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2013 FISA Ordinary Congress

Chungju, Republic of Korea
Monday, 2 September 2013

Agenda

Opening of the session

Identification of the delegates and confirmation of their authority
Appointment of scrutineers for the period of Congress

Approval of the minutes of the 2012 Ordinary Congress and 2013 Extraordinary Congress
President’s report and reports of the Executive Committee Members
Reports of the Chairs of the Specialist Commissions

Reports of the Continental Representatives

Accounts, financial report and auditors’ report

Approval of Accounts

Determination of entrance fee and annual subscription

Budget for the following year

Reports on future FISA Events and Olympic regattas

Place and date of the next Congress

Attribution of future FISA Events in accordance with Rule 6

Reports on applications for affiliation and voting consequent thereon

Reconsideration or Confirmation of decisions (ref. Art. 30) taken by the Council in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Art. 43 or by the Executive Committee
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Art. 50

Council and Executive Committee Elections in accordance with Articles 39 and 48
Specific Proposals from the Member Federations, the Council or the Executive Committee
Other Items proposed by Member Federations, the Council or the Executive Committee
Report of the Development Programme

Any other business

Closing
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1. Opening of the session

FISA President Denis Oswald declared the
Congress open and greeted the delegates.
President Oswald thanked the Organising
Committee for their excellent organisation
of the Championships and preparation of the
Congress.

In the memory of recently deceased rowing
friends and colleagues, the President then
asked the delegates to observe a moment of
silence. He mentioned the names of the fol-
lowing persons:

John Veats (GBR)

Rhomit Mukhergee (IND)
Nestor llagan (PHI)

Mohamed Sadok Aouididi (TUN)
Harry Parker (USA)

Julian Wolf (USA)

The President proposed that a special resolu-
tion be adopted which highlight the outstand-
ing facilities and organisation related to this
event. He proposed the following:

“The Congress of FISA unanimously wishes
to congratulate and thank the organis-

ing committee of the 2013 World Rowing
Championships in Chungju, Korea and all
relevant authorities for a state of the art
venue and an outstanding organisation and
operation of this competition.”

The delegates agreed by along and strong
ovation.

The President provided general information
about the programme and organisation of the
Congress. He reminded the delegates that
they should feel free to speak but asked that
they be as concise as possible. There were

no questions regarding the course of the
Congress or the Agenda for the Congress.

2. Identification of the delegates and
confirmation of their authority

The Executive Director Matt Smith made a roll
call. He then informed the delegates that, at
that point, there were 75 federations repre-
sented, 53 entitled to three votes and 22 en-
titled to one vote making a total of 181 votes.
Therefore, 91 votes would be necessary for a
clear majority if all votes were utilised. Alist of
those present is annexed to these minutes.

3. Appointment of scrutineers for the
period of Congress

The Congress unanimously accepted the
President’s proposal that the following indi-
viduals serve as scrutineers for this congress:

Henning Bay Nielsen (DEN)
Chen Chunxin (CHN)

Lia Trika (GRE)

Annamarie Phelps (GBR)

4. Approval of the minutes of the 2012
Ordinary Congress and 2013
Extraordinary Congress

The President reminded the delegates that
they were asked in a circular to submit com-
ments to the above mentioned minutesin
advance of this Congress in order to save
time. One comment was received for the
Extraordinary Congress and a correction was
sent out. No other comments had beenre-
ceived in advance but he invited the delegates
to make comments if they wished.

As there were no remarks, the President
considered the minutes of the 2012 Ordinary
Congress and those of the amended 2013
Extraordinary Congress, as approved
unanimously.



5. President’s report and reports of
the Executive Committee Members

The President commented on the successful
staging of the first World Cup in the Southern
Hemisphere in Sydney. The President ap-
pealed to all federations to participate so that
we can show that we are a universal sport.
Universal participation is one of the criteria
used by the IOC when each sport is assessed.

He then made a comment about two doping
cases that came to our attention last week.
The US Anti-Doping Agency adjudicated the
cases and gave these athletes a reprimand
(public warning). FISA took the right to review
the case and formed an Anti-Doping Hearing
Panel. After hearing the athletes and assess-
ing the circumstances of the case, the panel
confirmed the decision of USADA. The deci-
sion in written form will follow in due time.
The President reconfirmed that FISA treats
all rowers equally and stands by its policy of
no tolerance regarding doping. There were no
questions by the delegates.

For the other members of the Executive
Committee, there were no additional com-
ments. There were no questions about the
reports. The President called for a vote by
show of voting cards and these reports were
approved unanimously.

