordinary Congress: 

•	 Japan Sport Agency and Japan Sport 
Council

•	 Japanese Olympic Committee
•	 Tokyo Metropolitan Government
•	 Tokyo 2020 Olympic Organising 

Committee
•	 Japanese Rowing Association

The President gave the floor to Daichi Suzuki, 
Commissioner, Japan Sports Agency who 
said some words of welcome to the del-
egates. President Okubo of the Japan Rowing 
Association was given the floor, said a few 
words and welcomed the delegates to Japan. 
The President thanked the Japan Rowing 
Association for the excellent conditions they 
had provided for this Congress. 

President Rolland addressed the delegates on 
the subject of the purpose of the Congress 
and a review of the situation today in society 
and its impact on sport and sport organisa-
tions. He also updated the delegates on the 
situation with the 2020 Tokyo Olympic row-
ing venue and confirmed that it will remain in 
Tokyo Bay at the Sea Forest Rowing Venue. 

The President introduced Masakuni 
Hosobuchi (Buchi) as the new Co-opted 
member of the FISA Council who would be 
working closely with the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
and Paralympic Organising Committee. The 
Executive Director, Matt Smith presented 
all the members of the FISA Council. He 
then provided general information about 
the programme and the organisation of the 
Congress, advising how the work would take 
place. 

The President acknowledged that it had 
taken the Council much work and discussion 
over the past three years in order to prepare 
the proposals which had been submitted to 
the delegates, using internal expertise and 
consulting with federations, coaches, special-
ists, athletes and other sports federations. 
He went on to say that the proposals had 
been made in order to improve the sport on a 
worldwide basis in the interest of rowers. No 
other considerations had guided the Council.

The President also explained that the French 
translation was made by an external transla-
tor in a short period of time. He welcomed any 
suggestions from the francophone delegates 
and mentioned that he was noting any cor-
rections to be incorporated in the final ver-
sion before printing. He also pointed out that 
the Congress was being filmed for live video 
streaming and would then be available for 
video on demand after the live period.

2.	 �Identification of the Delegates and 
Confirmation of their Authority

The Executive Director Matt Smith made a 
roll call and informed the Congress that there 
were 62 federations represented: 49 federa-
tions entitled to three votes each, and 13 fed-
erations entitled to one vote each, making a 
total of 160 votes. Therefore, 81 votes would 
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be necessary for an absolute majority and 
107 votes for a two-thirds majority if all votes 
were cast. A list of those present is annexed 
to these minutes.

The Executive Director said that presenta-
tion and discussion of the proposals would 
take place on Friday and that the final day, 
Saturday, would be reserved for voting only. 
He stressed that proposed amendments were 
to be made in the course of the discussions on 
Friday and voted upon immediately, by abso-
lute majority, so that the final wording would 
be known by the delegates well in advance of 
the voting on Saturday.

The President explained further that where 
more than one proposal covered the same 
topic, voting would take place immediately in 
order to narrow them down to one proposal 
for the final voting on the Saturday. He said 
that the goal was to cover the proposals for 
the Statutes and Rules of Racing by Friday 
afternoon. 

He explained that any decisions taken would 
have immediate effect (after the conclusion 
of the Congress) unless decided otherwise. 
The President asked if there were any ques-
tions regarding the general running of the 
Congress. There were none. He said the 
proposals had already been distributed to the 
delegates in the Agenda Papers according to 
the Statutes.

The President requested that, when del-
egates speak about their proposals, they 
stress only the main points of the proposals 
and not repeat what has already been written 
in the Agenda Papers. He reminded everyone 
that they should feel free to speak but asked 
that they be as concise as possible. 

President Rolland pointed out that, with the 
permission of the Congress for which no 

delegate objected, the Council reserved the 
right to make small textual amendments, 
if necessary, to correct mistakes or make 
improvements in translations, etc., after the 
Congress. There would, of course, be a new 
numbering of the Articles and Rules.

3.	 �Appointment of Scrutineers for 
the Period of the Congress

The President then proposed the following 
individuals as scrutineers and the Congress 
unanimously accepted this proposal:

Tamas Benyi (HUN)

Sean Kerr (RSA)

Alan Cotter (NZL)

4.	 �Specific Proposals from the 
Member Federations, the Council 
or the Executive Committee

The different proposals were presented and 
discussed during the Friday morning session. 
As a result of these discussions, certain pro-
posals were withdrawn and others amended 
or eliminated in a preliminary vote between 
proposals on the same topic. A detailed re-
port on the discussions that took place would 
be lengthy and tedious, and is not consid-
ered necessary. Reference was made to the 
Agenda papers and the new printing of the 
Rule Book for 2017. 

