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OLYMPIC GAMES AND OLYMPIC 
QUALIFICATION REGATTAS 
REGULATIONS – EVENT REGULATIONS 
AND/OR DEPARTURES FROM THE FISA 
RULES OF RACING 

 

1. Application 1) 1. Application  
These regulations apply to Olympic Games 
regattas together with and not in exclusion of 
the FISA Rules of Racing. They also apply 
equally and by analogy to Olympic 
qualification regattas organised by FISA. 

These regulations apply to Olympic Games 
regattas together with and not in exclusion of 
the FISA Rules of Racing. They also apply 
equally and by analogy to Olympic 
qualification regattas organised by FISA. 

 

2. Governance 2) 2. Governance  
The Olympic Games are governed by the 
Olympic Charter. The Olympic Games and 
Olympic Qualification regattas shall be rowed 
according to the Rules of Racing and related 
Bye-Laws in addition to these Regulations. 

The Olympic Games are governed by the 
Olympic Charter. The Olympic Games and 
Olympic Qualification regattas shall be rowed 
according to the Rules of Racing and related 
Bye-Laws in addition to these Regulations. 

 

3. Eligibility 3) 3. Eligibility  
Refer to Article 41 of the Olympic Charter. Refer to Article 41 of the Olympic Charter.  
4. Boat Classes 4. Boat Classes  
Refer to Rule 37 of the FISA Rules of Racing. 
The 2017 FISA Extraordinary Congress 
selected the following programme that has 
been submitted to the IOC Executive Board 
for their decision in July 2017 regarding the 
2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan: 
Men (M) 1x 2x 2- 4x 4- 8+ 
Women 
(W) 

1x 2x 2- 4x 4- 8+ 

Lightweight 
Men (LM) 

 2x     

Lightweight 
Women 
(LW) 

 2x     

 

Refer to Rule 327 of the FISA Rules 
of Racing. 
The 2017 2020 FISA Extraordinary Congress 
selected the following programme that has 
been submitted to the IOC Executive Board 
for their decision in July 2017 regarding the 
20240 Olympic Games in ParisTokyo, 
JapanFrance: 
Men (M) 1x 2x 2- 4x 4- 8+ 
Women 
(W) 

1x 2x 2- 4x 4- 8+ 

Lightweight 
Men (LM) 

 2x     

Moved as a Bye-Law to Rule 26 



Lightweight 
Women 
(LW) 

 2x     

 

The 2020 Olympic Games regatta 
programme will be included in the Rule Book 
Updates 2018. 

The 2020 Olympic Games regatta 
programme will be included in the Rule Book 
Updates 2018. 

 

 4) Advertising, demonstrations, 
propaganda 

 

 Advertising, demonstrations, and propaganda 
shall be governed by Rule 50 of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
Charter. 

Addition to refer directly to the Olympic 
Charter 

5. Racing Colours 4)5) 5. Racing Colours  
As crews are entered by their National 
Olympic Committees, their racing colours are 
regulated by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) at the Olympic Games. 

As crews are entered by their National 
Olympic Committees, their racing colours are 
regulated by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) at the Olympic Games. 

 

6. Qualification System 5)6) 6. Qualification System  
Following the confirmation of the events 
programme for the Olympic Games regatta, 
the FISA Council, in consultation with 
member federations, shall propose the 
Qualification System for approval in 
accordance with the Olympic Charter. The 
Qualification System includes the World 
Rowing Championships in the preOlympic 
year, continental qualification regattas and 
the final qualification regatta. 

Following the confirmation of the events 
programme for the Olympic Games regatta, 
the FISA Council, in consultation with 
member federations, shall propose the 
Qualification System for approval in 
accordance with the Olympic Charter. The 
Qualification System includes the equivalent 
World Rowing Championships in the pre-
Olympic year, continental qualification 
regattas and the final qualification regatta. 

 

7. Entries and Restrictions on Entries 6)7) 7. Entries and Restrictions on 
Entries 

 

Refer to Article 44 of the Olympic Charter. Refer to Article 44 of the Olympic Charter.  
8. Crew Changes 7)8) 8. Crew Changes  
Refer to Rules 59 and 60 of the FISA Rules 
of Racing 

Refer toCrew changes are subject to Rules 
486359 and 49640 of the FISA Rules 

Update of Rule numbers and refer to IOC 
requirements.  



of Racing and additional requirements of the 
IOC. 

9. Progression System 9. Progression System  
The progression system used at the Olympic 
regatta will be the FISA Progression System 
prescribed in the Rules of Racing and the 
related Bye-Laws. 