6. Reports of the Chairs of the
Specialist Commissions

The Chairs of the Commissions had no ad-
ditional comments to add to their written
reports, expect for the following:

* JohnBoultbee, Chair of the Competitive
Rowing Commission, announced that
the Coaches Conference will take place
from 7 to 10 November 2013 in Tallinn,
Estonia.

» Algirdas Raslanas, Chair of the Youth
Rowing Commission, reminded del-
egates that the Youth Coaches
Conference would take place from 24 to
27 October in Hamburg.

There were no other comments or ques-
tions and the President asked the delegates
if he could consider the reports approved and
asked if there were any who disagreed. No
delegates disagreed and the reports were
considered as approved.

7. Reports of the Continental
Representatives

The President announced that the Continental
Representatives had no additional comments
to their reports. As the delegates had no fur-
ther questions, he considered that the reports
were approved unanimously.

8. Accounts, financial report and
auditors’ report

Mike Williams, the Treasurer, presented the ac-
counts of FISA including the financial report and
the report by PriceWaterhouseCoopers, the in-
dependent auditors. The Treasurer directed the
delegates to the detailed explanations in the
Agenda Papers but repeated that the surplus of
CHF 77'687 for the year 2012 was better than
the expected budgeted surplus of CHF 35'958.
There was a large charge for exchange rate loss
which was caused by accounting requirements.
There was a higher than anticipated income
from the television rights for the London 2012
Olympic Games and the Executive Committee
intends to increase the reserve to be ready for
the possibility of reduced Olympic TV rights
income in the future.

He thanked the FISA staff for the good work in
maintaining costs and preparing the accounts.



The president asked if there were any ques-
tions for the treasurer. There were none.

9. Approval of Accounts

The accounts as presented were approved by
the delegates in a show of voting cards and
they approved unanimously.

10. Determination of entrance fee and
annual subscription

No change had been proposed by the Council
and the delegates did not disagree.

11. Budget for the following year

The Treasurer presented the budget for 2014.
The President asked if there were any ques-
tions and there were none. He then asked for
and received unanimous approval for the 2014
budget.

12. Reports on future FISA Events and
Olympicregattas

The Executive Director informed the del-
egates that the organizing committees for
events for the coming two years have distrib-
uted their bulletins to the delegates. He intro-
duced Frans Cornelis, President of the Dutch
Rowing Federation, who would be available for
questions at lunch or the break about the 2014
World Rowing Championships in Amsterdam.
He introduced the Director of the 2015 World
Rowing Championships in Aiguebelette,
France, Remy Charmetant who would also be
available for questions. Otherwise, all relevant
information for all upcoming events is availa-
ble in the bulletins and on the websites of FISA
and the organizing committees.

13. Place and date of the next
Congress

The President proposed that the 2014
Ordinary Congress would take place on
Monday, 1 September 2014 in Amsterdam fol-
lowing the 2014 World Rowing Championships.
There were no other proposals and the presi-
dent considered this to be approved by the
delegates.

14. Attribution of future FISA Events
in accordance with Rule 6

The President asked Mike Tanner to lead this
subject and he explained the full bidding pro-
cess first. He then summarised key features of
each of the two venues; Sarasota and Plovdiv.

Attribution of the 2017 World Rowing
Championships -The Council decision was
to propose to the Congress the bid from
Sarasota/Bradenton, Florida as presented
by the United States Rowing Association.
The Congress voted to approve this decision
unanimously. The representatives of the bid
committee and USRowing then signed the
Event Agreement in front of the delegates.

Attribution of the 2018 World Rowing
Championships —The Council decision

was to propose to the Congress the bid of
Plovdiv presented by the Bulgarian Rowing
Federation. The Congress approved this deci-
sion unanimously.

Attribution of the 2015 World Rowing Under
23 Championships -The Council decision was
to propose to the Congress the bid of Plovdiv
presented by the Bulgarian Rowing Federation.
The Congress approved this decision unani-
mously. The representatives of the Plovdiv bid
committee and the Bulgarian Federation then
signed the two Event Agreements in front of
the delegates.



The President then asked that the decisions
of the Council for other events in the calendar
were announced.

The Executive Director announced that, after
extensive consultation with coaches and team
managers, the Council has decided that first
World Rowing Cup of 2015 should not take place
in Sydney so that preparations for Olympic
Qualification can take place as usual. A new bid
process will be launched for the first World Cup
of 2015 which would take place on the weekend
of 9/10 May 2015. He announced that the sec-
ond World Cup of 2015 will take place in Varese,
Italy on the weekend of 20/21 June and the final
World Cup of 2015 will take place in Lucerne,
Switzerland on the weekend of 11/12 July.

