
2025 Ordinary Congress

Shanghai, China
29 September 2025



1. Opening of the session



- Denis Oswald, Honorary President

- Delegates of World Rowing Member Federations

- Delegates from the Continental Rowing Confederations

- Delegates from recognised Groupings of Member Federations

- Guests and Observers

Welcome



1. Opening of the session – The Council
Presentation of the Council members present at the Congress, finishing with Dušan 
Macháček, Continental Representative for Europe, present online.
 



2025 World Rowing Championships 

Mr. Luo, Deputy Director of Shanghai Administration of Sports



Message from the IOC President



In memory

A moment of silence in memory of friends and colleagues 

who have passed away since the last Congress.



Agenda - 2025 World Rowing Ordinary Congress

Monday 29 September 2025 - Shanghai, China



2. Identification of the 
delegates and confirmation 
of their authority



Blades of the 159 Member Federations



Member federations registered as of 19/09/2025



Member federations registered as of 19/09/2025



Member federations registered as of 19/09/2025
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3. Appointment of scrutineers 
for the period of Congress



Appointment of the scrutineers for the 
period of Congress

• Lumi will act as the independent scrutineer for 
the period of the Congress and manage the 
voting. ​

• ​Should at any point the system fail, all voting will 
be postponed within 30 days by electronic 
means. ​



4. Approval of the minutes of the 
2024 Ordinary Congress

Approval of the minutes of the 
2025 Quadrennial Congress



Delegates participating in person

• Presentation by Lumi of the way to cast a vote to the delegates 
participating in person



Technical problems during meeting
for remote participants

If you are having issues with the voting platform, please email 

Worldrowing@lumiengage.com

mailto:Worldrowing@lumiengage.com


Agenda item 4 (vote 1 – absolute majority)

Approval of the minutes of the 2024 Ordinary Congress

Do you approve the minutes of the 2024 Ordinary Congress?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Agenda item 4 (vote 2 – absolute majority)

Approval of the minutes of the 2025 Quadrennial Congress

Do you approve the minutes of the 2025 Quadrennial Congress?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





5. President’s report and 
reports from the Vice 
President, Treasurer
and Executive Director



President’s report and reports from the Vice 
President, Treasurer and Executive Director

• Additional remarks from World Rowing President, 
Jean-Christophe Rolland



Additional remarks from World Rowing 
President

Mandate 2021 – 2025

• Olympic strategy and positioning in the Olympic movement

• Major reforms in classic rowing: SECR - Strategic Events and 
Calendar Review

• Coastal rowing growth and maturity

• Development of the huge potential of indoor/connected rowing 

• Governance and institutional progress



Additional remarks from World Rowing 
President

Looking ahead – 2025-2029

• Consolidate Olympic strategy

• Pursuit transformation in our 3 disciplines

• Promote inclusivity, sustainability and solidarity



President’s report and reports from the Vice 
President, Treasurer and Executive Director

• Additional remarks from World Rowing President, 
Jean-Christophe Rolland

• No additional remarks from the Vice President,
Tricia Smith

• No additional remarks from the Treasurer,
Gerritjan Eggenkamp

• Additional remarks from World Rowing Executive Director,
Vincent Gaillard



Executive Director Report



1. Classic Rowing: bring SECR to conclusion; grow Masters community and CRM; deliver benchmark WRCH in Shanghai.

2. Coastal Rowing: deliver 2025 WBSF to the highest levels; progress delivery of 13 pt Olympic plan.

3. Indoor Rowing: deliver elevated WRICH, Virtual Series, Versa Finals; secure presence at Olympic Esports Games.

4. World Rowing transformation: map 2025-2027 priority projects & investments.

5. Revenues: secure sponsorships sales capability, launch ‘Philanthropy Lite’; secure incremental revenue.

6. Global content and rights distribution: secure EBU agreement, develop collaborative digital platforms.

7. Governance: pursue Confederations Collaboration project; deliver GWG and Rules changes for 2025-2028 cycle.

8. WWF Healthy Waters Alliance: deliver first full year with increased, diversified MF activations across continents.

9. ‘Shanghai House of Rowing’: develop concept, secure agreement and launch with Shanghai Municipality.