The discussions of the Congress were record-
ed and, if there is any dispute about them, 
the matter can be settled by referencing the 
audio-tapes.

The President mentioned that the Council 
had presented numerous proposals for the 
alteration of the Bye-Laws of the Statutes 
and the Rules of Racing. He pointed out that 
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the Council has the authority to make deci-
sions on Bye-Laws, but that the member 
federations have the right to ask the Council 
to reconsider Bye-Laws it has put into effect. 
However, if the Council submits a Bye-law in 
advance and the Congress has no objections, 
it thus comes into effect and may not be sub-
mitted to a subsequent Congress for recon-
sideration. Therefore, the Council decided to 
submit the Bye-Laws to the Congress in order 
to avoid making decisions that would be valid 
for a few months but might then have to be 
abandoned, based on requests for reconsid-
eration. For a decision on these Bye-Laws, an 
absolute majority of votes cast was necessary 
for the approval as a normal decision of the 
Congress.

a.	 �Proposed Changes to the Statutes and 
related Bye-Laws

The Statutes and related Bye-Laws were 
reviewed one by one, with additional com-
ments and suggestions. Some proposals 
were withdrawn as indicated in the accom-
panying document.

Article 23 - A vote took place regarding 
this article where two options had been 
submitted by the Council to the Congress, 
and one had to be selected to be voted on 
Saturday. A vote took place with the fol-
lowing result:

Option 1 – 84 votes

Option 2 – 62 votes

Option 1 would then be voted on against 
the current article on Saturday.

Article 39 - Another vote took place 
regarding Art. 39 related to term limits 
as there were two proposals on how to 

approach it. A vote took place with the fol-
lowing result:

Option 1 – Council proposal – 93 votes

Option 2 – Swiss proposal – 57 votes

Option 1 would then be voted on against 
the current article on Saturday.

Appendix 7 – David Tanner (GBR) asked for 
a review of this appendix suggesting that 
it should be more pragmatic and suited to 
the circumstances. Matt Smith said that 
the Council would consider it that evening.

b.	 �Proposed Changes to the Rules of Racing 
and related Bye-Laws

The Rules of Racing and related Bye-Laws 
were reviewed one by one, with additional 
comment and suggestions. 

Rule 27 – There was a question on whether 
the IOC would accept this rule change 
for the Olympic Games allowing cox-
swains of either gender to cox at World 
Championships. Matt Smith committed 
to call the IOC Sport Director to get a 
reaction.

Rule 31 – This proposal to eliminate av-
eraging caused several comments from 
the delegates. The Council agreed to 
re-consider its proposal at a meeting that 
evening.

Rule 37 – Suggestions were received on 
improving the proposed new wording for 
Rule 37. The Council agreed to re-consider 
its originally proposed wording. 

Rule 50 – A suggestion was received to 
alter the final sentence of the proposed 
re-wording of Rule 50. The Council agreed 
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to re-consider this at its meeting that 
evening.

Advertising Bye-Laws – Glenn Merry (USA) 
asked the Council to consider different 
manufacturers for the hats and socks. The 
Council agreed to consider this request at 
its meeting that evening.

Advertising Bye-Laws – Christian Stofer 
(SUI) asked the Council to consider an al-
location of (sponsor) identifications that 
corresponded to the number of rowers in a 
boat. The Council agreed to consider this 
proposal that evening.

5.	 �Other items proposed by the 
Member Federations, Council or 
the Executive Committee.

a. 	 �No discussion was required on this point 
(Membership Request from American 
Samoa) and it was therefore addressed 
directly during the voting session 
on Saturday. 

b.	 Tokyo 2020 Olympic event programme

Discussion was opened on the above topic. 
The President provided the following infor-
mation to explain how this issue would be 
handled in two steps:

	 i)	 �The Extraordinary Congress would 
acknowledge the authority of the IOC 
Executive Board (Olympic Charter) to 
decide on the events at the Olympic 
Games (Rule 37).

	 ii)	 �The Congress would then vote on the 
programme proposal that would be pre-
sented to the IOC Executive Board. 

This had been discussed and shared 
with the member federations on several 

occasions, and the process resulted in two 
final proposals:

a.	 �FISA Council - Replace the LM4- with 
the W4-

b.	 �AUS, CAN, CHN, DEN, SUI - Replace 
the M4- with the LW4-

Following discussion on Friday, a vote at 
an absolute majority would be taken on 
Saturday.