In the Olympic year, the international calendar
will advance three weeks to account for the
date of the Olympic Games. The first World
Cup will not take place in Sydney but a new bid
process would start to identify the venue for
the first World Cup for the weekend of 16/17
April. The second World Cup of 2016 will take
place in Lucerne, Switzerland on the weekend
of 28/29 May. It will be preceded by the Final
Olympic Qualification Regatta. The third World
Cup regatta of 2016 will take place in Poznan,
Poland on the weekend of 18/19 June.

It was also announced that the Council has
attributed the 2016 World Rowing Masters
Regatta to Copenhagen, Denmark and the
2017 World Rowing Masters Regatta to Bled,
Slovenia. Event Agreements were signed with
representatives of both national federations in
front of the delegates.

Finally, it was announced that the 2015 World
Rowing Coastal Championships were awarded
to Lima, Peru. The president of the National
Olympic Committee of Peru Jose Quinones
signed the Event Agreement in front of the
delegates.

15. Reports on applications for
affiliation and voting consequent
thereon

The Congress unanimously approved individu-
ally the applications for affiliation from the
following rowing federations:

Benin

Botswana

Mali

Saudi Arabia

St. Vincent and Grenadines

This brought the number of member federa-
tions of FISA to 142.

16. Reconsideration or Confirmation
of decisions (ref. Art. 30) taken by
the Council in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 3 of Art. 43
or by the Executive Committee
in accordance with the provisions
of paragraph 3 of Art. 50

No requests had been received at the deadline.

17. Council and Executive Committee
Elections in accordance with
Articles 39 and 48

Elections were held for the offices of
President, Vice President, Treasurer and the
Council representatives on the Executive
Committee. The following is a description
of the procedures that were followed for the
elections of the Executive Committee (as
explained in Circular No. 4 of 2013):

“The current president, Denis Oswald, is seek-
ing re-election, but he indicated that he intends
to retire before the 2014 Congress. If he is
re-elected, there will be a vacancy [when he
retires]. Instead of having this vacancy filled

by the Executive Committee according Art. 52



of the Statutes, the Council proposes that the
Congress selects the next president already at
the Congress in Chungju.

Provided that Denis Oswald is re-elected for the
immediate term, the delegates will also elect the
person who will fill the vacancy and take over the
presidency from Denis Oswald when he retires.
This solution aims at allowing a smooth transition
between the current and the future president.

National federations have therefore the oppor-
tunity to propose candidates for the position of
president, either to be opposed to Denis Oswald
for the period starting immediately after the
Congress in Chungju, or for the period start-

ing when Denis Oswald retires in the course
of2014.”

The elections proceeded as described below:

A. Election of the President
a. Candidate: Denis Oswald (SUI)

The president of the Swiss Rowing Federation
Stephane Trachsler was given the floor to
present the candidacy of Denis Oswald. Then
the election of the President took place and
Denis Oswald was elected by acclamation.

B. Election of the President to succeed
Denis Oswald

The Congress then moved to the election of
the person who would fill the vacancy that will
be created when Denis Oswald retires on 12
July 2014 and thus complete the four-year
term of president. There were three candi-
dates for this succession:

a. John Boultbee (AUS)
b. Jean-Christophe Rolland (FRA)
c. Tricia Smith (CAN)

Delegates from the national federations of
the three candidates were given the floor to
present their candidacies. The president of

Rowing Australia Colin Smith presented the
candidacy of John Boultbee. The president of
the French Rowing Federation Jean-Jacques
Mulot presented the candidacy of Jean-
Christophe Rolland. The president of Rowing
Canada Michael Murphy presented the candi-
dacy of Tricia Smith.

There was an opportunity for questions of the
candidates from the delegates and then the
election of the successor to Denis Oswald
took place. One delegate from each national
federation was called forward to place a ballot
in the black bag in front of the delegates. The
result of the vote was as follows:

John Boultbee 50votes
Jean-Christophe Rolland 117 votes
Tricia Smith 12 votes

Jean-Christophe Rolland was elected to
succeed Denis Oswald on 12 July 2014 as
president of FISA.

C. Election of the Vice President

The candidates were:

a. Anita DeFrantz (USA)
b. Tricia Smith (CAN)

Delegates from the national federations of
the two candidates were given the floor to
present their candidacies. Don Langford
representing USRowing presented the
candidacy of Anita DeFrantz. The president of
Rowing Canada Michael Murphy presented the
candidacy of Tricia Smith.

There was an opportunity for questions and
then the election of the Vice President took
place. The result of the vote was as follows:

80 votes
98 votes

Anita DeFrantz
Tricia Smith

Tricia Smith was elected as vice president of
FISA to start on 1 January 2014.