10. Administration: roll out finance, accounting and HR process improvements and tools.

TOP 2025 priorities, beyond ‘business as usual’
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Agenda item 5 (vote 3 – absolute majority)

President's report and reports of the Vice-President, 
Treasurer and Executive Director

Do you approve the 2024 reports of the President, the Vice 
President, the Treasurer and the Executive Director?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





6. Reports of the Chairs of the 
specialist commissions



Reports of the Chairs of the specialist 
commissions
• No additional remarks



Agenda item 6 (vote 4 – absolute majority)

Reports of Chairs of the specialist commissions

Do you approve the 2024 reports of the Chairs of the specialist 
commissions?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





7. Reports of the Continental 
Representatives and 
Co-opted Council members



Reports of the Continental representatives 
and co-opted Council members

• No additional remarks



Agenda item 7 (vote 5 – absolute majority)

Reports of the Continental Representatives and 
Co-opted Council members

Do you approve the 2024 reports of the Continental 
Representatives and Co-opted Council members?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





8. Presentation of the financial 
statements



Financial statements 2024



Financial statements 2024



9. Auditors’ report



Auditors’ report



10. Approval of the financial 
statements



Agenda item 10 (vote 6 – absolute majority)

Approval of the financial statements, 2024

Do you approve the 2024 financial statements?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





11. Determination of entrance 
fee and annual subscription



12. Budget for the following years



2025 – 2028 Quadrennial Budget



Agenda item 12 (vote 7 – absolute majority)

Budget for 2025

Do you approve the budget for 2025?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





13. Appointment of the external 
auditors



Appointment of the external auditors

In accordance with Appendix S6, the Internal Audit Committee 
recommends PriceWaterhouse Cooper as the external auditors for 
the 2025 Accounts .



Agenda item 13 (vote 8 – absolute majority)

Appointment of the external auditors

Do you approve the recommendation of the internal audit to 
appoint PriceWaterhouse Cooper as external auditors for 
2025?

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





21. Other additional agenda items 
proposed by the member 
federations, the Council, or the
Executive Committee



21. Specific proposals to an existing agenda 
item from the member federations, the
Council or the Executive Committee

a) Council proposal to amend Article 47
Election of the three Council members to the 
Executive Committee



Working Group on the Amendment of Article 47 – 
Election of the Three Council Members to the 
Executive Committee

- Tricia Smith, Vice President (working group lead)

- Annamarie Phelps, Chair Governance Working Group (working group lead)

- Jean-Christophe Rolland, President 

- Vincent Gaillard, Executive Director

- Representatives from AUS, NZL, CAN, USA

- Eva Szanto, Executive Committee

- Gerritjan Eggenkamp, Treasurer 

- Mehdi Garidi, Africa Continental Representative

- Victoria Aguirregomezcorta Americas Continental Representative

- KIm Fay Ho, Asia Continental Representative

- Nobuhisa Ishizuka, Strategic Projects Advisor

- Ludovica Caprino, Governance & Integrity Manager 



Primary objectives of the working group:

1. Evaluate the geographical diversity at World Rowing in all its 
dimensions;

2. Examine the proposal received from AUS, CAN, NZL, and USA;

3. Conduct consultations with relevant member federations;

4. Develop a recommendation, ensuring any proposal balances 
fairness, representation, and operational efficiency;

5. Review the current wording of Article 47. 



• Sets out the ambition that Executive Committee members will be 
drawn from at least 3 continents.

• Ensures that the Executive Committee contains members from at 
least 2 continents.

• Maintains a feasible and efficient decision–making size. 

• Retains the principle of a skills-based selection. 

• Provides a process to return the Executive committee to return 
to the original size when the goal of 3 continents is achieved. 