Mike Walker (CAN) announced that the 
Canadian Federation was to withdraw its 
support of the AUS/CAN/CHN/DEN/SUI 
proposal for the Tokyo programme. Then 
the following delegates took the floor on 
this issue:

Annamarie Phelps (GBR)

Pedro Cuervo (MEX)

Dag Danzglock (GER)

Luis Ahrens (POR)

Chris Perry (HKG)

Morten Espersen (IRL)

Budiman Setiawan (INA)

Horst Nussbaumer (AUT)

Nicholas Ee (SIN)

Glenn Merry (USA)

Ngyen Hai Duong (VIE)

Zhang Yin (CHN) 

Sean Kerr (RSA)

Tricia Smith, Vice President, presented 
her perspective on the Tokyo 2020 Rowing 
Event Programme as an IOC member 
and Denis Oswald, Honorary President, 
presented his perspective on this issue 
as an IOC member. Then President 
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Jean-Christophe Rolland presented the 
position of the Council on this issue.

This ended the discussions on Friday, 
10 February 2017

Minutes of the Proceedings  
Saturday, 11 February 2017

The President welcomed Mr Seiji HORIKAWA 
from the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Mr 
Takuya Naito from the Tokyo 2020 Organising 
Committee who made a short presentation 
on the preparation of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic 
Games and notably on the Sea forest water-
ways venue. 

Council Meeting Considerations

Based on the comments and suggestions 
received on Friday, 10 February 2017, the 
Executive Director announced the following 
re-considerations of the FISA Council:

1.	 �Statutes - Appendix 7 – Rower’s 
Commitment (comment on Statutes/ 
Rules)

The Council agreed to a more pragmatic ap-
proach to this document.

2.	 �Rule 27 – Coxswains – Comment about the 
Olympic Games 

The IOC Sport Director, on a phone call, 
indicated that he believed that there was 
no major problem for the IOC to consider a 
gender neutral approach to the coxswain but 
could not provide final confirmation on this 
at that time. The Council believed that this 
would not affect the adoption of the principle 
inside the sport of rowing.

3.	 �Rule 31 – Lightweights – proposal to elimi-
nate averaging.

The FISA Council withdrew its proposal on 
eliminating averaging and confirmed that a 
framework for a complete review of all as-
pects of lightweight rowing would be de-
veloped by the end of March and a working 
group including member federation repre-
sentatives would be launched. The Swiss and 
British Federation proposals on Rule 31 were 
withdrawn.

4.	 �Rule 37 – Suggestion on the proposed 
wording of this new Rule. 

The Council submitted the following revised 
wording:

“The events programme for the Olympic 
regatta shall be determined by the IOC 
Executive Board after consultation with the 
FISA Executive Committee in accordance with 
the Olympic Charter.”

“The FISA Congress shall vote to select a 
recommended Olympic programme that the 
FISA Executive Committee shall submit to 
the IOC.”

5.	 Rule 50 – Websites

The Council agreed on this modification of the 
proposed change:

“Advertising may not include anything which 
displays or leads to content which would not 
be permitted under these Rules (e.g. via web-
site URL or address, etc.).”

6.	 Advertising Rules Comments

a.	 �Glenn Merry – “Different Manufacturers on 
hats and socks”

The Council agreed to modify the Bye-Laws 
to allow different manufacturers on these two 
items. But the colour and design would have 
to be the same.
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b.	 Christian Stofer – “Boat Stickers”

The Council agreed to a system based on the 
number of rowers in the boat. The exact size 
would still need to be decided. The prelimi-
nary idea would be 500 sq cm per rower in the 
boat. These could be separated or combined. 
The wording would be finalised later in the 
day.

Voting

The Congress finished the review of all 
Statutes, Rules, Bye-Laws and Regulations on 
Friday evening which allowed voting to take 
place Saturday as anticipated. 

The President explained that delegates 
should indicate by raising their hands if they 
wanted a vote to take place on any particular 
proposed alteration. If no request was made, 
he would assume that the delegates were 
in favour of the proposed alteration and it 
would be noted as such. As usual, he asked 
for permission to improve wording as long as 
there was no change in meaning. There were 
no objections. Finally, he asked for permis-
sion to make any consequential changes as 
they arose in the wordings. There were no 
objections.

The Executive Director Matt Smith made a 
new roll call and informed the Congress that, 
at that moment, 62 federations were present 
in the room and one federation was known 
to be in the hotel but had not arrived in the 
room: 48 federations entitled to three votes 
each and 14 federations entitled to one vote 
each, making a total of 158 votes. Therefore, 
80 votes would be necessary for an absolute 
majority and 106 votes for a two-thirds ma-
jority if all votes were cast. Subsequently, at 
the time of voting on Art.42, the final delegate 
arrived making the number of federations 
present 63: 49 federations entitled to 3 votes 

each and 14 federations entitled to one vote 
each, making a total of 161 votes. Therefore, 
81 votes would now be required for an abso-
lute majority and 108 votes for a two-thirds 
majority if all votes were cast. A list of those 
present is annexed to these minutes.