D. Election of the Treasurer

The only candidate is Michael Williams (GBR).
The president of the British Rowing Federation
Annamarie Phelps was given the floor to
present the candidacy of Mike Williams. There
was an opportunity for questions and then

the election of the Treasurer took place. He
was re-elected for a further four-year term by
acclamation.

There was then a break in the Congress so that
the Council could assess the results of the
above elections and then prepare a proposal
for the three commission chairs to be elected
individually to the Executive Committee in ac-
cordance with Article 48 of the FISA Statutes
as described in Circular No. 6 of 2013:

"According the Article 48 of the FISA Statutes,
the Congress shall elect three Commission
Chairs, individually, to the Executive Committee
based on a proposal from the Council. After the
deadline of 2 June for candidacies to become
president, vice president and treasurer, it be-
came clear that there could be several possible
outcomes affecting the election of the three
commission chairs on the Executive Committee.
For the present time, the three current chairs on
the Executive Committee and three additional
Council chairs have indicated would be interest-
ed to serve on the Executive Committee.

The Council discussed this at their meeting in
Lucerne on 14 July 2013 and has decided to
submit the Council proposal for these three
positions after the elections for president, vice
president and treasurer. The Council will ask for
a break in the congress, retire for a short Council
meeting and then return to present the defini-
tive Council proposal for these three commis-
sion chairs.”
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The Congress then reconvened for the elec-
tion of the three commission chairs to the
Executive Committee. The Council proposed
the following three commission chairs to the
Congress to hold positions on the Executive
Committee:

John Boultbee, Chair, Competitive Rowing
Commission

Mike Tanner, Chair, Events Commission
Lenka Wech, Chair, Athletes Commission

There was an opportunity for questions and
the delegate from Austria asked for an indi-
vidual vote for each candidate. The President
answered that Article 48 indeed prescribes
that anindividual vote for each candidate
shall take place. The election of the three
proposed commission chairs to the Executive
Committee took place individually.

John Boultbee received 146 yes votes,
none against;

Mike Tanner received 168 yes votes and
none against; and

Lenka Wech received 130 yes votes and six
no votes.

The three commission chairs proposed to
the Executive Committee were therefore
elected by the delegates of the Congress.
They will take office for a four-year term on
1 January 2014.

That completed the elections.

18. Specific Proposals from the
Member Federations, the Council
or the Executive Committee

There were no specific proposals received.



19. Other Items proposed by Member
Federations, the Council or the
Executive Committee

Comments on the 2012 Olympic
Qualification System and proposals
for the 2016 Olympic Qualification
System

The Executive Director indicated that
FISA's proposal for the 2016 Olympic
Qualification system is due at the IOC on
15 October 2014. The IOC has already
confirmed the 14 Olympic boat classes and
the 550 quota places. We have now to de-
termine how many crews to choose in each
boat class. The Council asked the national
federations to submit suggestions and
proposals by 30 September 2014.

20. Report of the Development
Programme

The report was submitted in the Agenda
papers. The president asked for any questions
from the delegates on this report. There were
no questions.

21. Any other business

a. Matt Smith announced that a survey on
women's rowing had been distributed
to the team managers and it would be
sent by email to all national federations.
Tricia Smith asked that the survey be for-
warded to the person in the national fed-
eration working on women's rowing.

b. Healso showed the results of the survey
on the Junior and Under 23 champion-
ships. The question was, if an event has 25
or more entries and five rounds of racing are
required, should the first round take place
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on the Wednesday afternoon or race two
rounds in one day. There was a majority for
the Wednesday afternoon to avoid two races
on one day so the Council will apply that
option. The second survey was about the
2016 regatta calendar and the placement of
the Senior / Junior Championships with the
Under 23 Championships. There were three
scenarios. But until the venue for the Under
23 Championships is settled, this question will
remain open.

c. Anita DeFrantz presented the Council's deci-
sion to propose that Denis Oswald be award-
ed the title of Honorary President for Life. This
was followed by a long standing ovation. She
then presented a unique, specially designed
pin prepared by the Council. Denis took the
floor to thank everyone for their support over
the last 24 years as President and the 12 years
before that as Secretary General.

22. Closing

The President thanked the delegates for their
excellent co-operation. He also expressed his
gratitude to the Korean Rowing Association
and the Chungju Organising Committee for
their excellent organisation of the Congress
as well as to the FISA staff for their preparation
of the Agenda Papers. He also thanked the
interpreters for their excellent work.

He declared the 2013 FISA Ordinary Congress
closed at 14:20 hrs.

Denis Oswald, President

Matt Smith, Executive Director

fri
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