Outcome – Council proposal









Agenda item 21.a (vote 9 – two-third 
majority)
Council proposal to amend Article 47 - Election of the three 
Council members to the Executive Committee 

Do you approve the Council proposition for the election of the 
three Council members to the Executive Committee

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





14. Council and Executive 
Committee elections in 
accordance with Art. 35 and 47.



• President
• Vice-President
• Treasurer
• Chair of Sports Medicine Commission
• Election of three Council members to 

Executive Committee



Election of the President

One candidate

- Jean-Christophe Rolland 
(nominated by FRA) 



Agenda item 14 (vote 10 – absolute majority)

Council election - Election of the President

Please cast your vote; the candidate for the post of President is 
Jean-Christophe Rolland (nominated by FRA)

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Address by the elected President









Election of the Vice-President

Two candidates

- Annamarie Phelps
(nominated by GBR) 

- Lenka Dienstbach-Wech 
(nominated by GER)



Election of the Vice-President

Annamarie Phelps - nominated by GBR 



Election of the Vice-President

Lenka Dienstbach-Wech - nominated by GER



Agenda item 14 (vote 11 – absolute majority)

Council election - Election of Vice President

Please cast one vote; the candidates for the post of 
Vice President are

- Annamarie Phelps (nominated by GBR)

- Lenka Dienstbach-Wech (nominated by GER)

- Abstain





Election of the Vice-President

Address by newly elected Vice-President



Election of the Treasurer

One candidate

- Gerritjan Eggenkamp
(nominated by NED) 



Agenda item 14 (vote 12 – absolute majority)

Council election - Election of the Treasurer

Please cast your vote; the candidate for the post of Treasurer is 
Gerritjan Eggenkamp (nominated by NED)

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Election of the Treasurer





Casual vacancy for the Chair of the
Sports Medicine Commission

Two candidates

- Michael Wilkinson
(nominated by CAN) 

- Henning Bay Nielsen
(nominated by DEN)



Casual vacancy for the Chair of the
Sports Medicine Commission

Michael Wilkinson - nominated by CAN



Casual vacancy for the Chair of the
Sports Medicine Commission

Henning Bay Nielsen - nominated by DEN



Agenda item 14 (vote 13 – absolute majority)

Council election - Election of the Chair of the Sports 
Medicine Commission

Please cast one vote; the candidates for the Chair of the 
Sports Medicine Commission are

- Michael Wilkinson (nominated by CAN)

- Henning Bay Nielsen (nominated by DEN)

- Abstain





Election of the Chair of the Sports 
Medicine Commission

Address by newly elected Chair of the Sports Medicine Commission



Jürgen Steinacker

Council member since 2017
Commission member since 2001







14. Council and Executive 
Committee elections in 
accordance with Art. 35 and 47.



Election of three members of the 
Executive Committee

The Council’s recommendation is to appoint 

• Lenka Dienstbach-Wech  (GER), co-opted Council Member

• Eva Szanto (HUN), Chair of the Events Commission

• Mathias Binder (SUI), Chair of the Equipment and 
Technology Commission

as Members of the Executive Committee



Agenda item 14 (vote 14 – absolute majority)

Election of three members of the Executive Committee

Do you approve the Council recommendation to appoint 
Lenka Dienstbach-Wech (GER), co-opted Council Member as 
Member of the Executive Committee

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Agenda item 14 (vote 15 – absolute majority)

Election of three members of the Executive Committee

Do you approve the Council recommendation to appoint Eva 
Szanto, Chair of the Events Commission (HUN) as Member of 
the Executive Committee

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Agenda item 14 (vote 16 – absolute majority)

Election of three members of the Executive Committee

Do you approve the Council recommendation to appoint 
Mathias Binder, Chair of the Equipment and Technology 
Commission (SUI) as Member of the Executive Committee

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Election of three members of the 
Executive Committee

Congratulations to the three newly elected members of the 
Executive Committee



15. Reports of Continental 
Rowing Confederations and 
other Member Groupings



16. Reports on applications for 
affiliation and voting 
consequent thereon



17. Reports on future World 
Rowing events and Olympic & 
Paralympic regattas























RENOVATION 
BOSBAAN

Boathouses and changing rooms

2025 - early 2026

Regatta course, roads, small bridges and
pontoons
2024 - 2025

Start tower, finish tower, timing huts

2024 - 2025



IN 2026..