The voting took place and a chart describing 
the vote and showing the outcome of the vot-
ing is attached. In particular, the new word-
ing to Rule 37 was passed and it took effect 
immediately leading to the vote presented 
below on the proposal for the Tokyo 2020 
event programme that would be submitted to 
the IOC.

5.	 �Other items proposed by the 
Member Federations, Council or 
the Executive Committee.

a.	 �Membership request from American 
Samoa

The membership request from American 
Samoa was approved by the Congress and 
it became FISA’s 151st member.

b.	 Tokyo 2020 Olympic event programme

There were two proposals for the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Rowing Programme that 
would need an absolute majority in order to 
be selected and presented to the IOC:

The FISA Council proposal included the fol-
lowing gender equal boat classes:

M1x, M2-, M2x, M4-, M4x, M8+, LM2x

W1x, W2-, W2x, W4-, W4x, W8+, LW2x

The AUS, CHN, DEN, SUI proposal included 
the following gender equal boat classes:

M1x, M2-, M2x, M4x, M8+, LM2x, LM4-
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W1x, W2-, W2x, W4x, W8+, LW2x, LW4-

The result of the voting was as follows:

Council Proposal: � 94 votes

AUS, CHN, DEN, SUI Proposal: � 67 votes

The Council’s proposal would then be 
submitted, as described in the new Rule 37, 
to the IOC for a final decision by the IOC 
Executive Board.

6.	 Additional Topics for Discussion 

a.	 2020 Olympic Qualification System 

The Council proposed the following con-
sultation process with member federa-
tions leading to the development of the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Qualification System 
for submission to the IOC Executive Board:

i)	 �General Comments and Discussion in 
Tokyo, 11 February 2017

ii)	 �First Draft – Comments and 
Discussion in Trakai, August 2017

iii)	 �Second Draft – Comments and 
Discussion in Sarasota/Bradenton, 
2 October 2017

iv)	 �Final Proposal submitted by the FISA 
Council to the IOC Executive Board in 
November 2017

Several comments and suggestions were 
presented by the delegates including the 
following:

-	 �Consider excluding USA, CAN, 
AUS, NZL from the final European 
Qualification Regatta

-	 �Consider limiting NFs to a maximum of 
10 crews at the Olympic Games

-	 Consider Doubling up as a solution

-	 �Increase the quota of lightweight dou-
bles to compensate for the loss of the 
four

-	 �Consider qualifying all eights at the 
World Championships

-	 �Consider a different solution to the 
“Belgian” dilemma of selecting one 
from two qualifying (first placing) 
crews from the continental qualifica-
tion regatta

b.	 2020 International event calendar 

As the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games would 
be taking place two weeks earlier than the 
dates of the Rio 2016 Games, two issues 
arose for international rowing:

i)	 �The World Cup / Final Qualification 
regatta dates for 2020? Proposals will 
follow.

ii)	 �Whether to stage separate World 
Junior and Under 23 Championships 
or again to combine them? Detailed 
analysis and proposals will follow.

c.	 �Future FISA World Championship 
Programmes (Rule 36)

The Council proposed to delay the deci-
sion on Rule 36, the World Championship 
programmes, until after the decision of 
the IOC Executive Board on the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic event programme. The 2017 
Extraordinary Congress agreed to del-
egate this authority to the 2017 Ordinary 
Congress on 2 October 2017. 

The Council proposed that several con-
sultations with member federations take 
place during 2017 regarding detailed 
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proposals for the World Championship 
programmes (following the IOC decision) 
which would then determine the propos-
als presented for vote to the 2017 FISA 
Ordinary Congress on 2 October 2017 in 
Sarasota/Bradenton, Florida, USA.

7.	 Any other business

a.	� Finance – Mike Williams, FISA Treasurer, 
presented the updated 2017 to 2020 FISA 
four-year budget which was the result of 
careful consideration. A provisional four-
year financial plan had been presented 
and approved at the 2016 FISA Ordinary 
Congress. However, this plan was a best 
guess on a number of issues which were 
not known at that point. The Council 
agreed to come back to the delegates in 
Tokyo with the plan that is much more 
realistic and based on more complete 
information. 

b.	� Anti-Doping – The President and the 
Executive Director provided information 
on the situation which followed the release 
of the McLaren report on 18 July 2016 and 
the actions taken by FISA following the 
decisions of the IOC Executive Board and 
the implications for the Olympic Games. 