The progression system used at the Olympic 
regatta will be the FISA Progression System 
prescribed in the Rules of Racing and the 
related Bye-Laws. 

Deleted as duplicated in the Rules 

10. Point Score 10. Point Score  
In the Summer Olympic year, the FISA Team 
Trophy will be awarded to the member 
federation obtaining the most points in the 
events of the World Rowing Championships 
(the events at the Olympic Games together 
with the remaining non-Olympic events held 
at the World Rowing Championships of that 
year) according to the following calculation: 

In the Summer Olympic year, the FISA Team 
Trophy will be awarded to the member 
federation obtaining the most points in the 
events of the World Rowing Championships 
(the events at the Olympic Games together 
with the remaining non-Olympic events held 
at the World Rowing Championships of that 
year) according to the following calculation: 

Deleted as not longer awarded 

1st: 8 points 1st: 8 points  
2nd: 6 points 2nd: 6 points  
3rd:  5 points 3rd:  5 points  
4th:  4 points 4th:  4 points  
5th:  3 points 5th:  3 points  
6th:  2 points 6th:  2 points  
7th:  1 point 7th:  1 point  
11. Titles, Prizes and Cups 8)9) 11. Titles, Prizes and 

CupsDiplomas 
 

The title of Olympic Champion shall be 
conferred on winning rowers at an Olympic 
Games regatta by the IOC. They shall each 
be awarded a gold plated medal. Those 
finishing second in each event shall be 
awarded silver medals. Those finishing third 
in each event shall be awarded 
bronze medals. 
At the victory ceremony, the national anthem 
of the country which the winning rowers 

The title of Olympic Champion shall be 
conferred on winning rowers at an Olympic 
Games regatta by the IOC. They shall each 
be awarded a gold plated medal. Those 
finishing second in each event shall be 
awarded silver medals. Those finishing third 
in each event shall be awarded 
bronze medals.Medals shall be awarded and 
ceremonies conducted in accordance with 
Rule 56 of the Olympic Charter. The medals 

Change to just refer to Olympic Charter 



represent shall be played. The national flags 
of the three countries which the winning 
rowers, the rowers finishing second and the 
rowers finishing third represent shall be 
raised. The medals shall be supplied by the 
Olympic Organising Committee. 

shall be supplied by the Olympic 
Organising Committee. 
At the victory ceremony, the national anthem 
of the country which the winning rowers 
represent shall be played. The national flags 
of the three countries which the winning 
rowers, the rowers finishing second and the 
rowers finishing third represent shall be 
raised. Victory, medal and diploma 
ceremonies shall be conducted in 
accordance with the IOC 
Protocol Guide and other protocol-related 
requirements set forth in the Olympic Host 
Contract. The medals shall be supplied by 
the Olympic Organising Committee. 

12. Exceptional Cases 9)10) 12. Exceptional Cases  
Should it be necessary to take decisions in 
exceptional cases at the Olympic Games 
(e.g., postponement of a racing session or 
suspension of the regatta), the FISA 
Executive Committee or its designee, in 
consultation with the Technical Delegates, 
President of the Jury and the Competition 
Manager and the IOC, shall make such 
decisions. At an Olympic qualification regatta 
such decisions shall be made by the 
designee of the Executive Committee 
together with the Technical Delegate, the 
President of the Jury and the representative 
of the organising committee. 

Should it be necessary to take decisions in 
exceptional cases at the Olympic Games 
(e.g., postponement of a racing session or 
suspension of the regatta), the FISA 
Executive Committee or its designee, in 
consultation with the Technical Delegates, 
President of the Jury and the Competition 
Manager and the IOC, shall make such 
decisions. At an Olympic qualification regatta 
such decisions shall be made by the 
designee of the Executive Committee 
together with the Technical Delegate, the 
President of the Jury and the representative 
of the organising committee. 

 

13. Interpretation of Regulations 10)11) 13. Interpretation of Regulations  
Within the authority of FISA, the Executive 
Committee shall adjudicate on all cases not 
covered by the Rules of Racing, related Bye-
Laws and Event Regulations, as well as on 

Within the authority of FISA, the Executive 
Committee shall adjudicate on all cases not 
covered by the Rules of Racing, related Bye-
Laws and Event Regulations, as well as on 

 



disputes which may arise during the Olympic 
Games regatta. The decision of the 
Executive Committee shall be final. Any 
decision made by the Executive Committee 
under this article shall immediately be 
communicated to the member federations of 
FISA in writing. 

disputes which may arise during the Olympic 
Games regatta. The decision of the 
Executive Committee shall be final. Any 
decision made by the Executive Committee 
under this article shall immediately be 
communicated to the member federations of 
FISA in writing. 

 


