
2020 Oceania Report to the Executive Committee

Development in the Pacific Island Nations

Covid Position for the Pacific Island Nations
– a. Vanuatu
– b. Kiribati
– c. American Samoa

Australia and New Zealand

Forward Planning and Budget



2020 Report of the OCEANIA Continental Rep.

2020 Primary Development Achievements
1. Women’s participation in the Pacific

2. Coastal coach education program

3. 2020-2022 Oceania development plan 

2021 Primary Development Objectives
1. OS scholarship holders pathway to Tokyo Olympic 

Games

2. Samoa Program launch

3. Women’s participation (ongoing)

Martin Tamoaieta
OS scholarship Kiribati

Rillio Rio Rii
OS scholarship Vanuatu



Women’s participation program

• Women’s learn to row and training camp January 

• Cassandra Tarivonda selected to compete for 

VAN and Luisa Sipinga selected to compete for 

ASA at Asia/Oceania olympic selection event.

2020 Primary Development Achievements

Vanuatu Women’s learn to row and national 
selection training camp January 2020.



Coastal coach education program 

• WR Oceania development officer was one of the first coaches to complete the 

WR coach education training for coastal rowing

• Ten candidates (6 VAN 4 ASA) are currently undertaking the coastal rowing 

education module 

2020 Primary Development Achievements



2020 Primary Development Achievements

2020-2022 strategic plan
• ASA and Vanuatu coastal fleet update

• Planned Australian &NZ Aid funded Samoa program

• Regional coastal regatta planned for 2021

WR Recreation Rowing Commissioner in American Samoa 
(ASA)

UNDP partnered with Fautasi o Toa in Samoa in2020 



2021 Primary Development Objectives

Asia/Oceania Qualification regatta, Tokyo2020 and 2021 WRC
• Kiribati, Vanuatu and American Samoa to compete at Asia Oceania Olympic 

Qualification Regatta

• Objective is to have at least one Oceania rower qualify for the 2020 Tokyo 

Olympics

• Consideration to selecting a rower or rowers to compete at the 2021 World 

Rowing Champs



2021 Primary Development Objectives

Samoa Program launch
• MOU between UNDP, SRA , Fautasi o Toa 

• Partner with United Nations Development Program & Australian AID for funding

• Partner with New Zealand Volunteer Service Abroad to recruit a Kiwi volunteer



2021 Primary Development Objectives

Women’s participation (ongoing)

• Appoint a women’s development officer for Vanuatu Rowing Association 

through the Australian Volunteers Abroad program.

• Host women’s coastal rowing learn to row camps in Van and ASA



Covid - Vanuatu

Vanuatu borders closed

Rio Rii – on Olympic Scholarship – training in Vanuatu
– Seeking Olympic qualification
– Uncertainty around Asia Oceania Olympic Qualification Regatta
– Inability to compete internationally
– Concern at the ability to obtain / the cost of travel insurance to cover risk 

of Covid

Poster boy rower for Pacific development programme



Covid - Kiribati

Martin Tamoeata – dual NZ and Kiribati national, residing in NZ

On Olympic Scholarship – training in NZ (Waikato Rowing Club)
– Seeking Olympic qualification
– Uncertainty around Asia Oceania Olympic Qualification Regatta
– Inability to compete internationally – NZ border restrictions
– Concern at the ability to obtain / the cost of travel insurance to cover risk 

of Covid

Another poster boy rower for Pacific development programme



Covid – Australia and New Zealand

Tight border restrictions render international travel unrealistic at this time.

In particular, NZ requires anyone arriving in NZ to undertake 14 days’ 
quarantine in a designated and guarded quarantine facility (a hotel) with no 
or very limited opportunity for fitness training and no opportunity for on-
water training.  This at a cost of NZD 3,100 pp

Domestic rowing has recommenced

Elite squad in full training in hope / expectation that international travel 
becomes available and feasible for international competition



Covid – Australia and New Zealand

Australia seeks to qualify crews (both open and para crews) for the 
Olympics and the Paralympics at the Final Olympic Qualification Regattas 

NZ also seeks to qualify crews for the Olympics at the FQR

Uncertainty over Olympic and Para-Olympic qualification pathways in the 
event that Australia and NZ are not able compete at the FQRs for good 
reasons

Both Australia and NZ planning for full squad to compete at World Cups 2 
and 3 in the lead up to Tokyo but only if that is realistic, safe and affordable. 



Covid – Australia and New Zealand

BUT

– Uncertainty over ability and authority to travel internationally

– Consequential uncertainty over flights, accommodation and other logistics

– Uncertainty over ability to obtain sufficient and appropriate travel insurance 
covering Covid and the cost of that insurance

– Concern over risk to rowers and team officials / crews / the team in the event of 
a team member / members contracting Covid while overseas and financial 
implications for the NF



Covid – Australia and New Zealand

Significant increase in costs for crews to compete in Europe

No real opportunity to compete at an international level for two years prior to the Olympics or 
Paralympics if crews do not travel to Europe for FQR, Paralympics FQR or World Cups 2 and 3

No Trans-Tasman travel bubble at this time with NZ’s 14 day quarantine requirement obviatingthe
opportunity for Australia / NZ competition

Concern at the disadvantage to Australia and NZ as a result of their respective isolation in lead-up 
to FQR, Paralympic FQR, and Tokyo Olympics in comparison with other countries

Concern at the real ability to attend and compete at the World U23 Championships and the World 
Under 19 Championships and the risk of losing promising rowers from the elite pathway



Oceania – Forward Planning

Oceania Team: - to meet virtually with Development Staff every 3-4 months 
to continue periodic review and monitoring of planning and projects

Continental Representative 

– Planned travel to Continental Qualification Regatta currently on hold

– Other travel for Continental Representative also on hold for 2021 as a 
result of Covid-19 Pandemic and imposed travel restrictions



Development Consultant

– Virtual coach education to continue as per ASA and VAN

– Delivery of face to face coaching and regional competitions with OS 
support to be discussed with respective NFs and NOCs in early 2021 for 
next four year cycle

– Development consultant to continue to provide planning and delivery of 
coach education to the 2-3 active Pacific Island rowing nations, travel 
(where possible) to qualification regattas, and continue to plan and 
support development events in region



. . .



1. Govern / Administer
- Strengthen ORCON governance. 
- Support the administration of national federations in 
the Pacific.

2. Develop
- Partnerships with NGO’s, Australia and NZ aid 

programs. 
- Opportunities for ORCON rowers to participate in 
Oceania development.

3. Showcase through Events
- Regional Coastal rowing /Indoor rowing events

4. Promote Rowing
- Empower women, people with disabilities to show 
leadership through participation. 

5. Respect the Environment
-Focus on UN sustainable development goals in the 
Pacific

2021 Primary Objectives / Following Strategic Plan Objectives