Closing

The President summed up the key out-
comes of this Extraordinary Congress. He 
thanked the delegates for their active and 

constructive collaboration. He congratulated 
the delegates on their decisions, including:

a.	� FISA will present a gender equal Olympic 
event programme as its proposal for 
the IOC.

b.	� Para Rowing will have the same field of 
play and race distance to fully integrate at 
FISA events.

c.	� A majority of delegates voted to improve 
the gender balance of the Congress del-
egates but missed the two-thirds majority 
required to make it a requirement. This 
is very positive and we hope to see an 
improvement.

The Japan Rowing Federation, the organ-
ising committee and the volunteers were 
thanked for their service at the Congress. The 
President also thanked the interpreters for 
their excellent services during the Congress. 
And he thanked the FISA Staff for the excel-
lent preparation work.

The 2017 FISA Extraordinary Congress 
was declared closed on Saturday, 
11 February 2017.

Jean-Christophe Rolland, President 

  

Matt Smith, Executive Director 
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SUMMARY OF VOTING on the FISA Statutes and Bye-Laws at the 2017 FISA Extraordinary Congress 
 

Statutes Result of Voting 
Declaration of Principles No change was proposed 

A. Rowing Change passed unanimously	
A1. Development of the Individual Change passed unanimously	
A2. International Understanding Change passed unanimously	
A3. Lifetime Sport for All No change was proposed 
A4. Environmental Responsibility No change was proposed 

B. FISA Change passed unanimously	
B1. Integral Part of World Sport Change passed unanimously	
B2. Independence No change was proposed 
B3. Priority to Sport No change was proposed 
B4. Fairness and Equality of Opportunity Change passed unanimously 
B5. Development of Rowing in all its Forms Change passed unanimously 
B6 – Inclusion and Non-Discrimination Change passed unanimously 
B7. Sound Environmental Practices No change was proposed 
Article 1 – Foundation, Name and Legal Status  Change passed unanimously 
Article 2 – Objects Change passed unanimously 
Article 3 – No Demonstrations or Propaganda Change passed unanimously 
Article 4 – Autonomy of Member Federations  Change passed unanimously 
Article 5 – Headquarters No change was proposed 
Article 6 – Emblem No change was proposed 
Article 7 – Languages No change was proposed 
Article 8 – Official Communications  Change passed unanimously 
Article 9 – Interpretation No change was proposed 
Article 10 – Binding Authority  No change was proposed 
Article 11 – Members  Change passed unanimously 
Article 12 – Admission to Membership  Change passed unanimously 
Article 13 –Rights of Member Federations  Change passed unanimously 
Article 14 – Obligations of Member Federations  Change passed unanimously 
Article 15 – Sanctions, suspensions and expulsions Change passed unanimously 
Article 16 – Resignation Change passed unanimously 
Article 17 – Obligations of member federations after expulsion or 
resignation  

Change passed unanimously 

Article 18 –Continental Rowing Confederations Change passed unanimously 
Article 19 –Other Groupings of Member Federations Change passed unanimously 
Article 20 – Governance  Change passed unanimously 
Article 21 – Congress  Change passed unanimously 
Article 22 – Composition and Presidency  No change was proposed 
Article 23 – Delegates  Proposed change FAILED (did not obtain 2/3rds) 

Vote: 97 in favour (63.8%), 55 against, 5 
abstentions 

Article 24 – Observers at the Congress  Change passed unanimously 
Article 25 – Ordinary Congress  Change passed unanimously 
Article 26 – Convening Notice and Agenda Change passed unanimously 
Article 27 – Agenda for Ordinary Congress  Change passed unanimously 

Article 28 – Reports  No change was proposed 
Article 29 – Specific Proposals and Additional Agenda Items 
from Member Federations  

Change passed unanimously 
 

Article 30 – Proposals from the Council or Executive Committee  No change was proposed 
Article 31 – Reconsideration and Confirmation of Decisions of 
Council or the Executive Committee  

Change passed unanimously 

Article 32 – Extraordinary Congress  Change passed unanimously 
Article 33 – Alterations to the Statutes and Rules of Racing  Change passed unanimously 
Article 34 – Auditing of accounts and Risk Management Change passed unanimously 
Article 35 – Quorum at Congress Change passed unanimously 
Article 36 – Voting at Congress Change passed unanimously 
Article 37 – Majorities Change passed unanimously 
Article 38 – Date of Taking Effect  No change was proposed 
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Article 39 – The Council Change passed unanimously 
Article 40 – Election of Members of the Council  Change passed unanimously 
Article 41 – Appointment of the Executive Director  Change passed unanimously 
Article 42 – Appointment of the FISA Continental 
Representatives and Co-opted Members  