ATHLETES 
VILLAGE



WITH WORLD CLASS FOOD



FAN ENGAGEMENT



SUSTAINABLE



HOTEL OVERVIEW

TEAM HOTELS TRANSPORT BY
Ibis Styles Amsterdam Schiphol Airport 1 Bus
Ibis Styles Amsterdam Schiphol Airport 2 Bus
Ibis Schiphol Amsterdam Airport Bus
Novotel Amsterdam City Bus
Mercure hotel Amsterdam City Bus
Mercure hotel Amsterdam West Bus
Leonardo Royal Amsterdam Bus
Leonardo hotel Rembrandtpark Bus
NH Hotel Schiphol Airport Bus
Steigenberger Airport Bus
Intercity hotel Amsterdam Airport Bus
Radisson Hotel Schiphol Airport Bus

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Europarcs Amsterdamse Bos Bike

WORLD ROWING

Radisson hotel & Suites Amsterdam Zuid Bus



TICKETING

Live 
now on:
2026wramsterdam.com





2026 Youth Olympic Games

Dakar, Senegal

Congress update September 2025



Competition Schedule - ROW

Athlete quota: 64 (32 male /32 female) – max. 3 athletes per NOC

Deadline for NOC confirmation of request to participate was 31 July 2025

Participate at 2025 WRBSF in Antalya, TUR

Saly Beach



Rowing Competition Schedule

29 October - training day

30 October – training day

31 October – racing day & Opening Ceremony

1 November – racing day

2 November – racing day

3 November – racing day



Competition Schedule - ROW

Athlete quota: 64 (32 male /32 female) – max. 3 athletes per NOC

Deadline for NOC confirmation of request to participate was 31 July 2025

Participate at 2025 WRBSF in Antalya, TUR

Deadline for NOC confirmation of request to participate was 31 July 2025



NOC replies

82 NOCs requested to participate in rowing in Dakar of which 64 indicated beach sprints as a priority.

15 NOCs – Africa
14 NOCs – Americas
19 NOCs – Asia
31 NOCs – Europe
3 NOCs – Oceania

Men’s Solo – 80 NOCs
Women’s Solo – 73 NOCs
Mixed Double Sculls – 65 NOCs



Requirements & Quota

Age requirement: Athletes must be born on or after 14 November 2008.

Athlete quota: 64 (32 male /32 female) – max. 3 athletes per NOC

Eligibility: To be eligible to participate the NOCs must ensure their athletes are safe, competent and 
experienced in the discipline. 

NOC must demonstrate the existence of an active youth beach sprint rowing programme in the country.

All athletes must be able to swim 50m and remain afloat with their head above the water unassisted for 
3min.





Los Angeles 2028

Update to Congress

29 September 2025



LA28 Olympic dates

ROW = classic
RCB = coastal 

• Competition dates

• ROW –15 July to 22 July – (spare day 23 July)

• RCB – 24 July to 25 July

• Training dates still to be confirmed for ROW and RCB



Olympic Athlete Quota & Allocation

• Principles to find the balance between:
• Excellence

• Universality

• Attractive programme

• Overall athlete quota for rowing 502 athletes
• ROW - 438 athletes (219 men / 219 women) 

• RCB - 64 athletes (32 men / 32 women) 



Olympic Athlete Quota & Allocation – ROW
Paris 2024



Olympic Athlete Quota & Allocation – ROW
Proposal for LA28



Competition Schedule - ROW

• Beginning of June submitted the competition proposal (session time 
duration and session start time) to LA28

• 8 days of racing with 6 medal days  

• For rowing due to the complexity of the venue with the tide, the exact 
session start times have not been confirmed