Proposed change passed 
154 in favour (95.6%), 7 against, 0 abstentions 

Article 43 Time in Office Change passed unanimously 
Article 44 – Honorary Members  No change was proposed 
Article 45 – Decisions of the Council  Change passed unanimously 
Article 46 – Duties of the Council Change passed unanimously 
Article 47 – Duties of the Council Members  Change passed unanimously 
Article 48 – Council Meetings  No change was proposed 
Article 49 – Executive Committee  Change passed unanimously 
Article 50 – Election of the Three Commission Chairs to the 
Executive Committee  

Change passed unanimously 

Article 51 – Decisions of the Executive Committee  Change passed unanimously 
Article 52 – Duties of the Executive Committee  Change passed unanimously 
Article 53 – Executive Committee Meetings  No change was proposed 
Article 54 – Casual Vacancies  No change was proposed 
Article 55 – Commissions  Change passed unanimously 
Article 56 – Duties of the Commissions, and Working Groups Change passed unanimously 
Article 57 - Commitment  Change passed unanimously 
Article 58 – Individual and Written Confirmation of Commitments  Change passed unanimously 
Article 59 – Ethical principles and integrity Change passed unanimously 
Article 60 – Integrity in Competition Change passed unanimously 
Article 61 – Right of Complaint  Change passed unanimously 
Article 62 – Applicable Procedural Rules Change passed unanimously 
Article 63 – Judicial Bodies of FISA Change passed unanimously 
Article 64 – Procedural Rules Applicable to the Judicial Bodies of 
FISA 

Change passed unanimously 

Article 65 – Penalties and Financial Compensation Change passed unanimously 
Article 66 – Ordinary Arbitration Proceedings No change was proposed 
Article 67 – Appeal Arbitration Proceedings No change was proposed 
Article 68 – Dissolution No change was proposed 
Article 69 – Assets No change was proposed 
Article 70 – Exceptions  No change was proposed 
Article 71 – Concluding Provisions Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Art.4 - Autonomy - Appendix 1 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Art.14 - Obligations - Appendix 2 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Art.18  - Recognition of Continental Rowing 
Confederations - Appendix 3 

Change passed unanimously 

Bye-Law to Art.19 - Other Groupings of Member Federations - 
Appendix 4 

Change passed unanimously 

Bye-Law to Art.47 - Duties of the Council Members  - Appendix 5 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Art.56 - Duties of the Commission Members and 
Working Groups - Appendix 6 

Change passed unanimously 

Bye-Law to Art.58 - Rower's Commitment form - Appendix 7 The wording of this form was changed from the 
printed version to be more pragmatic for the 
athletes. Please refer to the final version. With this 
adaptation, change passed unanimously 

Bye-Law to Art.59 – FISA Code of Ethics - Appendix 8 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Art.60 - Manipulation of Competition and Betting - 
Appendix 9 

Change passed unanimously 

A global vote to confirm all Bye-Law changes was unanimous with one abstention, and the new Bye-Laws are 
considered final. 
The 2017 Statutes and related Bye-Laws took effect immediately. 
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SUMMARY OF VOTING for FISA Rules of RacIng and Related Bye-laws at the 2017 FISA 
Extraordinary Congress 
 

Rule Voting Outcome 
Rule 1- Rowing, Boats, Regattas No change was proposed 
Rule 2 – Application Change passed unanimously 
Rule 3 – Exceptions No change was proposed 
Rule 4 – World Rowing Championships Change passed unanimously 
Rule 5 – Status of Olympic, Paralympic and Youth Olympic Regattas No change was proposed 
Rule 6 – Attribution of World Rowing Championships Change passed unanimously 
Rule 7 – Right to Participate No change was proposed 
Rule 8 – World Rowing Cup – Definition No change was proposed 
Rule 9 – International Regattas – Definition No change was proposed 
Rule 10 – International Regattas – Control by FISA No change was proposed 
Rule 11 – Competition in International Regattas Change passed unanimously 
Rule 12 – International Matches – definition No change was proposed 
Rule 13 – International Matches – Control by FISA No change was proposed 
Rule 14 – Technical Delegates Change passed unanimously 
Rule 15 – National Regattas No change was proposed 
Rule 16 – Approval of International Regattas and Matches Change passed unanimously 
Rule 17 – FISA International Regatta Calendar Change passed unanimously 
Rule 18 – Right to Participate Change passed unanimously 
Rule 19 – Eligibility and Nationality Change passed unanimously 
Rule 20 – Men’s and women’s events Change passed unanimously 
Rule 21 – Health Change passed unanimously 
Rule 22 – Insurance Change passed unanimously 
Rule 23 – Commitment No change was proposed 
Rule 24 – Age Categories No change was proposed 
Rule 25 – Additional Categories No change was proposed 
Rule 26 – Licences No change was proposed 
Rule 27 – Coxswains Proposed change passed. 138 in favour 

(92%), 12 against, 0 abstentions 
Rule 28 – Weighing of Coxswains No change was proposed 
Rule 29 – Juniors No change was proposed 
Rule 30 – Seniors and under 23 No change was proposed 
Rule 31 – Lightweights No change to averaging. Council 

proposal on this subject was withdrawn. 
The Council announced that a strategic 
review of lightweight rowing would take 
place in 2017. No change to weigh in 
timing. The Swiss proposal on this 
subject was withdrawn. Other changes 
passed unanimously. 

Rule 32 – Masters No change was proposed 
Rule 33 – Mixed Masters events No change was proposed 
Rule 34 – Para-Rowing The Council announced that a strategic 

review of para rowing would take place 
in 2017. Change passed unanimously 

Rule 35 – Classes of Boat No change was proposed 
Rule 36 – World Championship Boat Classes The proposal: “2017 FISA Extraordinary 

Congress delegates pass the authority 
to change Rule 36 to the 2017 FISA 
Ordinary Congress” passed 
unanimously. 

Rule 37 – Olympic Games Boat Classes Wording changed from the printed 
version to: “The events programme for 
the Olympic regatta shall be determined 
by the IOC Executive Board after 
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consultation with FISA in accordance 
with the Olympic Charter. The FISA 
Congress shall vote to select a 
recommended Olympic programme that 
the FISA Executive Committee shall 
submit to the IOC.” Change passed 
unanimously 

Rule 38 – Boat Classes at other events Change passed unanimously 
Rule 39 – Free Construction No change was proposed 
Rule 40 – Innovations in Equipment Change passed unanimously 
Rule 41 – Weight of Boats No change was proposed 
Rule 42 – Characteristics Proposed change passed. 126 in favour 

(83.4%), 25 against, 0 abstentions 
Rule 43 – Racing Distance Change passed unanimously 
Rule 44 – Number of Lanes Change passed unanimously 
Rule 45 – Authority of FISA No change was proposed 
Rule 46 – The Organising Committee Change passed unanimously 
Rule 47 – Team Manager Change passed unanimously 
Rule 48 – Prizes and Sponsorship Contracts No change was proposed 
Rule 49 – FISA Merchandising Rights No change was proposed 
Rule 50 – Identifications displayed on equipment and Rowers – 
Commercial Publicity, Sponsorship and Advertising 

The wording of the final paragraph in the 
printed version was changed to: 
“"Advertising may not include anything 
which displays or leads to content which 
would not be permitted under these 
Rules (e.g. via website URL or address, 
etc.)." Changed passed unanimously. 

Rule 51 – Rowers’ Clothing and Blade Colours Change passed unanimously 
Rule 52 – Authorisation of the Member Federation No change was proposed 
Rule 53 – Restrictions No change was proposed 
Rule 54 – Entries Proposed change passed. 149 in favour 

(96%), 6 against, 0 abstentions 
Rule 55 – List of Entries No change was proposed 
Rule 56 – False Declarations No change was proposed 
Rule 57 – Objections to an entry No change was proposed 
Rule 58 – Withdrawals Change passed unanimously 
Rule 59 – Crew Changes after the entry deadline and up to one hour 
before the First Heat 

Change passed unanimously 

Rule 60 – Changes after the First Heat Change passed unanimously 
Rule 61 – Guiding Principles – Safety and Fairness No change was proposed 
Rule 62 – Safety – General Principles No change was proposed 
Rule 63 – Traffic Rules on the Course No change was proposed 
Rule 64 – Other Boats on the water No change was proposed 
Rule 65 – Damage to equipment No change was proposed 
Rule 66 – Fairness – General Principles No change was proposed 
Rule 67 – FISA Progression System Change passed unanimously 
Rule 68 – The Draw Change passed unanimously 
Rule 69 – Withdrawals, exclusions and disqualifications after the draw  No change was proposed 
Rule 70 – Time Trials No change was proposed 
Rule 71 – Adverse Weather Conditions No change was proposed 
Rule 72 – Penalties Change passed unanimously 
Rule 73 – At the Start No change was proposed 
Rule 74 – The Starting Procedure No change was proposed 
Rule 75 – False Start Change passed unanimously 
Rule 76 – Objections at the Start Change passed unanimously 
Rule 77– Responsibility of the Rowers Proposed change passed. 141 in favour 