• LA28 & World Rowing have commissioned a tidal study which is in process

• Lanes 12m width



Competition Schedule - ROW



Beach SprintsCoastal



Competition Schedule – RCB 

4 Session Option  - Overview 

Day 1 Day 2 

Session 1 Session 3

8:30 TT 1 W1x 10:00 TT 1 Mix2x

M1x

TT 2 W1x TT 2 Mix2x

M1x

Last 16 W1x Last 16 Mix2x

12:15 M1x 11:50

Session 2 Session 4

14:30/14:35 Last 8 W1x 14:00/14:05 Last 8 Mix2x

M1x VC Mix2x

VCs W1x 15:20

16:50 M1x



Olympic Athlete Quota & Allocation - RCB



Olympic Athlete Quota Principles - RCB

Proposal to IOC 

Maximum no. of athletes per NOC : 2 (1 male / 1 female)

Doubling up:
- If you qualify the Mix2x you can double up into the Solo’s
- If you qualify the M1x and W1x you can double up into the Mix2x

Continental qualifications to take place before WRBSF
- Continental Quota held (frozen) and allocated after the WRBSF where the Continental ranking 

would used.



Olympic Athlete Quota & Re-Allocation

• If the same athlete qualifies for ROW and RCB – as per the IOC 
guidelines it counts as 1 quota place.

• Proposal that the World Rowing Executive Committee to have the 
authority to allocate the quota to the discipline and event as per a 
criteria – excellence, universality, schedule etc.



XX

• nn



Paralympics



Paralympic Athlete Quota & Allocation

• Overall athlete quota for rowing 104 athletes (coxwains are not counted as 
per Olympics)

• PR1M1x

• PR1W1x

• PR2Mix2x

• PR3Mix2x

• PR3Mix4-

• Proposal to keep same allocation & re-allocation as Paris 2024. If an 
exceptional situation occurs – World Rowing Executive Committee to 
reallocate the quota.



Paralympic Athlete Quota & Allocation



Competition Schedule – Para Rowing





18. Attribution of future World 
Rowing Championships in 
accordance with Rule 5



Agenda item 18 (vote 17 – absolute majority)

The Council recommends to attribute the 2028 World 
Rowing Championships (U19, U23, Senior non-Olympic) to 
Sarasota

Do you approve the Council recommendation to attribute the 
2028 World Rowing Championships (U19, U23, Senior 
non-Olympic) to Sarasota

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





Attribution of future World Rowing 
Championships in accordance with Rule 5



19. Reconsideration or confirmation of 
decisions (ref. Art.28) taken by the 
Council, in accordance with the 
provisions of Art.21.4, 41.3.2 and 41.3.3, 
or by the Executive Committee, in 
accordance with the provisions of 
Art.49.3.4



20. Specific proposals to an existing 
agenda item from the member 
federations, the
Council or the Executive 
Committee



21. Other additional agenda items 
proposed by the member 
federations, the Council, or the
Executive Committee



Specific proposals to an existing agenda item 
from the member federations, the
Council or the Executive Committee

a) Council proposal to amend Article 47 -  Election of the three 
Council members to the Executive Committee 

b) SECR

c) Bahamas membership 

d) Strategic Projects



Specific proposals to an existing agenda item 
from the member federations, the
Council or the Executive Committee

c) Bahamas membership

The Executive Committee’s recommendation is to expel the 
Bahamas Rowing Federation



Bahamas Rowing Federation
Expulsion Proceeding under Article 15(3)



Status of 
Bahamas Rowing 
Federation with 

NOC

▪ Recognition of Bahamas Rowing Federation suspended 

in 2015 by Bahamas Olympic Committee and 

the Bahamas Ministry of Youth, Sport and Culture due to 

allegations of violations of proper processes for good 

governance,

▪ Withdrawal of recognition confirmed verbally and in 

writing 







Actions taken by 
World Rowing

▪ Informal correspondence (2017 to 2023) over many 

years regarding BRA status with the Bahamas Olympic 

Committee and compliance with obligations of a 

member federation

▪ On July 3, 2024, formal letter to Bahamas Rowing 

Federation noting alleged breaches of WR Statutes, and 

requiring production of documents and information, 

including the steps that have been taken to ensure that 

BRF is a recognised member of the NOC, the validly 

elected National Federation for Rowing, and when this 

recognition will be confirmed. 