(97.9%), 3 against, 0 abstentions 
Rule 78 – Interference Change passed unanimously 
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Rule 79 – Coaching during racing No change was proposed 
Rule 80 – Finish of the Race Change passed unanimously 
Rule 81 – Dead-Heats The proposal: “2017 FISA Extraordinary 

Congress delegates pass the authority 
to change Rule 81 to the 2017 FISA 
Ordinary Congress” passed 
unanimously. 

Rule 82 – Objections Change passed unanimously 
Rule 83 – Protests Change passed unanimously 
Rule 84 – The Outcome of the Protest Change passed unanimously 
Rule 85 – Appeals Change passed unanimously 
Rule 86 – Disputes, Appeals and Cases not Covered No change was proposed 
Rule 87 – Exceptional Cases Change passed unanimously 
Rule 88 – The Regatta Report Change passed unanimously 
Rule 89 – The Jury No change was proposed 
Rule 90 – Jury’s Prime Concern No change was proposed 
Rule 91 – President of the Jury No change was proposed 
Rule 92 – Composition of the Jury Change passed unanimously 
Rule 93 – the Board of the Jury No change was proposed 
Rule 94 – International umpires No change was proposed 
Rule 95 – Control Commission No change was proposed 
Rule 96 – The Starter, and the Judge at the Start No change was proposed 
Rule 97 – The Umpire Change passed unanimously 
Rule 98 – Judges at the Finish No change was proposed 
Rule 99 – Health of Rowers No change was proposed 
Rule 100 – Anti-Doping No change was proposed 
Rule 101 – Concluding Provisions Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Laws to Rules 42 to 44 - Regatta Courses – Appendix 10 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Laws to Rule 50 - Advertising Bye-laws – Appendix 11 Two changes were agreed from the 

printed version. One relates to 
paragraph 2.5c such that the 
manufacturer of the hats and socks 
within a crew may differ as long as the 
design, colour and length are the same. 
The second change is for paragraph 3.3 
such that the number of sponsor 
identification spaces on the boats will be 
connected to the number of rowers in 
the boat. Please refer to the final 
version. Otherwise, changes passed 
unanimously. 

Bye-Law to Rule 67 - Progression System – Appendix 12 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Rule 87 - Umpiring Licences – Appendix 13 Change passed unanimously 
Bye-Law to Rule 100 – Anti-Doping Bye-Laws – Appendix 14 The definition of “In-Competition” was 

slightly changed from the printed version 
to be:  For purposes of differentiating 
between In-Competition and Out-of-
Competition Testing “In-Competition” 
means the period commencing 12 hours 
before the first Competition of said 
Event in which the Rower is scheduled 
to participate through to the end of the 
Sample collection process related to the 
last Competition of the Rower at such 
Event. “ 

Event Regulations Olympics – Appendix 15 Change passed unanimously 
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Event Regulations World Championships – Appendix 16 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations World Cups – Appendix 17 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations Masters Regattas – Appendix 18 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations Para-Rowing – Appendix 19 The text of Regulation 7 was changed 

from the printed version to reflect the 
situation that the IPC Governing Board 
decides on the events at the Paralympic 
Games, similar to Rule 37 for the 
Olympics.  
A change to the last paragraph of 
Regulation 6 was added after printing 
the agenda papers and it now reads:  An 
LTA A PR3 Mix2x crew may include a 
maximum of one rower whose disability 
impairment is visual impairment and that 
rower may be either LTA PR3-B1 or LTA 
PR3-B2 and PR3 rowers with a physical 
impairment must have a minimum of a 
loss of 20 points in one limb when 
assessed using the Functional 
Classification Test as set out in the 
Classification Application form for 
Physical Impairment.”“ 

Event Regulations Coastal Rowing – Appendix 20 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations Tour Rowing – Appendix 21 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations Bidding Preparation – Appendix 22 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations Indoor Rowing – Appendix 23 Change passed unanimously 
Event Regulations Beach Sprints – Appendix 24 Change passed unanimously 
Para Rowing Classification Regulations – Appendix 25 Change passed unanimously 
A global vote to confirm all Bye-Law changes was unanimous and the new Bye-Laws to the Rules of Racing and 
Event Regulations are considered final. 
The 2017 Rules of Racing and related Bye-Laws and Event Regulations took effect immediately. 
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