▪ Requested response by by 31 July 2024 18:00 CET at the 

latest.

▪ No response received.





Suspension of 
Bahamas Rowing 

Federation

▪ no response to the July 3, 2024 letter and request for 

information.

▪ Executive Committee therefore decides under Aricle 

15(1)(b) of the Statutes to SUSPEND the Bahamas Rowing 

Federation from WR membership, through letter dated 

February 27, 2025.

▪ Bahamas Rowing Federation given final deadline until 

July 31, 2025 to address its outstanding non conformities 

with the World Rowing Statutes. and to  provide evidence 

of corrective actions along with the documents requested 

in the letter dated 3 July 2024. 

▪ Given notice that if BRF has not successfully addressed 

the non-conformities, Executive Committee may propose 

the federation’s expulsion to the World Rowing Ordinary 

Congress in accordance with Art.15.3 of the World 

Rowing Statutes. 

▪ No substantive response received by July 31, 2025 

deadline.





Recommendation pf 
Expulsion 

▪ Executive Committee therefore recommends expulsion of Bahamas 

Rowing Federation pursunt to Article 15(3) of the Statutes for these 

reasons:

o 1. The withdrawal of recognition of the Bahamas Rowing 

Federation by the Bahamas Olympic Committee and the Bahamas 

Ministry of Youth, Sport and Culture, due to their finding that 

Bahamas Rowing Federation has violated proper processes for 

good governance, 

o 2. The non-compliance of Bahamas Rowing Federation to repeated 

direct requests by World Rowing since July 2024 for information 

and documentation made pursuant to Appendix S1 of the Statutes 

to address the allegations of governance malfeasance, as set out in 

the letter dated 3 July 2024 (which relate to breaches of good 

governance extending back over many years), and in particular 

non-compliance with a final warning and demand by the World 

Rowing Executive Committee when it suspended the Bahamas 

Rowing Federation in February 2025 to respond by July 31, 2025. 

▪ As a result of these events, the Bahamas Rowing Federation is in 

default of its obligations as a member federation of World Rowing. 





World Rowing 
Statutes

▪ ARTICLE 10

▪ Members

▪ A Member Federation shall be the rowing federation that is recognised by its National Olympic Committee and 

covers the territory of a country that is recognised as such and as an independent state by the international 

community. It will, in principle, include the majority of a nation’s active rowing clubs of any discipline.

▪ ARTICLE 13

▪ Obligations of Member Federations

▪ Member Federations have the following obligations:

▪ To abide by and comply fully at all times with: 

▪ All duties and provisions of the World Rowing Statutes, Rules, Bye-Laws and Regulations, including but 

not limited to: 

▪ The World Anti-Doping Code; 

▪ The World Rowing Safeguarding Policy and any supplementary guidance issued by World 

Rowing; 

▪ The responsible organisation and management of activities with due regard to safety and 

safety guidance, policies or similar advice issued by World Rowing or other relevant safety 

advisory or regulatory bodies. 

▪ All decisions taken by World Rowing.

▪ To be governed by statutes that are consistent with Article 14.2.2.a, to be recognised as a member by their 

NOC, and to have the Member Federation president and executive board elections validated and recognised 

by their NOC;

▪ To notify the Executive Committee immediately of any material change made to its statutes, change of president 

and/or secretary general, its address and contact details, or of any other elements which affect its ability to fulfil 

its membership obligations, and to confirm that any such change does not negatively affect the Member 

Federation’s compliance with the requirements of World Rowing membership;



Specific proposals to an existing agenda item 
from the member federations, the
Council or the Executive Committee

c) Bahamas membership

The Executive Committee’s recommendation is to expel the 
Bahamas Rowing Federation



Agenda item 18 (vote 18 – absolute majority)

The Executive Committee recommends expel Bahamas

Do you approve the Executive Committee recommendation to 
expel the Bahamas rowing federation

- Yes

- No

- Abstain





MF anti-doping survey
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